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TEEN EARTH MAGIC

AN EMPOWERMENT WORKBOOK

Welcome to Our Book!

Welcome to our finally-completed book of exercises, workings, activism, and rituals from Teen
Earth Magic, Witchlets in the Woods, and Redwood Magic Family Camp - Reclaiming Tradition
WitchCamps based in California.

This PDF version is identical to the print edition except for these opening pages, and is made
available as part of Reclaiming Tradition’s commitment to making our resources and organizing
accessible to all - see our Principles of Unity, page 37.

We're glad to have you seeing our book - feel free to pass it along.
Download: TeenEarthMagic.org

Our goals are: (1) an exciting and challenging book for young people (or any age) working
alone or with friends; (2) a manual of exercises and rituals for teachers; (3) inspiration for other
communities to start a family camp. Organizing resources begin on page 325.

The Table of Contents (pages 10-11 of this PDF) gives a quick overview of the book.

You can also skim the index beginning on page 352.

Print Edition - a Fundraiser for Our Camps!

Proceeds from the sale of the print edition of this book - identical except that the interior is black-
and-white - benefit Teen Earth Magic and Reclaiming youth organizing.

Find the book at Amazon and probably elsewhere - links at <TeenEarthMagic.org/workbook/>

The print version is great for off-grid weekends, back-country retreats, and smuggling into jail
during protests. And it’s fun to read an actual book.

The Teen Earth Magic Workbook makes a great coffetable volume, sure to inspire many exciting
conversations about the future of our planet.

The two-pound book also doubles as a decorative doorstop!

Contact
Questions, suggestions, or feedback: TeenEarthMagic@gmail.com or Quarterly@Reclaiming.org.

This draft and all contents ©2019 Reclaiming Quarterly.
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Teen Earth Magic!

“Welcome to Teen Earth Magic!”
Each year, these words open our camp.

With this book, we welcome you to our circle.
We prepared this book of rituals, exercises, and
spells so that you could do the same magical
workings we do at our camps - alone, or with
a circle in your home area.

Reclaiming-style magic can be done in large
groups, small circles, or alone. You'll find a
section of the Introduction that talks about
Circles and Solitaries, and most workings
include a Solo section.

Getting Started - Several Ways

Read the Introduction and Ritual
chapters. You'll hear directly from
participants in our camps — What is
Earth magic? Why and when do we
do rituals? How do we take magic into
our daily lives? What do we (or don’t we) believe about
magic and spirituality?

Jump straight into one of the rituals. The Rituals
chapter has several rituals that you can do alone or with
a small circle — there’s even a drum-trance ritual guided
by Starhawk that you can find online. Read the Intent

for each ritual to find one that calls to you. There’s also a
section on how to create your own rituals using workings
from this book or ones you invent.

Flip through the Workings chapter and find one you
like. Each working can stand alone - although you'll
probably want to start off by reading Ritual Skills: Sacred
Space: Quick Ways, which shows how to create a magical
circle as a container for other workings.

Make up more ways. In Reclaiming we say: “Each person
is their own spiritual authority.” Each of us creates our own
best ritual and magic. The purpose of this book is to share
some basic skills and tools and to help you discover what
works for you.

Blessings on your work. Welcome to the magic!

Who Can Attend Teen Earth Magic?

Teen Earth Magic is a retreat for young people from
Reclaiming Tradition and their guests.

We welcome new folks at our family and all-ages camps —
a great place for young people to get involved and meet
TEM participants and teachers.

Visit WitchCamp.org, or contact us with questions — see
emails on next page.

More about our camp - see page 16.

8 TeenEarthMagic.org o



INTRODUCTION

A Word to Parents & Other Teachers

A word from TEM Teachers to Parents
Thank you for sharing this book with your teen!

Whether you are Pagan yourself, or are reading this to
support your kid, we're glad to have a chance to share a
word with you — and we invite you to contact us if you
have questions or feedback (see bottom of this page).

Reclaiming is an Earth-based spiritual teaching and
grassroots organizing collective with local communities
and networks around the Americas, Europe, and Australia.
Find out more later in this chapter, and at Reclaiming.org
and WeaveAndSpin.org.

Teen Earth Magic, created in cooperation with Starhawk,
offers retreats, workshops, and resources for young
people interested in Earth-based practices.

What About Teachers?

This book is designed for young people working alone or
with friends, or at Reclaiming Tradition camps. We're also
honored to have other teachers adapt it for their use.

Unless you are formally trained in our tradition, please do
not teach this material under the name “Teen Earth Magic”
or “Reclaiming.” Reclaiming has a teacher-development
process. Teen Earth Magic also has its own process.

Bring TEM to your retreat! TEM teachers can anchor youth
and adult classes, workshops, and rituals, bringing fresh
inspiration and Earth energy to your event. Email us!

No Grooming or Recruiting - this book is not to be used
to recruit youth for circles or classes apart from knowing
and communicating with their families. No Reclaiming
material is ever to be used to groom young people. Con-
tact us with questions or concerns — email below.

Teens, Adults - & Young Adults

Teachers and campers have developed deep and long-
lasting connections as they have returned to camp.

Some folks have aged-out of TEM, yet want to stay in-
volved. Our Mentors path is a way for people 18 and up to
stay a part of camp while gaining teaching and organizing
skills. (See Organizing: Mentors in the final chapter.)

Contact Teen Earth Magic

Contact us at TeenEarthMagic@gmail.com and
Quarterly@Reclaiming.org.

Paganism & Other Religions

Some practitioners of Paganism are also deeply involved in
other spiritual traditions.

Some Reclaiming folks are active in Buddhist, Jewish, and
Unitarian congregations or groups. Jewish folks and allies
have held JeWitch Camp some years in Northern California.

Others combine Earth-based and Christian spirituality —
Francis of Assisi and environmental ethics are bridges.

What about Satanism?

Are Pagans connected to Satanism? Perhaps somewhere

- butin many Pagan groups, Satan is seen as part of a
different religion. We honor many goddesses and gods, but
Satan wasn't part of any Pagan pantheon, and has prob-
ably never been invoked in a Reclaiming ritual.

Fire Safety

This book avoids indoor fire magic. But we can’t guarantee
how practices might be adapted by creative practitioners.

Magic isn't the only reason that teens light candles. Here’s
a chance to do some fire-safety preparation:

- flat, non-flammable altar spaces — dresser tops, end
tables, marble, brick, or ceramic tiles...

« glass jar candles (can you buy a case?)
- curtains and fabric at a safe distance or tied back
« smoke alarm tested (and not right above an altar)

- water-pressure fire extinguisher (test it outside - it's fun)

Witchlets in the Woods and Redwood Magic are all-ages family camps,
where adults, teens, and kids share collective and age-based magic in a
magnificent setting. More info at Witchlets.org and RedwoodMagic.org.

o TeenEarthMagic.org 9
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INTRODUCTION

Foreword: An Interview with Starhawk
Author of The Spiral Dance & The Earth Path

Author Luke Hauser and Reclaiming co-founder Starhawk
have been comrades and co-agitators since the early 1980s.

In this interview, we look back at how Paganism has evolved
from the days when each of us (often as adults) had to dis-
cover Earth-based spirituality on our own, through the early
days of Pagan parenting, to today’s Reclaiming family and
youth camps and communities.

Luke: You grew up Jewish - was that an important part
of your younger years?

Starhawk: Yeah. | went to
Hebrew schools, and | was Bat-
Mitzvah'd. | went to Hebrew
high school and after-school
programs. If I'd been a boy, I'd
probably have grown up to be
a rabbi. But in that era - it's not
just that there were not women
rabbis — it never even crossed
my mind as a possibility.

What led you to Paganism and the Goddess?

| always loved fairy tales. | loved the idea of magic. | espe-
cially loved the kinds of stories where ordinary, modern-
day kids discovered magic in the modern world. | always
longed for magic.

When | got to be a teenager, it was the 60s. It was all sex,
drugs, and rock & roll — its own kind of magic! | felt like |
was having direct spiritual experiences, especially with
nature. Judaism didn’t say much about that, especially at
that time. So | began exploring.

My friend Patty and | eventually met some witches who
said they believed that the Earth is alive, that the sacred
Being is the Goddess, that sexuality is sacred, that women
can be leaders. And | was like, yes!

Was this an organized Pagan group?

It was the American Celtic Tradition. We studied with
them for a while, then drifted away. At that point in my life
| wasn't very good at following a discipline!

Back then, it was really hard to find out anything about
witches. There was very little to read. Sybil Leek, Raymond
Buckland. We read Joseph Campbell and other Jungians.

“Young people give me a lot of
hope - even when I'm butting
heads with them!”

When we met our teachers, Fred and Martha, they recom-
mended that we read Robert Graves' book, The White
Goddess - which is a pretty heavy read when you're 17.

| was really taken with his idea that there is this underly-
ing Goddess tradition behind all of European culture.

You and | are part of a generation that had to seek the
Goddess on our own. Now we see kids being raised as
Pagans.

When we started Reclaiming in the late 70s and early 80s,
it was mainly young, single people.
There were some families, and as
the community grew and matured,
more people had kids.

But most Pagan parents did not
grow up Pagan - it was a break with
their family and their traditions.

| felt there was a need for a book
about raising Pagan kids, if we want the tradition to carry
on, and not just be, “Oh yeah, that’s something my weird
parents did back then!”

But | didn’t have any kids. Both Diane [Baker] and Anne
[Hill] had kids, so it seemed like we would be a good com-
bination to write Circle Round (see page 14).

Witchlets in the Woods started in 2001, and Redwood
Magic Family Camp in 2013 - over the years, a lot of
Reclaiming kids have been raised on that book.

I'm really grateful that people started those camps. It's re-
ally important for kids to have a spiritual community with
other kids who have the same kinds of weird parents!

You’ve worked with a lot of young people in your
Earth Activist Trainings and other Permaculture work.
What have been your hopes and goals?

When it comes right down to it, I'm a pretty practical
person. And Permaculture is the practical side of believing
the Earth is sacred - really knowing what to do about it.

I've always loved gardening and loved being with nature.
And I've also been an environmental activist all my life.
It seems like Permaculture is the positive program, as

continued on next page
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INTRODUCTION

Foreword: Interview with Starhawk (pg 2)
Author of The Fifth Sacred Thing & City of Refuge

Gandhi said. Besides just protesting, this is how we start
building the world that we want.

| think young people come through the courses because
they are going to have to live in this world, and they're
hungry to find out what to do about it.

It's very gratifying when

| see people take this
work and start projects,
or work in a relevant field,
or transform landscapes —
make real changes - | feel
like that’s been a huge
success.

My hope is always that
this is not just about how
we entertain or soothe
ourselves, but how we
really shift conscious-
ness on a larger scale - to
understand that the Earth
is alive, that we are part of
it, and that everything is
interconnected.

We have a responsibility to
take care of it, to act in its
service. And when idiots
are destroying it, to do
what we can to stop them.

Suppose that in 20 years Reclaiming no longer exists -
what are the most important things we can pass along?

If Reclaiming as an organization didn't exist, but people
carry it on or transform it in some way - if there were still
people creating rituals that have meaning to them, orga-
nizing and taking action with the sensibility that this is
not just about a power struggle, but this is a sacred activ-
ity and a shift in consciousness — that would be success.

Maintaining a tradition is hard in this era, when we have
so many possibilities. It not like in the Middle Ages where
you grew up in a community with rituals and traditions,
and those were the ways things were done. Now there are
infinite ways things could be done - there are infinite ways
you could spend Samhain evening, whether it’s going to a
ritual, or staying home and watching Halloween movies.

Starhawk facilitates an exercise at a teens nonviolent direct action training -
February 2011. Photo by Luke Hauser/Reclaiming Quarterly.

Let’s talk about Teen Earth Magic, which grew out of
your organizing.

Teen Earth Magic is vitally important. Teens are at an

age when you're really wrestling with these questions

- what is life about, what happens when we die, what
do | believe, what kind of person do | want to be, what
are my guiding
principles going
to be?

It's really helpful
to have a spiritual
community to
help you face
those questions.
To be able to
doitinaplace
where other
people will sup-
portyou is very
different than
having to do it
alone or face the
condemnation of
your community.

Reclaiming is
not a dogmatic
religion where
we give the an-
swers. But | think
we have an approach that is of great value. | think there's
strength in the Pagan tradition, in the creativity and the
sharing of power.

Teen Earth Magic creates a really supportive community
of young people. It’s a beautiful refuge for people who
care for one another, who aren’t ashamed to learn from
one another and teach each other.

What has TEM meant for Reclaiming as a whole?

It's a learning ground, where some of the next generation
will come from. They can begin to step up and take roles
and guide and shape Reclaiming into its next phase.

We elders are getting older! And maybe not as central as

continued on next page
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INTRODUCTION

Foreword: Interview with Starhawk (pg 3)

Author of Dreaming the Dark & Circle Round

we used to be. It's exciting to see younger people wanting
to step up.

What about younger people coming into Spiral Dance
or WitchCamp organizing?

It's great, although now that I'm older, | see the value in
Native American traditions that say, “Honor your elders.
Treat your elders with respect and care.”

Good luck with that!

Yeah. Empowerment is great, but elders actually do know
some things, which we've discovered through trial and
error. Youth don't need to be condemned to making the
same mistakes all over again. They can learn from our
experience.

Part of creating the Teen Earth Magic Workbook is
passing along lessons and ways of looking at things.

That's so important. Inside and outside of Reclaiming,
young people are grappling with questions around
gender, around diversity, all of these issues - trying to
contend with not fitting into the roles that society offers.

LIMITED FIRST EDITION

STARHAWh

BESTSELLING A TH JRQF THE FIFTH SACRED THING

Novels

« The Fifth Sacred Thing

 Walking to Mercury

- City of Refuge

« The Last Wild Witch (picture-book for kids and everyone)

| think it's wonderful to empower youth to create their
own rituals, their own camp - to give them the skills and
tools and see what they do with them. Reclaiming and
especially Teen Earth Magic have been a supportive space
for that work.

This book is an amazing magical resource for teens — and
everyone. | really appreciate the work people have done
to gather all of these resources for the next generation.

It's pretty impressive what people in Reclaiming have
done - the number of authors and books, the music and
chants and rituals - it's been a very creative space!

What gives you hope?

Getting to teach young people Permaculture. Seeing the
Parkland [Florida] teens start a whole movement following
the violence at their school. That makes me feel hopeful.

Young people in Reclaiming give me a lot of hope -
seeing them so passionate about things. Even when I'm
butting heads with them, the fervor and life force that
they bring to bear is beautiful.

Books by Starhawk

= « The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Goddess

- Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex, & Politics

« Truth or Dare: Encounters with Power, Authority, & Mystery

« The Twelve Wild Swans: A Journey to the Realm of Magic, Healing, & Action
« The Earth Path: Grounding Your Spirit in the Rhythms of Nature

+ Webs of Power: Notes from the Global Uprising

« The Pagan Book of Living and Dying (with M. Macha Nightmare)

« Circle Round: Raising Children in Goddess Traditions
(with Diane Baker & Anne Hill)

More resources from Starhawk and Reclaiming - pages 342-351.
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INTRODUCTION

Teen Earth Magic
Is Held On Indigenous Land

Teen Earth Magic and most North American Reclaiming events are held on land stolen from
Indigenous People.
We participate in a society built on genocide and theft.
In our rituals we acknowledge this debt and participate in the magical deconstruction of this abuse.

In our activism we seek to support Indigenous organizing, and to understand and heal the ways
settler colonialism has and is influencing our efforts.

We take time to learn about the Indigenous People whose land we gather on, and how to support
their ongoing efforts for recognition, autonomy, and healing.

We are engaged in a continuing process of listening, learning, and practicing.
So mote it be.

Acknowledging Indigenous People in our ritual practice — see Ritual Skills: Honoring First People — page 59.

TeenEarthMagic.org 15
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INTRODUCTION

About Teen Earth Magic

Teen Earth Magic is a retreat for young people in the Reclaiming Tradition* of magic and activism.
Our camp is co-created by teens, young adults, and WitchCamp teachers, and is supported by parents
from Witchlets in the Woods and Redwood Magic Family Camp.

TEM began near Nevada City CA in 2008, as an offshoot of the Teens Path at Witchlets in the Woods.
TEM weaves Earth-based ritual, empowerment and awareness workings, activism, and community.

TEM is a member of Reclaiming’s WitchCamp Council, and TEM youth participate in Bay Area activist
organizing and in events such as the annual Spiral Dance ritual.

TEM teachers and young adults have anchored paths at Witchlets, Redwood Magic Family Camp,
Vermont WitchCamp, Loreley WitchCamp, Free Cascadia WitchCamp, Free Activist WitchCamp, and
Winter WitchCamp, as well as co-teaching San Francisco Bay Area classes and workshops.

For more about TEM, see pages 334-341.

Who Can Attend Teen Earth Magic?

Teen Earth Magic is open to young people from Reclaiming Tradition* groups and their guests. Visit
our website for more information - TeenEarthMagic.org.

We welcome new folks at our family and all-ages camps - a great place for young people to be part of
an Earth-based circle and meet TEM participants and teachers.

Visit WitchCamp.org for camp contacts, or email us with questions — TeenEarthMagic@gmail.com
or Quarterly@Reclaiming.org.

* - for more about Reclaiming, see page 34 and visit Reclaiming.org.
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INTRODUCTION

What Is Magic? - Teens Roundtable

Magic is one of those words that means something
different to everyone who uses it. Whether or not we
“believe in magic” or “do magic” often depends on what
we mean by the word.

Here's what TEM participants think about magic. As you
read, you might want to get out your journal and answer
some of these questions for yourself. (See page 25.)

What does magic mean to you?

Dusky: Magic is intentionally creating your own reality. |
don’t mean that in a delusional sense. It's like if you wake
up in the morning and say, “I'm going to be happy today”
- there’s a pretty good chance you'll actually be happy.
When | do magic that tries to affect the world outside me,
that’s when the lines get blurry. I've always struggled with
my scientific mind arguing against my magical self - is
this real, or is this just me convincing myself?

Meagan: Magic is the ability we have to influence reality
in non-linear ways, to generate energy for an outcome
and transfer it through non-physical means. It’s intuitive,
not rational. It can't be fully explained. It's mysterious.

KaeliMo: It's super vague - it's a mystery! It's different for
everybody, which is part of what'’s cool - it's a no-pressure
way to learn and work things out, to figure out what I'm
trying to do in the real world.

Miranda: | think magic is different for every person. Many

Magic can be flashy and physical (top right) or quiet and contemplative (lower left).

g7 A

times it's within you, mental, or something within your
heart, your intuition. It's not like fairy magic, like a book
or TV show. Magic is not going to just make something
happen for you. Things will happen, but you have to help
it through.

Mykel: It's the ways that our beliefs and intentions
fundamentally change the world.
Something about myth/story, and
how telling a different story about
yourself changes your situation.

Rhys: Magic is energy. | think it
exists in everything we do and
everything we are. It’s difficult to put
into words. | think I'm still defining
the word.

What is the link between
magic and energy?

Ola’i Wildeboar: To me, magic is
the energy of the Earth that flows all
around us. It’s the little miracles we
experience every day and the good

continued on next page
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INTRODUCTION

What Is Magic? - Teens Roundtable (pg 2)

outcome are dramatized, which opens up new ways
of relating to the situation. It frees up brain cells and
makes new neural connections, which allow for ideas
and solutions that wouldn't otherwise be thought of.

Mykel: For me, magic is something you do, a process
- but it’s also a thing that just exists in everything,
without us “doing” anything. Part of doing magic is
opening up to that — that magic is in everything.

Max: Magic entails knowledge and use of science,
universal laws, art, and mystery. Magic is wisdom
and love woven into an art form of personal
development and transformation.

Dusky: It's making an intentional choice, then
constantly reaffirming and renewing that choice
- also sometimes having some little ritual you
work around it. It's like self-hypnotism in a way.
T - i : That'’s probably the main way | practice magic

Teen Earth Magic 2008 campers celebrate our first year of camp! - intentionally telling myself how I'm going to
experience the world. It really changes things.

feelings that make us light up inside. We are all capable Ola’i Wildeboar: It's something that happens within the
of magic — from the little voice in our head that tells us thoughts and emotions, and the energy within us. It's
right from wrong, to the compassion we feel for a friend slower, more internal - not something that can be seen
in need - it’s all magic. Our living, breathing, consciously so easily with our eyes.

loving souls are magic.

continued on next page

Lucy: Magic is the energy created when thought or time
or practice is put into something. | believe

that everything we do, say, or think sends out
vibrations and energy into the universe — to me,
that is magic. Practicing magic is the focus on
exactly what energy you are sending into the
universe and why.

Ingrid: What | call magic is moments in time
- the quality of the day, walking down the
street and it's perfectly sunny and warm, a
slight breeze - | don’t know how to explain
it, but I'm pretty sure everyone knows what
I mean, and has felt like that. It's a feeling of,
to be completely cheesy, “wholeness” - why
isn't there a better word? More than just the
moment - all-encompassing.

How does magic work?

Meagan: Magic creatively changes individual

or group consciousness. By being present with Teen Earth Magic 2012 campers pay homage to the Chinook Salmon, whose magic
an intention in ritual, a situation and desired inspires our camp.
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INTRODUCTION

What Is Magic? - Teens Roundtable (pg 3)

Talise: | think that magic is about self-reflection, and
reflection in general. There are a lot of ways to do that,
like meditation, or working through things in a ritual
- focusing on something and thinking about how

itis in your life or in the world and maybe making a
specific change. Magic is actively manifesting change.

How is magic different from things like
meditation or seeing a counselor?

Miranda: In meditation, you get to know, like, this is
a part of me | didn’t know, or this is something | want
to change. With magic, it's more like making charms,
spells, rituals — it's making the change itself. Medita-
tion shows you what you might want to do. Magic
can help you on the journey.

Talise: Yeah, magic helps you make change - not just
to realize what needs to be done. You do an exercise
and start the change.

How have your ideas about magic or
spirituality changed?

Rhys: When | was a child, | thought of magic as a physical
power. As | got older | realized that it exists more within
myself and what is around me. It cannot be held, but felt.

Ola’i Wildeboar: When | was little, | thought if | worked
hard enough | could learn to fly or shoot lightning out of
my fingertips. And | thought that with whatever spell |

was doing, the results would be immediate. | realize now
that although some magic can be visible or physical or
immediate, that’s not all magic is, and that is not usually
how magic works.

Lucy: For me, the realization that most magic doesn't
produce a result in a day. Some of the most powerful
work I've seen and done is long-term. Thinking of magic
as a journey has helped me progress as a spiritual being.

Ingrid: | used to like being identified as a Pagan or a witch.
| was happy to have these basic guiding Reclaiming
principles. Lately, | just want to love nature —it's

all I care about. Seriously, I'm sure | believe there’s
something larger, deities and such. But the idea of
deities has been less important to me. I've been
exploring interacting with the natural world, figuring
out how to integrate my daily life so | can be outin
nature more - in the forest, the mountains.

Dusky: Over the years, | have been able to incorpo-
rate magic into my inclined-toward-science mind.
That's powerful to me, that | never have to choose
between magic or science - it could be both. Magic is
the science we haven't yet “scienced,” that we haven't
yet been able to quantify.

Photos - Some years we've visited the Yuba River, one of
numerous California rivers where Salmon once swam freely.
Today, activists work to restore the Salmon runs.
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INTRODUCTION

What Is Earth Magic? - Teens Roundtable

What is “Earth” magic?

Sequoia: It's funny - | have this reaction that we're on our
hands on the ground, we're directly in contact with the
Earth, and we're speaking the names of plants. It's a vis-
ceral type of magic that immediately comes to mind. It's
so easy to get into this esoteric world of spells and song
and poetry - | think Earth magic is specifically rooted

in things that we can see and touch and speak to. Even
when it appears in esoteric ways, it's grounded, quite liter-
ally, in the real world.

Hilary: It's the idea of Earth as divinity, the energetic
engagement with this being that we reside on. It's the
connection to the mystery of the bones of the spells.

Dusky: What | believe is that the Earth and everything
alive on it is connected, and there is some greater con-
sciousness existing through that - something greater
than the sum of its parts.

Hilary: It's a wisdom that we both know and don’t know.
It speaks to our bodies — to our energy bodies and our
community bodies, our collective bio-diverse experiential
bodies - it's that web of connection, that interweaving

of deity and plant and animal and mineral and unnamed
mysterious cauldron - that’s what makes it “Earth” magic.

Teen Earth Magic gets down to the nitty-gritty with our 2018 theme: Mushrooms & Fungi.
Artwork by Aja. Photo by Pavani.

Sequoia: Earth magic is about recognizing the life

and magic in the plants and animals we're interacting
with, and recognizing it as collaborative and interactive
magic.

What do you mean when you say that Earth
magic is collaborative?

Sequoia: There's an older idea of magic as control over
the elements - it's a manipulative type of magic. In
Reclaiming, we talk about the concept of power-over
versus power-with — Earth magic is very much a power-
with experience, allowing our concept of sentience to
spread across beings that we can’t share words with.

Hilary: If you are invoking a deity, you are invoking the
stories of the people who created them, the fragments
of the stories that are lost and are held in the rocks and
the drops of water at that place. If you invoke a tree, you
invoke the idea of a tree, but you're also invoking what
the tree has to say, beyond metaphor. Even science -
you look at a leaf and see that there’s not enough water,
the edges are dryer, and you know what that means for
the ecosystem of the forest — that’s also Earth magic. It’s
not just imagining and personifying Butterfly or Bee or
Salmon - it’s listening to what their
Earth-bodies are telling us.

A living relationship with the
Earth, you could say?

Hilary: | can't help thinking about
the chant we just sang in ritual:

We must let the land shape us
Let water carve canyons in us
Let the wind build and break us
Let fire remake us*

The song speaks to what Earth
magic is — a dialectical relationship.
It's not “mastery over”

It's about learning skills of interac-
tion and skills of community. It's not
like, " now have taken Elements of
Magic, so | get to level-up!”

It's about collectivity.

*—song by Nicole, Lindsay, & Clarice /
Free Cascadia WitchCamp.
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INTRODUCTION

Who Are We (and what do we call ourselves?)

Take our survey and see how your answers compare to TEM campers! See the next page for TEM results.

Words Call Don’t call myself but | Don’tuse | Huh? Notes
myself OKif others do or like

Pagan/Paganism

Neo-Pagan

Witch/Witchcraft

Magic

Wicca/Wiccan

Reclaiming

New Age

Alternative Spirituality

Spells/Spellcrafting
Goddess-based
Earth-based

Spiritual

Religious

Agnostic

Atheist

Skeptic

Anarchist

Activist
Radical

Artist
Woo

Hippie
Other:

COMMENTS:
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INTRODUCTION

Who Are We (and what do we call ourselves?)

What do Teen Earth Magic folks call ourselves? What terms
do we use to describe what we're doing at camp?

Here are results from our non-scientific poll taken at Teen
Earth Magic (see previous page for survey questions).

The most common self-description words
Magic

Witch/Witchcraft

Artist

Earth-based

Other words that people like - but more folks
say, “l don’t use it about myself”

Activist

Spiritual Mixed reviews (half
Pagan positive/half-negative)
Reclaiming

Alternative Spirituality
Spells/Spellcrafting

Hippie

Terms that most
people are indifferent
about or don't like

Terms that get high
marks, but also a
few negatives

Anarchist Neo-Pagan
Radical Religious
Woo New Age
Goddess-based Wicca
Skeptic
Agnostic
Atheist

And a few write-ins that we’ll ask next time
Super-Awesome

Redneck

Free-Thinker

Off-Gridder

Photos

Teens create body art illustrating some of our camp themes:
- Top: Journey of the Monarch Butterfly (2012)

« Middle: The Bard’s Journey (2011)

- Left: Pentacle of the Great Turning (2010 & 2017)
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INTRODUCTION

Teens Roundtable: What Do We Believe?

How do you refer to your spiritual Mykel: The word “witch,” to me, means that a person
involvement? Are there names you use? practices the art of doing magic, instead of focusing on

Ingrid: Up till a few months ago | would have labeled any particular theology.

myself “Pagan.” Recently, my favorite expression is, “l find

myself in nature!” | could go on for hours and hours trying Were you raised in a spiritual tradition?

to explain it, but if there’s one phrase that says what | feel Ari: | was raised Christian, and taught that using magic
right now, that’s it. was evil. But | was allowed to check out other religions.
Dusky: I've been trying to find a word for the entirety of My dad was a Pagan and with him | attended rituals and
my spiritual existence. | even fluctuate between whether Witchlets, where | began to look into Paganism. Both

| refer to myself as a spiritual or religious person. Finding parents had a respect for each other’s religions and never

a concise word is not
easy. I'm usually like, “I'm
Wiccan-ish, I'm Pagan-ish.”

What about ‘witch’?

Mykel: | love the word
“witch."l like that it's
about being a powerful,
purposeful person instead
of being attached to

any one religion. | don't
identify as a Wiccan
because | associate

that word with more
theologically-rigid
traditions that emphasize
the gender binary.

Ingrid: | like “witch,’
although it requires more
explanation, and a lot of
people look at you and do
this weird smile.

Dusky: | like “witch,” even

put them down.

Ola’i Wildeboar: My
mother was raised strict
Catholic but chose
Native American and
Wiccan practices in

her early adulthood.
My dad'’s family

was agnostic but
occasionally practiced
magic. Wicca especially
resonated with me, so |
chose to go deeper.

Damien: | was born into
Reclaiming and went
to rituals and camps
when | was young. |
created an altar on my
bookcase and followed
my own path in my
early teen years. | enjoy
our traditions and
some of the practices.
I've bought many tarot

if | don't literally believe what witches believed when decks, magic stones, and pendulums.
the word first came into being. But | really identify with . . .
witches. Peter: At birth | was a multitude of stitched-together

spiritualities. | attended Sunday school, led by my mother,
at a small Methodist church where we would watch the
Sun rise on Solstice. | was baptized over a Mayan fire for
Dusky: Being a rad, bad-ass feminist. Witches are spunky peace and unification of the Earth. As | grew older we
chicks. Witches weren't afraid to be different, and that's settled into Reclaiming and the Red Road.

a really big part of my self-identity — that I'm okay with
being weird and wackadoo and all that stuff. It's part of
my spirituality to be weird.

What does ‘witch’ mean to you?

Meagan: | was raised by a mom who used to pray for
hours a day, pouring her woes to Jesus and saying Amen
ten times at the end. She also taught me about astrology,

Photo - Solstice in the Streets, San Francisco, June 2011. continued on next page
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INTRODUCTION

Roundtable: What Do We Believe? (pg 2)

and she avidly believed in reincarnation, seeing family
members in every animal we came across. Now | attend a
Quaker church. Quakers advocate “no dogma,” and offer
many interpretations of traditional Christian texts and
myths that are more resonant with my current worldview.

Mykel: My friend was involved in the Unitarian Church
and they have a Pagan Interest Circle that does moon
circles. I'd come along, and | was super into that from the
beginning. It still feels good and natural to do that. | don't
think | have another part of my practice and identity that
has stayed with me as long as this has.

KaeliMo: When | was young, our dad took us to a bunch
of different traditions. We'd go to UUs (Unitarians) one
week, then go meditate in a yurt, then the next week we'd
go with our friends to a Catholic service. For a while in
high school | practiced Orthodox Judaism. Partly because
I've experienced a lot of different traditions, | kind of
identify as an agnostic, Unitarian type of person.

How is it to follow in your parents’ tradition?

Peter: | always followed in my mother’s spiritual path
because it felt right. | loved the empowerment of the
Reclaiming community, and value the ethics and manners
and the recognition of equally valuable traditions from
the Red Road.

Ola’i Wildeboar: Both my parents are open to all religions
but especially to Earth-based ones. My parents have
supported and taught me what | needed to know.

Lucy: My parents felt very strongly about raising me

so that | would be free to choose any spiritual path,
including none at all. While | am immensely thankful for
that decision and the opportunities it has presented, |
remember being very confused as a child.

What specifically was confusing?

Lucy: Most of my friends were Christian and | remember
having a lot of struggle with being taught about the
unknown, particularly about life after death. Fearing
death as a child and fearing it being the end of everything
has shaped my personality in a positive way and given me
a really thankful feeling toward every day of life.

What has drawn you to work with Teen Earth
Magic and Reclaiming?

Miranda: Teen Earth Magic is a camp where a bunch of

teenagers get to hang out, do a lot of different types of
magic, learn about each other - and have a lot of fun. You
learn a lot about how others do magic. And everyone was
so welcoming. By the end, | really knew everyone and was
completely part of the group.

Ingrid: | appreciate the activism, and the inclusive nature
- wanting to accept and value being diverse. | love that
about Reclaiming, that we make space for and value diver-
sity in every sense.

Maeve: One of the things | remember about Witchlets is
when | was eight and got to have a ritual role, and got to
be around a bunch of other people who were doing roles,
people of all different ages. | got to learn by watching and
being treated like | was on the same level as the others.

Dusky: When I'm in a Reclaiming camp or group, | don’t
feel like I have to be any one way. l initially thought | was
supposed to be super magicky, super spiritual. But | real-
ized pretty quickly that wasn’t the case, that there would
be someone in the community that would want to join
me in whatever goofball activity | wanted to do.

Sequoia: My first year at Witchlets, | was eleven, and |
was finally getting to learn from people who knew about
magic! Now I'm 25. In some ways that sense of mysticism
is so normal for me now that | take it for granted.

What keeps you coming back?

Natasha: A big part of what brings me back is the people.
They're my family, people I've grown up with. It's some-
thing I feel really lucky and blessed to have.

Sequoia: The experience of being a co-creator.

Maeve: The same for me. My first year at Witchlets | was
three. It was new and exciting and unexpected at every
turn — it was completely magical. Part of the role | now
see myself in, as a Weaver and ritual planner and student
teacher, is creating that magic again. There’s a different
kind of magic that comes from being behind the scenes.
But also keeping that spontaneity and unexpectedness
and discovery for people who haven't had the chance to
experience this. It's one of the most gratifying things, to
pass on that sense of wonder and excitement even as |
move on and go deeper with it.

Charlotte: | love having a space for young people to

do magic in nature, people who are there for the same
reason, who want to do Earth magic. There’s only so many
teenage witches in your life!
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INTRODUCTION

What Do I Believe (or Not)?

Here's a chance to meditate on your own beliefs and non-beliefs. You could do it while you're washing dishes or commuting
to school or work — but why not take a little time and first create a magical circle?

PREP

Set aside 30 minute or more where you can be undisturbed.
Bring - Book of Shadows or journal and pen; water; comfortable, layered clothes; music player if you wish.
Music — Reclaiming’s Labyrinth Meditation Music - on all streaming services. Put this 8-minute track on loop and settle in.

Sacred space - decide how you will do it. See the Rituals Skills chapter for ideas for quickly creating a circle (especially
pages 49-51). You can also simply close your door, stand tall and relaxed, and take five deep breaths - one each for Earth,
Air, Fire, Water, and Spirit. When you finish, say, “Blessed Be," and sit down to write.

WORKING

@ Book of Shadows — Write for a few minutes about any of these topics that call to you. You may want to leave blank space
after your answers for later additions.

What Is Magic?
« What do you believe about magic? Is magic “real”? What does that mean? How does magic work?

«What are a few things you believe about magic/spirituality? (Note —“scientific” people can answer this one too — what does
“magic” mean to you?)

« What are a few things that you do not believe about magic? List a few things you've heard about magic/spirituality that just
don't make sense to you. Can you say why?

« When and why might you do magic, a ritual, a spell, etc?

« What is the point of ritual? Why would you or anyone else take part in a ritual?

« Does the word “sacred” or “spiritual” or a similar word have meaning to you? What does it mean in your life and your practice?

« What does Goddess/God/Deity/Divinity mean to you? Do you have relations with or attraction to any specific deities? What
would you say you get from relating to these beings? (Or what might you wish to get)?

Your Involvement and Commitment

+ Do you presently see magic and ritual as something you do or wish to do alone (“solitary”)? With a small circle? Only when
someone else organizes it? With a community of people who gather regularly? What draws you to one or another way?

« What were a couple of pivotal moments in your realizing you are (or might be) a Pagan/anarchist/witch/whatever?
- Do you consider yourself to “belong to” or to “be a part of” Reclaiming or another group? If so, what does this mean?

« What's something you wished you got from your involvement in Paganism and/or Reclaiming? What's something you could
give/offer that you have not yet found the occasion? Any thoughts on your next steps?

More Meditations on Beliefs and Practices

See Starhawk’s books: The Spiral Dance, The Twelve Wild Swans, and Truth or Dare.

o TeenEarthMagic.org 25



INTRODUCTION

Covens, Circles, & Solitaries

Circles & Covens

In popular lore, a coven is a secret circle of witches. For
magical people, a coven can mean a committed circle,
sometimes dedicated to a particular kind of magic.

Around Reclaiming, people tend more to say, “My circle is
meeting tonight,” or “I talked about it with my circle”

Used this way, a circle means

maybe you want to have a farewell ritual, to recall good
times together and then formally end the relation.

Solitaries - Magic without a Circle

Solitaries — people who work magic alone — have long been
part of the magical tradition. In fact, witches and magicians
working in groups might be
the exception, not the norm.

around four to ten people who
meet regularly as a closed
group. Some circles do deep
healing magic. Others are “play
and pray” groups who meet to
do spontaneous (and sometimes
less than fully serious) ritual.
Some gather to sing or chant,
some share food. Some go to
protests together.

'x

s

How Do Circles Form?

Sometimes circles form when
folks meet in Reclaiming classes
or at WitchCamps.

Other times, a few friends join
together. Some keep showing
up, some drop out. New people
are invited, until finally you have
consistent group. Voila — a circle!

What if people show up sporadically, or they're always
late? You'll have to decide - is the person’s low level of
commitment hurting the circle?

How Long Do Circles Last?

A few circles keep meeting for many years. One Bay Area
circle that formed in the 1990s from an Elements of Magic
class still meets regularly, and most of the members have
become Reclaiming teachers.

Others meet for a year-and-a-day, or for a year-or-so.
Some end gracefully, with a final ritual and much love.
Some fizzle out when people stop showing up.

The good news is, once in a while a circle really jells - just
like once in a while a street theater troupe or a hip-hop
crew really coalesces and does something amazing. Keep
trying — in the long run, the odds are in your favor!

If a person is leaving the circle, or the circle is ending,

| ummw ¢

A CII'C/e practices protest tactics at a nonviolent activism training.

When we talked to people
about this book, one solitary
said, “l don't like doing magic
with other people because |
always wind up feeling silly”
(Others said this was pre-
cisely why they do like group
rituals.)

Some who love group
magic also have a “personal
practice” that they do alone
- meditation, circle casting,
tarot readings, etc.

It's like music — some people
only play with others. Some
do it alone. Many do both,

depending on the situation.

In the long run you'll dis-
cover what works for you. We hope this book helps.

Meanwhile, work with what’s available. If you have some
friends who want to explore magic, try a circle.

If not, guess what? You're a solitary until further notice!

Solo Workings in this Book

Many rituals and workings in this book include a Solo
Working section for one or a few people. Some are actu-
ally “solo work” even in a larger group - tarot readings,
labyrinth walks, altars — you do the working on your own
whether you're a solitary or part of a 30-person group.

Social Magic - For Real!

For workings that need a group, we sometimes suggest
trying it with friends - at a birthday party, with a youth
group, or on a rainy afternoon. A lot of the workings in
this book are fun and powerful whether or not you're do-
ing a ritual. Try Lifting Each Other Up or a Blessing Circle.
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INTRODUCTION

Magical & Ritual Etiquette

Observe these simple guidelines and you'll be welcome in open circles!

Reclaiming and the greater Pagan community share a
few practices and a basic etiquette that students of the
Craft should be aware of.

These guidelines are always in flux and being renegotiat-
ed. If you are meeting with a circle, take time to discuss
these issues and other agreements (see Introduction:
Agreements).

- Don't“out” other people as Pagans or witches. Even
as times change and Paganism becomes more widely
accepted, understanding and tolerance is not universal.
Some people need to protect their identity as Pagans
and witches in order not to compromise themselves in
other parts of their lives.

« Each person has the right to be addressed by the name
and pronoun they request. Some circles begin by sharing
preferred names and pronouns, which might be differ-
ent than what we assume, or how the person identifies
in other parts of their lives. We can honor the diversity of
our circles by listening and respecting these requests.

« A magical circle is not for observers — it is participatory
and experiential. In a ritual, all participants are expect-
ed to conduct themselves in a manner respectful to the
Goddess and to support the magical workings. If you're
not prepared to focus your attention and ef-

- Traditional lore teaches that consecrated objects easily
absorb energy - do not touch anyone’s magical tools,
such as a wand, chalice, athame, jewelry, drum, or other
ritual regalia, without the owner’s permission.

- If you find it necessary to tend to personal needs after
the circle has been cast, you can quietly leave and return
to the circle. If you leave for good, let someone know.

« The use of alcohol or non-prescription, mind-altering
drugs and substances shows disrespect and puts the
user(s) on another wavelength than the nonuser(s).

« What occurs in circle is sacred and not to be talked about
with those who were not part of the circle (exception - if
you feel someone’s safety or well-being is in danger — see
Introduction: Agreements).

By observing these simple, common-sense guidelines,
you'll find a welcome place in most open circles. And
that could lead to invitations to smaller, more intimate
private rituals!

Adapted from a Reclaiming Newsletter article by longtime
TEM supporter M. Macha NightMare. Find all our back issues
at WeaveAndSpin.org/back-issues/.

forts on the ceremony, don't join the circle.

+ Do not take photographs or video unless you
have advance agreement with planners. The
ritual, and memories of it, are to be carried in
your heart. The exception is when a photog-
rapher has been designated ahead of time
and is announced to participants. At public
rituals such as the Spiral Dance or Beltane,
photographing altars or the maypole before
and after the ritual is also accepted.

- Craft ceremonies are not inviolably solemn,
but they are serious in central purpose.
Inappropriate talking, joking, laughing,
etc are disrespectful and interfere with
the ceremony. Our attitude, conduct, and
energy should reflect both joyousness and
solemnity. There will be time after the ritual
for the sharing of food, drink, conversation,

et Pl P o P Jo

and merrymaking.

Magical etiquette — always ask permission before you lie down on Pagan laps.
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Curses, Hexes, & Negative Magic

So What About Curses?

Curses and hexes have a long and illustrious history in magic.

Greeks and Romans created “curse scrolls” - thin lead
sheets inscribed with names and magical words, then
rolled up and dropped into a well or creek, where they
survived for millennia until discovered by modern archae-
ologists. Ancient people were serious about their magic!

Halloween brings us the most common image of a Euro-
pean witch - a hag who hurls crook-fingered curses.

And face it, who hasn’t wished for the power to turn their
adversaries — or their geometry teacher - into newts?

Asking for What We Want

When doing spells and magical workings, we state our in-
tentions and desires in positive terms - focusing on posi-
tive developments we want in our lives and the world.

We avoid infusing magical energy into negative thoughts
such as harm to adversaries or fears about how our lives
might go.

For example, we ask to ace the exam or audition, rather than
not failing. We ask the universe to fill our lives with love,
rather than that we not feel lonely or rejected.

Notice how this connects to curses — when a co-worker
irritates us, we don't ask that they “lose” their job - al-
though we might wish that they “find” a different one.

The Law of Threefold Return

Unfortunately, as many of us learn the hard way, when
we put negative energy into the world it has a way of
returning on us.

In fact, it happens so often that we speak of the Law of
Three-Fold Return, or simply the Law of Threes.

Three-fold isn’t an exact calculation — but it’s close
enough that we may want to take care about the
energy we're putting into the world!

With most people, it's easy — we can smile, say a kind
word, hold a door, or pay a little extra on a bill - simple
acts that send good energy into the world

But what about those truly aggravating people we
come across? We all know them - people who we wish
would move to Siberia and not stay in touch.

How do we “keep things positive” with them?
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A Magical Shrinking Spell

Here'’s a handy skill - how to magically shrink someone’s
significance in your life.

Suppose a classmate is driving you crazy by their lousy at-
titude. Being around them is making you miserable, and it
might even hurt your grades.

If you curse or hex the person and wish that they flunk out
of the class, you risk having it return on you - you might
get away from them by flunking out yourself.

What if instead you crafted a spell where you claim the class
as your own? Imagine yourself thriving in class, with ideal
allies and support. Make a list of the qualities you want and
demand: cooperation, good humor, focus, showing up on
time... Try to state them in positive terms (eg, ask for “intel-
ligent discussions,’ rather than “no stupid comments.)

Once you list a half-dozen, say each word or phrase and
take a breath, pausing to picture your ideal environment.

Empower your vision by singing along with a chant
(visit WeaveAndSpin.org/playlists) — try Kore Chant (She
Changes Everything She Touches) or Weave and Spin.

continued on next page

Transformational Tableaux — one way to deal with negative energy.
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Curses, Hexes, & Negative Magic (pg 2)

Will your aggravating classmate be there next time?
Probably - but they may have shrunk a bit. The more we
empower our own work and vision, the less important
others'bad attitudes become.

What About Negative Energy?

Magic can change our hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits —
it helps us to be more focused, grounded, and powerful.

Why spend time doing negative magic toward someone
else, when we could be doing positive magic for our-
selves?

But it's a two-way street. What if we feel someone is di-
recting bad energy at us (sometimes subtly, sometimes
not), or even doing negative magic toward us?

Shielding & Shadow Work

Shielding is a way to guard ourselves from specific en-
ergy while remaining open to the world.

Rather than dealing with difficult situations or negative
energy by withdrawing or shutting ourselves down, we
can craft a magical shield that allows us to fully en-
gage with all parts of our lives.

Shadow work lets us get in touch with difficult sides
of ourselves and our world. Sometimes it can be fun.
Not always.

Why does shadow work matter?

Because when someone aggravates or angers us, it’s

often because they are “pushing one of our buttons.”
Their words and actions land right on one of our sore
spots, and we hurt all over again.

If we look at difficult parts of ourselves in magical
ways, maybe we can be more flexible in “real life.”

See Workings: Boundaries and Workings: Shadow

Negative Energy In Rituals

If magic works, we may encounter energies that
surprise, upset, and maybe even scare us. What's
going on?

Magic, no matter how far-reaching and mind-bend-
ing, is always our own experience. No matter what

and is always in our power to challenge, to change - or
to step away from.

Banishing Negative Energies

Suppose negative energies do show up during or after
a ritual — now what? Here’s a few magical techniques for
reclaiming your power.

«Turn the lights on. You don’t have to wait until the work-
ing is complete. If you don't like the energy, turnon a
light. Open a door or window. Get some fresh air.

« Name the energies. Trust your intuition and name what
you are feeling. Use the name to demand that the energy
desist and depart. “Negativity, be gone!”

- Devoke quickly. End the working and quickly devoke
what you called in. Open the circle.

Then move to another space and re-ground yourself.
Have something solid to eat. Shift your attention — watch
a movie, play a game, give your cat a bath.

For more ideas about changing and shifting energy, see
Workings: Auras and Workings: Shadows.

Transformational Tableaux — a way to work with difficult energy. What if we
act out the tensions and frustrations — then transform them into support
and understanding?

other beings or energies we might encounter, the
experience remains uniquely and completely ours,
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Drugs, Alcohol, Health, & Safety

Drugs & Alcohol: Our Agreement

Reclaiming has only a few things where we say, “Don’t do
this.” One of those is showing up at rituals or classes after
having taken drugs or alcohol.

What counts as a drug? Well, if it's illegal, or something
you don't have a prescription or medical card for, it’s prob-
ably a drug for our purposes here.

With substances like caffeine and sugar that are legal but
also impact people’s behavior and moods, we ask people
at our rituals, retreats, and classes to use them in modera-

at TEM). See more photos in the Activism section.

Yes, we worry about your health and safety — although that doesn’t stop us from
inviting you to climb 50 feet up a tree (an optional workshop offered some years

tion and not use them to “get high"”

What you do outside of rituals and classes is your own
business. But if you do magic in the Reclaiming Tradition
- and particularly if you invite others to join you — we trust
you to remain free of drugs and alcohol before and during
the ritual, camp, or class (this includes post-ritual social-
izing, which is still part of the event).

We can't enforce this — we don't have any police, and we
don't have a horrible place to send your soul after you die.

Instead, we offer some reasons for asking this agreement:

(1) We're going on a journey together - let’s
start off from more or less the same place.
Agreeing to show up and stay drug- and
alcohol-free strengthens our group magic.

(2) Many people - of all ages — are in recovery
from substance abuse, or are trying to avoid
substances. Drug-and-alcohol-free rituals create
a safer space and show solidarity with those
committed to sobriety.

(3) Magic and ritual can be spiritually and emo-
tionally challenging - in fact, the strongest magic
always is. Would we get high and go scuba-diving
or rock-climbing? Then why would we be so care-
less with our spiritual practice?

Magical Safety: Your Experience

Reclaiming magic does not involve “losing
ourselves.” Our practice is about increasing our
awareness.

When we trance and do other consciousness-
changing magic, we remain aware of what is
within and around us.

It may seem exciting to lose ourselves in a ritual
or trance, to let the magic completely take over.
But magic actually involves becoming more
aware, not less. Unless we deliberately ignore our
bodies or surroundings, we always remain aware
at some level of all that is going on.

At all times, we know if there is danger at any level.
When necessary, we are able to quickly return to
full awareness, to act and react as needed.

At the end of a magical working or trance, we

continued on next page
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Drugs, Alcohol, Health, & Safety (pg 2)

typically feel refreshed and filled with life. If we feel de-
pleted, cranky, or bored, something isn't working.

Sure, anyone can feel cranky or bored during a ritual. It
happens to the best of us. But if you feel that way after-
ward, when you can do anything you want - it might be
time to try a new type of magical working!

Indoor Fire Safety

At our retreats, fire magic plays a major role. The opening
teens ritual at Witchlets often involves casting flour into a
bonfire to create a theatrical flash. Bay Area Brigid rituals

often include a central flaming cauldron.

In our homes, fire is not a safe magical tool. Magic
involves an altered state where we don't always notice
mundane details like flammable clothes or curtains.

Don't do fire magic in a physically unsafe space - you'll
feel that negative energy and it will undermine your work.

Most of the workings in this book do not involve fire.
Those that do are for campfires, so unless you have an
amazing back yard with a bonfire pit, you may need to
wait for a special occasion.

Fire safety tip — never build a ritual bonfire in your bedroom!

If you burn candles indoors, avoid open flames. Magic can
be distracting - stick with glass jar candles or an enclosed
tea-light holder. Tell your parents that these are the safest
kind and maybe they’ll buy you a case.

Even with glass jar candles, take these precautions:

- Create a special candle altar from non-flammable mate-
rial, sturdy and uncluttered, away from curtains, wall-
hangings, clothes, stacks of paper, and cans of gasoline.

« Have a smoke alarm in the room and a water-pressure
fire extinguisher handy. Neither is expensive, and they're
good to have for any emergency - ask your parents’ sup-
port on this. Test the alarm with real smoke, and test the
extinguisher outside.

+When you leave the room even for a moment, extinguish
all candles - make it a dedicated magical practice. Candles
re-light easily!

- Never get in bed or fall asleep with candles burning. End
your ritual and extinguish all flames.

Agreements: Ways We Work Together

Part of safety in sacred space is trusting the people we
work with, and coming to some
understandings about how we will
treat one another.

On the following pages you'll find
some agreements that we renew

before each camp (modifying the
list as we go).

Working with other people is never
easy — toss in magic and the feelings
it can stir up, and you can some-
times find yourself in a pretty hot
cauldron!

Agreements can’t guarantee smooth
sailing — but they might reduce mis-
understandings, and give you a place
to reconnect when things get rocky.

Our Ethics Agreement

TEM teachers and young adult men-
tors also discuss and sign an Ethics
Agreement regarding working with
young people. See page 337.
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Agreements We Make

Why We Make Agreements Agreements for Using This Book
In our camps, paths, and classes, we've found it helpful to Confidentiality - what happens in the circle is discussed
make some agreements — ways that we agree to treat one only among those present — and only when they are pres-
another and the group. ent (no gossip).
Agreements are part of Reclaiming’s anarchist heritage. Not everyone wants to be “out of the broom closet.” Not
Anarchists say that there is no one above us to make rules everyone wants others to know that they are doing magic,
— we have to come to agreements among ourselves. or that they are interested in spirituality.
The fewer rules, the more cooperative We can always share our own
people tend to be. Group agreements take experiences and tell others
longer, and often come out differently than Four Key Agreements what we did in a class or
expected. But they make stronger circles. circle. But we don't identify
At Teen Earth Magic, we start each year by - Confidentiality / No Gossip pthers who were present, or

. S if they are already known, we
looking at our past agreements, seeing if ; ,
we want to change anything, then re- - Respect / No Put-Downs deﬁmtely don t.talkab.out
agreeing. ' things others did or said.

+ One Group / No Cliques Exception - if you feel some-

The list tends to grow - it's a great idea to
make agreements about all sorts of things, . Right to Pass / Self Care
from quiet times at camp, to respectful
touch, to a commitment not to use drugs or
alcohol while doing Reclaiming magic.

one is in danger, it is always
okay to talk to your parents
or others you think can help.
Remember - you only get
one chance to break confidentiality with a person — they

For this book, we've chosen several agreements that are probably won't trust you again. Knowing that, make your
important if you're doing magic alone or with others. If best decision.

you think of other agreements you want in your group (or

with yourself) - go for it. Respect / No Put-Downs - treating others as we want to

be treated. Listening. Giving others your full attention
during rituals and exercises. Learning to support dif-
ferences and diversity in the group.

And especially - learning to talk and joke without put-
downs. How amazing it is to be together for five days,
and not hear people making fun of one another or
trying to score laughs at another’s expense.

We remember the Law of Three-Fold Return - the
energy that we put out into the world comes back on
us three times (see Intro: Curses & Negative Magic).
Respect for others makes good magical sense!

One Group / No Cliques - focus on including every-
one, especially new people. There is a relaxed, open
feeling to a group that includes everyone - no one
has to work at belonging!

People who've been coming to camp for a while are
excited to be together again, to share memories and
experiences. It can be tempting to circle with old

AT '\. ] o S
ectful touch come in handy during a massage spiral
— Teen Earth Magic 2009. continued on next page
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Agreements We Make (pg 2)

water when you need it, mentioning that you are cold
- and also mentioning that you are uncomfortable
with something that is happening.

In Reclaiming, we say: “Each person is their own
spiritual authority”” We might add “political and social
authority” as well. Each of us is responsible for our
own well-being.

In the end, each of us is responsible for discovering
and creating the magic that works for us!

Some Other Agreements
« Lights out / quiet time (or not)
- Availability of sugar and caffeine

- Gender language

Reclaiming’s Agreements

friends, to eat together, hang out in the evening, etc. Reclaiming Tradition itself also has agreements. The
Principles of Unity are a statement that unifies the

community. Not everyone agrees with every word -
but at least we have a starting place for discussions!

But every time we gather is unique. We're happy to see old
friends - but it may be the new people who best support,
inspire, or challenge us in the present moment.

See more about Reclaiming and our Principles of Unity

Our young adult mentors are especially adept at building in the following pages and at the end of the book.

group unity. Teens like being around young adults - if
the young adults set a tone of “everyone is welcome,”’
it spreads to the whole group.

At Witchlets and Redwood Magic, the dining hall is
“teens space” at night — a place where teens can stay
up late, and all young folks know they are welcome.

Right to Pass / Self Care - in our camps and classes,
people always have the “right to pass” - they can sit
out an exercise, or take part and then choose silence
during the go-round afterward.

Teen Earth Magic is about creating your own magi-
cal practice - it's not about checking off a list of
things you've done. With that in mind, if anything
in this book doesn't fit, doesn’t feel right, or you just
don’t want to do it — follow your intuition..

1 Ay

HrchforOu

Of course, if you skip major pieces, your rituals might
feel short or kind of underwhelming. Maybe you can
find an alternative. Skim through the workings in the
back of the book and see what calls to you.

Agreements help build the trust that others will truly support us — Trust Fall at
Self care means things such as getting a drink of Teen Earth Magic 2009 (see pages 312-314).
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Who Is Reclaiming?

Teen Earth Magic is part of the Reclaiming Tradition network of camps, local communities, and intentional circles.

Reclaiming is an international network of people committed to changing the world through magic and activism. Our
vision is rooted in the religion and magic of the Goddess, the Immanent Life Force.

We see our work as teaching and making magic:
the art of empowering ourselves and each other.

In our classes, workshops, and public rituals, we
train our voices, bodies, energy, intuition, and
minds.

We use the skills we learn to deepen our strength,
both as individuals and as community, to voice
our concerns about the world in which we live,
and bring to birth a vision of a new culture.

Founded around 1980 in the San Francisco Bay
Area, the Reclaiming Tradition now includes
several dozen regional communities across the
Americas and in Europe and Australia.

A 501c3 nonprofit called Reclaiming Collective is
based in San Francisco. Several other Reclaiming
communities are also organized as nonprofits.

For our Principles of Unity, see page 37.

Questions, Fan Mail, Chocolate, Etc:

ReclaimingQuarterly@gmail.com

Quarterly@Reclaiming.org
CONTACTS & WEBSITES

International Contacts: Reclaiming.org/worldwide/
About Reclaiming: Reclaiming.org/about/
WitchCamps: WitchCamp.org

Family Camps: Witchlets.org & RedwoodMagic.org
Archives, Writings, & Music: ReclaimingQuarterly.org
Current Features & Music: WeaveAndSpin.org

International Elists including Int’l Pagan Cluster
(Activism) Elist — see page 36 for elists!

Photos by Luke Hauser & Alla Irwin
Above: Climate Justice march, Oakland CA, 2015.

Right: Dancing the spiral at Witchlets in the Woods, 2018.
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WitchCamp & The Spiral Dance

Two Unique Reclaiming Activities!

Reclaiming WitchCamps

WitchCamps are extraordinary intensive retreats for the
study of magic, ritual, and for building and renewing our
commitment to each other and to world change.

WitchCamps include all levels of experience (some camps
include all ages). Newcomers learn basic magical skills.
Advanced paths offer chances to apply these tools. Par-
ticipatory rituals weave community while building skills.

Camps are currently offered in Europe, Australia, and
around North America. Some camps are family- and teen-
friendly, and offer programs for various ages.

Many camps are geographically based, and help anchor
Reclaiming communities in their region.

For information on Reclaiming WitchCamps, visit:

WitchCamp.org

L A

Stilt-dancing invokers welcome Earth at the 2010 Spiral Dance. Photo by Michael Rauner — michaelrauner.com.

The Spiral Dance

First held in 1979 to celebrate the release of Starhawk’s
book, the ritual is danced each year around Samhain - the
New Year of the Witches and one of the San Francisco Bay
Area’s biggest magical gatherings of the year.

This participatory ritual has become a central event in
the Wheel of the Year for the Reclaiming community and
beyond, as hundreds gather to honor our ancestors.

In addition to year-round ritual planners, dozens of others
come together in the weeks prior to create this amazing
gathering - singing and playing music, creating colorful
invocations, building altars and installations...

If you are in the Bay Area in late October, you can join us!

Tickets and volunteer information can be found at:

ReclaimingSpiralDance.org
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Getting Involved In Reclaiming

Reclaiming is not a group you “join” - it's more like a spider web that links people and groups (and it's sometimes as messy as
a bunch of cobwebs!). Here's how to get involved.
(A) Join our elists/facebook pages:

« RIDL - Reclaiming’s international list.

« BARD - Bay Area Reclaiming (Local rituals, activ-
ism, and events).

- Living River (LivRiv) - Pagan Cluster activism.

« Many Reclaiming groups have facebook pages -
search <Reclaiming> and scan the groups.

To join a list, email ReclaimingQuarterly@gmail.com.

(B) Visit our websites:
« Reclaiming.org - basic info, international contacts.

« WitchCamp.org - international listings, including
family and youth camps.

« WeaveAndSpin.org — current posts and selected
archive features for all devices.

« ReclaimingQuarterly.org — our original magazine site — back-issues, archives, plus dozens of online features.

« ReclaimingSpiralDance.org — hub site for the annual Bay Area Samhain/Halloween ritual — our largest gathering of the year!

(C) Read a book

« The Spiral Dance, by Starhawk — magic and rituals in the Reclaiming Tradition — weaves feminism, activism, and Earth-based
spirituality into a powerful blend that helped spark Reclaiming.

« Elements of Magic, edited by Jane Meredith and Gede Parma - a 2018 anthology of magical theory and practice featuring
contributions by writers from around the Reclaiming network.

« The Fifth Sacred Thing, by Starhawk — a gripping, post-apocalyptic novel embodying Reclaiming-style values and practices.

« Direct Action: An Historical Novel, by Luke Hauser - fast-paced story about the activist cauldron in which Reclaiming was born.

(D) Declare yourself part of the Reclaiming community

« Attend a ritual or WitchCamp; create an altar; visit our websites; read a book.

« Gather some friends for a ritual, circle, or study group — or do a solo working.

« Read our Principles of Unity on the next page and ask yourself if you accept and agree with these community statements.

«When you feel ready: Turn clockwise three times and say:“l am co-creating Reclaiming magic — | am a part of Reclaiming!”

(Bonus) Take a class - in person or online

When you feel that you're ready to take a Reclaiming class, visit Reclaiming.org/worldwide to locate a group near you - visit
their website or email them to find out if they are offering classes.

WorldTreeLyceum.org offers online classes including Reclaiming core classes. Visit their site for current offerings.

Ifyou are under age 18, please tell the teachers your age when you contact them, and tell your parent or legal guardian as well.
Until you are 18, please do not contact Reclaiming teachers without informing your parent or guardian.
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Reclaiming’s Principles of Unity

Our International Statement of Core Values

“My law is love unto all beings...”

— from The Charge of the Goddess by Doreen Valiente

The values of the Reclaiming Tradition stem from our
understanding that the Earth is alive and all of life is
sacred and interconnected. We see the Goddess as
immanent in the Earth’s cycles of birth, growth, death,
decay, and regeneration. Our practice arises from a
deep, spiritual commitment to the Earth, to healing,
and to the linking of magic with political action.

Each of us embodies the divine. Our ultimate spiritual
authority is within, and we need no other person to
interpret the sacred to us. We foster the questioning
attitude, and honor intellectual, spiritual, and creative
freedom.

We are an evolving, dynamic tradition and proudly call
ourselves witches. Our diverse practices and experiences
of the divine weave a tapestry of many different threads.
We include those who honor mysterious ones, goddesses,
and gods of myriad expressions, genders, and states of
being, remembering that mystery goes beyond form.
Our community rituals are participatory and ecstatic,
celebrating the cycles of the seasons and our lives, and
raising energy for personal, collective, and Earth healing.

We know that everyone can do the life-changing, world-
renewing work of magic: the art of changing conscious-

ness at will. We strive to teach and practice in ways that
foster personal and collective empowerment, to model
shared power and to open leadership roles to all. We
make decisions by consensus, and balance individual
autonomy with social responsibility.

Our tradition honors the wild, and calls for service to the
Earth and the community. We value peace and practice
nonviolence, in keeping with the Rede, “Harm none, and
do what you will."We work for all forms of justice: envi-
ronmental, social, political, racial, gender, and economic.
Our feminism includes a radical analysis of power, seeing
all systems of oppression as interrelated, rooted in struc-
tures of domination and control.

We welcome all genders, all gender histories, all races, all
ages, all sexual orientations, and all those differences of
life situation, background, and ability that increase our
diversity. We strive to make our public rituals and events
accessible and safe. We try to balance the need to be just-
ly compensated for our labor with our commitment to
make our work available to people of all economic levels.

All living beings are worthy of respect. All are sup-
ported by the sacred elements of Air, Fire, Water and
Earth. We work to create and sustain communities and
cultures that embody our values, that can help to heal
the wounds of the Earth and her peoples, and that can
sustain us and nurture future generations.

Teens Help Rewrite the Principles

Reclaiming’s Principles of Unity were created by the
original Reclaiming Collective in 1997. The Principles
were intended to guide the broader, decentralized Re-
claiming network and provide a baseline of agreement
as new communities and camps formed.

The Principles can be amended and updated by the
BIRCH council (Broad Intra-Reclaiming Council of Hubs),
which has met at all-Reclaiming Dandelion Gatherings.

To date, the only change in the Principles has been to
broaden the gender language. Empowered as reps by
Teen Earth Magic, two teens and a teacher traveled to
the 2012 Dandelion Gathering in Oregon and played key
roles in discussions which led to the change.
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Gender Complexities

Key Issues for Reclaiming - an Interview with Mykel Mogg

Mykel has been involved in Witchlets and Teen Earth Magic
for a decade, first as a camper and now as a teacher. He is a
trans man, first coming out at TEM, and has been active in
bringing awareness of trans issues to broader Reclaiming
and Bay Area circles.

Interview by George Franklin.

What made TEM a safe space to explore
gender?

The social dynamics of Teen Earth Magic were geared
toward transformation. Everybody was consciously choos-
ing to be in a transformative space, and the container was
set up in a way where we all agreed to hold each other in
a certain way that made it feel possible for me to explore
who | was.

| first thought of myself as sort of
being outside of gender at Teen Earth
Magic, in a trance. | talked about it
with people, and they were like, cool!
So it felt like a very low-pressure

space to explore things. barrier?”

There’s also something about it be-

ing a camp, where you're there for a

week, and can try stuff on and decide

you don't like it later. You're not changing your whole life,
just changing your whole life for a week! You try some-
thing on for a week and see if you like it.

Teen Earth Magic was the first place | changed my pro-
nouns. It was a very positive experience. It's scary, but |
felt very safe and supported. | felt confident it would be
held well. That made it possible for me to go forward into
the rest of my life with a foundation that people are hold-
ing me this way. It makes it easier to talk to other people
who might not react as understandingly.

What specifically did people do that let you
know they were your allies - and what
wasn’t helpful?

Something that gave me confidence was the conscious
setting of the container, with very strong norms about
how people listen to each other at camp.

| don’t think I'd ever heard anyone do a pronoun go-
round when [ first requested it. That was the first time.

“What’s the role of the people
who are crossing that line, or
creating a porousness in that

But we have these norms where when somebody tells
you something about their life, you listen to them and
hold them in positive regard. People didn’t do a lot of
questioning another person’s truth about themselves.
That helped a lot.

Having queer teachers who were setting the container
and holding the space was really a positive thing.

The hardest things have been a lack of “infrastructure,” for
lack of a better word. If | wanted a pronoun circle, | had to
request it and explain what you should do.

| felt this in my school life, too. | wasn't the first person to
come out as trans at my school, but | felt like my teachers
didn’t know what to do, they didn't have structures set up
for asking people their pronouns, so | really had to advo-
cate for myself if | wanted people to
use the right name and pronouns.

| had to advocate for gender-neutral
bathrooms. | remember going to the
Spiral Dance one year, and there were
men’s and women's bathrooms. So

I made my own DIY gender-neutral
signs and put them up.

It would be different for a trans per-
son coming out now, because some people have already
done the work to set up structures so you don't always
have to be asking people to do a pronoun circle or have
gender-neutral bathroomes. | think that kind of thing is
slowly improving everywhere, where you don't always
have to be building the next step for yourself.

What are Reclaiming’s next steps?

| would love for Reclaiming to be a leader in trans issues in
the broader magical communities. | think overall Reclaim-
ing has made a lot of progress on things like what deities
we invoke, and asking for people’s pronouns - having
these procedural things in place that support trans
people coming forward.

I've thought in the past that we were in a place where
we all agree that trans women are women, and should
be included in women’s rituals, and that we could be a
voice for that in pan-Pagan spaces. That's turned out to be

continued on next page
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less true than | thought it was. But | think that we can get
there. It’s possible for us to get our shit together and be
stronger allies, to be advocates for trans people in other
spaces that we go to.

What about the question of gender binaries -
seeing gender as male versus female?

For a long time I've identified myself as a boy or a man,
and that actually does fit into the gender binary on an
identity level. But the way | move through the world, the
way the world reads and treats me, doesn't fit into that
binary. | try not to change the way | look or act to fit into
an expectation of maleness. So I'm often read as a woman
or as a“what’s that?"

I'm thinking about gym class, and it’s boys versus girls,
and you've got the girls’team over here and the boys'’
team over there, and the boundary between them is
heavily policed.

What's the role of the people who are crossing over that
ling, or in the middle, or creating a porousness in that
barrier? They're doing a service to everyone in that room,
to create more freedom and to make that barrier less real,
and hopefully less policed.

It makes me think about having different
types of people invoking gods, goddesses, etc.

There’s been a lot of cool experiments. At last year’s Spiral
Dance | was asked to do the invocation of the God, which
| was excited to do with two of my friends, one of whom

is gender queer and very fem-presenting, the other a
woman. It was something | hadn’t personally seen before
in Reclaiming. There are often men in the Goddess invoca-
tion — the Goddess is in everyone! But it felt cool to do a
similar twist, finding a female archetype of the God and
exploring that.

What has TEM meant for your own growth?

Teen Earth Magic has been a home for me within Reclaim-
ing, and in general in my life. It's interesting that it actually
only exists for like five days of the year - but | have this
cohort of people that | grew up doing magic with, this
really solid sense of genuine community.

There’s a role it's played in bringing things into reality that

hadn't felt possible before. When | was a teenager, Teen
Earth Magic felt like this place totally outside my life, this
wild, fantastical space that was not related to how | was
with my family or my school or anything. As | grew up and
got more engaged and more involved with organizing,
and started seeing people outside of camp, it became
more and more a solid part of my daily life. Now | organize
with people I first met at Teen Earth Magic, and they're
part of my life year-round.

Teen Earth Magic gave me a clear path to leadership
within Reclaiming. It got me organizing things and advo-
cating for changes | wanted to see.

There’s something really cool about young people who
are already growing and changing so much having a
space that is really about transformation and change - in
a community where people don't expect you to be the
same all the time. People are willing to be like, “Oh, | dig
how you're growing as a person,” instead of expecting
people to stay the same.

Any final thoughts?

Thinking about gender at Teen Earth Magic - it's been a
political education for everyone, regardless of how they
identify. Having queer and trans people around, having the
social space to explore one’s self - that’s one of the most
lasting and transformative things we've done at camp.

How to Understand
Your Gender

A Practical Guide

by Alex lantaffi &
Meg-John Barker

HOW TO UNDERSTAND

YOUR GENDER

A practical guide for exploring who you are

This down-to-Earth guide
covers biology, history,
sociology, plus relations
with friends and family.

An excellent guide for
allies and anyone seeking
to better understand the

7
oy z 1
ALEX IANTAFFI and MEG-JOHN BARKER
Foreword by 5. Bear Bergman

complexities of gender.
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Issues of diversity, inclusion, and cultural appropriation are
among the most challenging we face in building a spiritual
community and a movement for social change. They impact
relations to the land where we hold camps and rituals, the
stories and deities we work with, and connections to our
local cities and communities.

Rahula Janowski is an organizer with Catalyst Project,
based in San Francisco and Oakland. In Spring 2018,
Rahula and co-organizer Lindsey Shively facilitated a
workshop for TEM teens and teachers around issues of
cultural appropriation, racism, and white supremacy.

Rahulais also an organizer with Witch-
lets in the Woods family camp. When
she speaks here of “story,” she is refer-
ring to the myth, story, or theme that
gives shape and content to a camp’s
rituals and magic (See Ritual Skills:
Theme and Arc).

Interview by George Franklin.

Tell us about the Catalyst Project.

The Catalyst Project is about movement building, build-
ing multi-racial movements led by people of color - for
racial justice, economic justice. Our particular focus is
working with white activists and organizers around
white supremacy, working with people who are already
in motion, already engaged in work to change the world
in a positive way,

We can't get the world we want unless we destroy white
supremacy. We can't have a world that'’s ecologically in bal-
ance, we can't have a world where people aren't exploiting
each other, if we don’t address systemic white supremacy.

Reclaiming and some other grassroots groups
are mostly white folks, but there are people
of color strongly involved. What issues do you
see coming up with these types of groups?

| think what you can see is an overwhelmingly white
culture, also called white-privilege culture, where white
is the norm, and people who are white have no idea
that it's even happening, while people of color are very
aware.

“We talk a lot about
intention, but we don’t talk
much about impact.”

It can be very alienating when white people say or do
things that are racist, not knowing that they’ve done

it — for a person of color, speaking up about that can be
exhausting. It can also have an impact on your position
in the community if you're the one who is constantly
pointing out the ways that people have messed up.

When you have white folks who are really committed to
building a better world, and they are told, “You are being
racist, or you did a thing that’s racist, or you're support-
ing white privilege,” or whatever - some people get
really defensive. They make it all about themselves and
their feelings instead of the ways
they are actually perpetuating
racism, even though they don’t
mean to.

A lot of the time people mean
well, but they aren’t doing well.

We talk a lot about intention, but

we don't talk much about impact.

Whatever your intent, your impact
is real, and you have to address that.

Even if you meant well, if you hurt someone you still
have to recognize the harm, offer to make amends, and
figure out how not to do it again.

As a Witchlets organizer, what issues do you
see coming up?

In the years I've been a Weaver [ie, a core camp orga-
nizer], when it's time to talk about story, we always talk
about cultural appropriation, and we never resolve
anything. We generally don’t work with stories or myths
coming from non-European cultures. Part of the rea-
son for that is that most people in the weaving team
are from European backgrounds, who are identified or
would be identified as white. So we don’t have many
cultural connections to stories from other places.

When people bring up a story from another region,

| have questions like, “What do we know about the
context of this story? What do we know about what the
story means to people who have told it? Are there dei-
ties, and what do we know about them?”

continued on next page
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Say more about cultural appropriation and
our camp organizing.

| think there are a lot of problems with taking stories
and deities and magical concepts from cultures we don't
know much about and assuming they are going to work
the same way for us.

In the past | would have steered away from working with
stories from outside the European tradition.

Talking to people of color around Reclaiming has shifted
my thinking a lot — to be able to see yourself reflected in
the stories we work, in the magic that we work, is a very
important aspect of being part of the community.

How do we have stories that
people can see themselves re-
flected in, while not doing all the
things that white people typically
do when they take things from a

atriarchy?
culture that they're not related to? P y

It's an issue of what comes first

- do you need to have a critical
mass of people of color to work
with a story that comes from, say,
the Americas or Africa or Asia?
Or do you need to choose those
stories to have people of color
feel welcome in the community?

| think it will take a lot of work. We need to have some
sort of relationship with somebody who has an authen-
tic relationship with the story. We have to build the skills
to have these conversations.

A parent at Redwood Magic Family Camp
who is Latino said, “1 want my daughter to
hear stories from all of her ancestors, not just
Europeans.” How would you address this?

That'’s a question — who is initiating this, and why? If
there’s a person of color involved who says, let’s do this
story from my people, my inclination would be to have
really open conversations about what the challenges
are, and then support them if they still want to do it.

| can see us working with a story that the majority of
campers are not culturally related to, and putting a ton

of effort into educational work. Here’s why we're doing
this story. Here’s how these deities are different than ones
we've worked with before. Here's the colonial history of

“Is it possible to work with
old myths and not work with

“Can we tell any story about
this land without talking
about colonialism?”

where this story is from.

Being really curious and really honest — | could see this
making it possible.

What about using stories from our Mediter-
ranean ancestors, like Egypt or Mesopotamia
- ancient roots of our culture. These increase
diversity - but to what extent is this just side-
stepping the issues?

Side-stepping is not always bad! Sometimes it’s a way to
stretch.

| feel okay about Mesopotamia. With, say, the goddess
Inanna - is it a living tradition?
That’s an important question.

Are we stereotyping people

in the story based on racist
and colonialist ideas? Are we
extracting the parts that are
useful for us, and dropping the
bigger context?

What'’s the power balance?
What's the history? Are we
benefiting from the coloniza-
tion of the people whose story
we want to tell? If so, how are
we making amends in the process? Are we working in an
authentic and accountable way?

What about stories from nature or the land,
such as TEM and Free Camp have used?

I think it’s a great way to go. When you use a land-based
story, or an animal’s life cycle, that isn’t going to alien-
ate people based on culture and race - although it still
might, depending on who is crafting the story. It's that
thing where we have white-privilege stuff that we don't
always know we're putting in there.

This offers a way to use stories in our workings and not
go diving into the question of cultural appropriation.

| think there are also things that are lost, such as deity.
There’s a lot of power in old stories because they've been
honed through the years - even though we re-hone
them, usually to root out patriarchy!

continued on next page
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This raises deeper questions. Is it possible to work with
old myths and not work with patriarchy and colonialism?

Then again - for those of us coming from European
backgrounds and living on this land - can we tell any
story about this land without talking about colonialism?

What are some next steps for
our camps?

I think having conversations about

cultural appropriation that are strongly
facilitated by someone who can hold a
space for white people who are out-

raged at the idea that there’s anything

that they can't have, and other people

who are outraged by that - all the polarities.

Building relations beyond the edges of our tradition
is something we should be doing. Who do we want to
build relationships with, and how do we do that?

Maybe coming up with some questions to ask when we
choose stories or ritual intentions, like:

« Are there ways this could inadvertently be supporting
patriarchy, or supporting racism or capitalism? Who
could be hurt by this story?

+ What do you want this story to do? Do we want a story
that’s going to propel us out with a purpose?

«Who's here — who are we? What are our connections to
various stories, cosmologies, pantheons?

- If we want to work with a story that isn’t an obvious
choice based on who's in the room, what are we doing
to address all of the questions about that?

Most of all, | think it's important to continue to talk
about race explicitly, as much as possible, and to work to
build the skills to have those conversations.

White people need to learn how to have these conver-
sations both with people of color and without. | think
people of color need to be able to opt in - or out - of
majority-white space.

What is gained by building a diverse group
and movement?

Thinking about people of color within Reclaiming and
what they bring — not as “representatives of their race,”
but as the people they are - the witches that they are.
We could lose them and everything they bring to our

“l don’t think we can survive

destroying white supremacy.”

community, from the heart connections to the magic
they bring.

Being in a multi-racial space calls us to that work. We see

how damaging it is for people who are impacted on a

daily basis. Energetically, politically, we're all impacted
by that.

Every system that holds
down anyone is holding
down all of us.

the ecological crisis without

With the ecological
and political messes
we face, it seems
like we need the
participation and the wisdom of all sorts of
people to change things.

It's kind of a truism from anti-racist thinking that the
people who are most impacted have the best informa-
tion about how to fight the thing. So people of color
have the best information about how to fight racism.

In mostly-white spaces, we don’t have enough informa-
tion about what’s happening, and how to change it.

I don't think we can survive the ecological crisis without
destroying white supremacy. Which is daunting, since
we're really far away from that.

What gives you hope?

| think that kids know a lot more about this than their
elders do. Young people, in our tradition and broadly
too, have access to a lot more information. They're learn-
ing what cultural appropriation is, they’re learning about
power and race.

I worry about people protecting our traditions too
much, and not being willing to learn from kids — who
can be kind of annoying and self-righteous sometimes,
just like we were when we were young!

But they know a lot, and are starting out so much further
along. Their leadership is so important!

Catalyst Project Website

For more about Catalyst Project, visit their website:
collectiveliberation.org
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Introduction

Rituals in the Reclaiming Tradition

Reclaiming rituals are literally all over the map - from California to Germany, from New England to Australia, from Spain to
Brazil - and many points between. Find our various communities, WitchCamps, and contacts at Reclaiming.org/worldwide/.

Metaphorically our rituals are all over the map, too. Some are elaborate community gatherings like the annual Spiral
Dance, with hundreds of participants. Some meet deep in the forest at WitchCamps. Some take place among a circle in a
living room. And a lot take place alone or with a few friends.

Basic Structure of a Ritual

Whether it’s a formal WitchCamp ritual or an impromptu
home working, Reclaiming rituals share a basic outline,
adapted from older magical traditions. Here's a quick
summary - see the next page for a full outline:

(1) First we “create sacred space” - purify, ground,
cast the circle, and invoke elements and allies. In a big
ritual, creating sacred space might take half an hour or
more. At home, it could take five minutes or less — it’s
up to you.

(2) Next we do “workings” — a meditation, walking a
labyrinth, spellcasting, shadow exercises, etc — see the
workings in the back of this book for many examples
from our rituals and classes.

(3) After that, we “raise energy” by chanting, drum-

ming, doing a spiral dance (or other dancing), and Circling up for a ritual at Teen Earth Magic.
maybe raising a “cone of power” to charge our magic.

(4) Then we “open sacred space” by devoking what-
ever we invoked and opening the circle - followed by snacks, socializing, drumming, dancing...

The next page shows a step-by-step Outline of a Reclaiming Ritual. The rest of this chapter goes into more detail about
each step, as well as other ritual roles and skills such as teaching chants and tending a sacred fire.

Priestess — a Role, Not a Person
When we describe rituals and workings, we often refer to a priestess who does this or that.

Priestess is a role, not a person or gender. It's the word we use for anyone who fills a role at camp or a ritual, regardless of
the person’s age, rank, gender, etc.

Sometimes we use the word as a verb: “Who is going to priestess the cauldron working?”

Most rituals have multiple priestesses - fire priestess, invoking priestesses, spiral dance priestess, etc.

But Who's the High Priestess?

Reclaiming doesn’t have “high priestesses.” Ritual roles rotate among people, even at big rituals like the annual Spiral
Dance. This keeps rituals fresh and nonhierarchical, and helps spread out responsibilities.

In classes and camps, anyone with a little experience can be a priestess. In solitary work and personal practice, each of us
is our own priestess.
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Outline of a Reclaiming Ritual

Here is a one-page outline of a typical Reclaiming ritual like we do at camps, classes, and workshops. Even when a
Reclaiming ritual is improvised, most follow this basic flow, which gives us a common language and structure.

Besides these roles, it helps to have a ritual wrangler who can remind people what is happening and in what order -
especially when it comes time to devoke in reverse order.

Ritual Flow

BEFORE YOU START

« Plan the ritual - figure out what you're doing and what preparation is needed, assign roles, etc.

« Purification - sprinkle drops of salt-water with a wand of cut herbs as people enter, or brush people with elegant feathers.
« Welcome - a few words of greeting - share the ritual intention, tell folks where the restrooms are, turn off cell phones, etc.

« Teach chants - teach chants and songs for the ritual — sing them plenty of times so people feel confident.

CREATING SACRED SPACE
« Honor First People — acknowledge that our ritual is held on land taken from First People, with a commitment to work for justice.
» Grounding - often a guided meditation such as the Tree of Life. The aim is to get us present and centered.

« Casting the circle - inscribing a circle around the space. This can be done many ways, but often involves someone actually
walking around the perimeter of the space and speaking words to each of the four directions, concluding with something
like: “The circle is cast, we are between the worlds. What happens between the worlds can change all the worlds.”

« Invoking the elements - calling in elemental energy, starting with Air/East, using song, movement, words....
« Invoking deities and/or energies - calling in magical support, often connected to the theme of the ritual, camp, or class.

« Invoking and/or honoring allies — calling in ancestors, the Fey, spirits of the land...

WORKINGS

« Magical working(s) - the heart of the ritual. This might be a guided trance to the Isle of the Ancestors, visiting and working
at altars or stations, plunging into the ocean at Solstice, making a pledge at Brigid’s flaming cauldron, doing a magical craft-
ing project, etc. Many of the workings in the later part of this book can be used as the core of a ritual.

« Raising energy / spiral dance / cone of power - after the working(s), we chant, drum, and dance (sometimes a spiral
dance, sometimes free-form) to stir up collective energy, which we focus in a cone of power and use to empower our magic.

» Re-grounding after the cone - by touching the Earth and breathing. A priestess might say a few wise words about anchor-
ing the energy in our hearts.

OPENING THE CIRCLE

« Devoking — we thank and release all allies, energies, deities, and elements we have invoked, in reverse order. Devocations
are short, ending in “hail and farewell” or “thank you.”

« Opening the circle - a short, reverse version of the circle casting, ending with many people calling out these words: “The
circle is open, but unbroken. May the peace of the Goddess go in our hearts. Merry meet, merry part, and merry meet again!”

« Announcements - at a community ritual, find a place for announcements and for passing the sacred donations hat.

« Drumming and dancing - the end of the ritual is the signal for music and dancing to begin. Sharing food is also popular.
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The Wheel of the Year

Reclaiming and many Pagans celebrate eight sabbats of the Wheel of the Year. The following order is for the Northern Hemi-
sphere. Details are from Bay Area rituals. For events in your region (or around the world), visit Reclaiming.org/worldwide.

Samhain/Halloween

At Samhain, the veil is thin between the worlds of living
and dead. We remember our ancestors, our Beloved Dead,
and all who have crossed over. As we mourn those who
have died this year, we also mourn the losses and pain suf-
fered by the Earth, our Mother. Yet as we grieve, we honor
the sacred cycle of life, death, and rebirth. We celebrate
children born this year, and our own vital connections to
the Earth and each other, in which we ground our hope.

Winter Solstice

This is Winter Solstice, longest night of the year. We watch
for dawn, the return of the Sun, bringer of hope and the
promise of Summer. This is the stillness behind motion,
when time itself stops; the center which is also the circum-
ference of all. We are awake in the night. We turn the Wheel
to bring the light. We call the Sun from the womb of night.

Brigid/Imbolc/Candlemas

This is the feast of the waxing light. What was born at
Solstice begins to manifest, and we who were midwives
to the infant year now see the days grow visibly longer. It
is the time of initiation, of beginning, when seeds that will
later sprout and grow begin to stir from their deep sleep.
We meet to share the light of inspiration, which will grow
with the growing year.

Spring Equinox

This is the time of Spring’s return, the seed time, when life
bursts forth from the Earth. Light and dark are equal: it is

a time of balance, when all the elements within us must

be brought into a new harmony. Kore, the Spring Maiden,
returns from the Land of the Dead with the scent of flowers
on her breath. As She dances, despair turns to hope, want
to abundance, and we sing the Kore Chant:

She changes everything She touches,
And everything She touches, changes.

Beltane/May Day/Int’l Workers’ Day

This is the time when sweet desire weds wild delight. The
green of the Earth meets the red and black of workers’
rights in the greening fields, and we rejoice together un-
der the warm sun. The maypole, the shaft of life, is twined

with ribbons in a spiral web, and all nature is renewed. We
meet in the time of flowering to dance the dance of life.

Summer Solstice

This is the time of the rose: blossom and thorn, fragrance
and blood. Now on the longest day of the year, light
triumphs, and yet begins to decline into dark. We set sail
across the dark seas of time, searching for the isle of light
that is rebirth. We turn the Wheel and share the Sun’s fate,
for we have planted the seeds of our own changes, and to
grow we must accept even the passing of the Sun.

Lammas

We stand between hope and fear, in the time of waiting.
The grain is ripe but not yet harvested. We have worked to
bring things to fruition, but the rewards are not yet certain.
The Mother becomes the Reaper, the Implacable One who
feeds on life so that new life may grow. Light diminishes,
Summer passes. We turn the Wheel, knowing that to har-
vest we must sacrifice, and light must pass toward Winter.

Fall Equinox

This is the time of harvest, of thanksgiving and joy, of
leave-taking and sorrow. Day and night are equal, and we
give thought to balance and flow within our lives. The Sun
sails West, and we follow it into the dark. Life declines,

yet we give thanks for that which we have reaped and
gathered. We meet to turn the Wheel and weave the cord
of life that will sustain us through the dark.

(A Note on Terminology)

Local communities use different names for some of the
sabbats (Pagan holidays). Reclaiming Quarterly uses the
neutral terms “Equinox” and “Solstice” to honor that these
are holidays of the Earth Herself, not of any one culture.
We often call the cross-quarters by Celtic names.

Descriptions adapted from The Spiral Dance - ©1979 by Starhawk

Wheel of the Year - the chant!

For an easy way to remember the sabbats, listen to Wheel
of the Year on our Campfire Chants album. The song was
written (as a joke) at a TEM retreat! See page 111 for links.
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Rituals: Teens Roundtable

“It’s a place of intense connection with other humans who are open and
accepting to that connection - people that you really want to connect with.”

Why do you take part in rituals?
Rhys: Rituals are a fun but serious way to practice magic.

Ola’i Wildeboar: | think rituals can be helpful in every
aspect of one’s life. They help us learn to connect and
interact with others, and to understand ourselves more
deeply. Alongside that, it's a beautiful way to recognize
and be in touch with the Earth. It also helps us learn how
to use magic and how to build our own practices.

Lucy: | love being part of something so amazing and
positive. | love feeling as though | am contributing to the
massive amounts of magic that are being produced, and |
love bringing that energy back out into the world.

Ingrid: When | do group rituals, | am coming together
with a group of people with the desire to shift some as-
pect of our interaction with the world - or rather, first our
interactions with ourselves and our relation to others.

KaeliMo: It's a supportive and safe format for understand-
ing myself and the world. It's helpful that there are magi-
cal tools and structures and community in place. It gives a
template for changing and exploring things.

Do you like group rituals?

Rhys: Yes. It's a way to be a part of the community. It is
great to practice magic by yourself, but it is extremely
powerful to be a part of a ritual and connect with other
people.

Talise: | would say most of the magic | do is in a group set-
ting. But | do some meditation.

Ingrid: Honestly, as much as | enjoy group rituals, | don't
get that much out of them. | enjoy the community. | want
to be surrounded by people who are okay with and un-
derstand where I'm coming from. I've gotten more out of
going to a camp and doing a succession of group rituals.

Dusky: That's changed over the years. | don't necessarily
believe literally in what we're doing in ritual. But it’s still
powerful. There’s magic happening.

What sort of magic?

Dusky: It’s a place of intense connection with other
humans who are open and accepting to that connection
- people that you really want to connect with. In modern
society, connecting with other people is
considered taboo. Opening up, being vulner-
able and intimate, is kind of lost. Rituals are a
place where | can be around beautiful magi-
cal people and share a connection with them.
It's an opportunity to feed a side of myself
that doesn't always get as much attention.

Do you do rituals and magic on
your own?

KaeliMo: Yes - but | prefer working with
other people more than being by myself a lot
of the time - seeing how other people think
and how their energy contributes is really
helpful in finding new outlooks.

Damien: Magic is one of those things where
if you don't have time, you don't have to

do anything. It's more of a go with the

flow thing and easy to pick up and drop. |
enjoy practices like tarot, magic stones, and
pendulums.

continued on next page
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Rituals: Teens Roundtable (pg 2)

“I don’t sit down and go, ‘I'm going to do this and this and this — then I'm
going to do it backward, and we’re going to be done!”

Maeve: When | remember! | don’t always remember in the
hecticness of everyday life. | do more as I've gotten older.
Having the baseline of what group ritual looks like has
been really helpful, being able to pull out pieces that work
for me. With time I've realized | don't have to do
everything so formally when I'm by myself. It's
like, “Oh, I need to ground myself," or “Hmmm,

I need to just sit for a minute and breathe.” But

I don’t have anything | do daily or regularly —
which | kind of would like to do.

Ingrid: No. | don't sit down and go, “I'm going
to do this and this and this — then I'm going to
do it backward, and we're going to be done!”|
would rather reconnect and balance myself to
the best of my abilities. Maybe it's just hanging
out and experiencing the moment, what'’s
happening around me - experiencing the
natural world.

Miranda: The magic | do on my own is more little
things, less like full rituals. It’s like a quick spell,
like, “Today | want to try to make this happen!”

Sequoia: In my daily life, I do spells around
mental health, spells around a job interview or
school interactions. It feels like it's a constant
thing. When | consciously create magic, when

I sit down and say okay, we're going to make
sure there’s a space up, it's usually around life
changes, new beginnings, or conclusions of life points.

Dusky: Every once in a while | will, but not very often.

| feel like | don't live every day in a spiritual way. Some
people do, some don't. But that spiritual side of myself
is very present, very real. It's the side of me that | most
strongly see as being my true self. And there isn't a lot of
opportunity to feed my spiritual side in everyday life.

What do you do to feed that side?

Dusky: Not enough. | try to take a moment to slow my
mind down and connect with myself and nature. But |
don't do enough. I'd like to do it more often.

When you do a ritual alone or with a small
group, do you do dll the steps?

KaeliMo: It depends. Sometimes it’s helpful to have the
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structure of sacred space already be there, and | can just
do the work. Other times, playing with the structure of
creating sacred space is part of what I'm doing. Some-
times the container needs to look different — especially if

it involves people who are not part of this tradition. | try
to bridge that, to make their way of thinking part of the
structure too.

Ingrid: | almost never do formal rituals. But recently I've
done simple things like, when I'm going into a situa-

tion where | feel hesitant or scared, | do a practice where
I'm making an aura bubble. | started off like, “Don't let
anything in that’s going to harm you.” But | realized | don't
want that, because what does harm mean? So | changed
it to, “Only let in what is going to make me stronger.”

What difference has that made to you?

Ingrid: It's helped me open up more as a person. It's
helped me trust a little more. I'm a little more like, these
interactions are going to be okay. Whatever is detrimental
to me is not going to get through.
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Sacred Space - Quick Ways

INTENT

Sacred space means the overall magical container that we create by grounding, casting a circle, and invoking allies. Within
sacred space we can do any sort of magical working. At the end, we open sacred space.

Sacred space can be a major part of the ritual - for example, the elaborate invocations at the annual Spiral Dance ritual. Other
times — especially for personal magic — we might want to create sacred space quickly, so we can get on with the workings.

Let's start with some quick ways to create sacred space so you can jump right into the workings.
Later in this chapter, we'll show you in detail what the different parts of Reclaiming rituals might look and sound like.

Starhawk online - do you want to have Starhawk guide you through these steps? Listen to her Way to the Well meditation
on iTunes, youtube, spotify, etc. The first ten minutes offer a simple way to create sacred space for yourself.

SPACE/TIME/SIZE

Once prep and planning are complete, you can create sacred space in five minutes or less. This will work for any number -
with more people, spread out the roles and allow more time. Enough space for a comfortable circle.

PREP

No materials are necessary, but lots are optional — costumery, scarves, tarot cards, athames (sacred blades), cauldrons, twinkly
faerie lights... Spontaneous magic is sometimes easier if you have a few props and tools at your disposal.

SACRED SPACE: QUICK WAYS (or invent your own!)

As with any Reclaiming practices, feel free to modify this and invent your own most effective ways.
Eventually you'll spend time with each of these skills. If this section is
confusing, look further back in this chapter for details.

Honor First People — acknowledge the history of the land:

« Learn and acknowledge the names and cultures of tribes that
have lived (and may still live) in your area.

« Learn about and mention a present-day campaign for justice for
Indigenous people.
Purification - let go of the ordinary world as you begin:

« Sprinkle some drops of water over your head, onto your throat,
and touch a drop to your heart.

- Light a match or lighter — gaze at it for a moment - blow it out.

« Fan yourself from top to bottom with a magazine or sheets of paper.

Grounding - take a minute or two to bring yourself fully present:

- Take deep, gentle breaths — on each exhale, let tension, worries, and
negativity fall to the Earth — on each inhale, draw up Earth energy
and fill yourself.

ey e RS e ; A
) Purification? Grounding? Circle casting? Or just loosening
continued on next page up before the ritual starts?

o TeenEarthMagic.org 49



RITUAL SKILLS

Sacred Space - Quick Ways (pg 2)

- Take five gentle breaths, watching your breath, without your mind wandering. If it wanders, begin again.

- Lie down on the ground/floor. Take some gentle breaths — on each exhale, let go of stress, worries, etc. Even though this is
the “quick version," let yourself lie there as long as you wish.

Casting the circle - create a safe circle/sphere of magical energy within which to do your workings. In Reclaiming, there is no
one way to cast a circle. The key is — do you feel that a strong container has been created? Here are some simple ways to try:

« Beginning in the North, face the direction, take a breath, and snap your fingers. Turn to the East, breathe, snap. To the
South, snap. The West, snap. Turn again to the North to complete the outer circle and snap. Then face Center - breathe and
snap above, then below. Say: “The circle is cast. We are between the worlds. Let the magic begin!”

- Close your eyes and breathe gently. Imagine that on each exhale you are inflating a beautiful soap bubble around yourself.
Breathe into the bubble so it fills your space. Then
take a breath and touch your center. Say: “Blessed
be - let the magic begin.”

+ Use yarn to lay a circle around your space. Begin
in the North and walk around the circle slowly,
breathing steadily. When you complete the circle,
face Center and take a breath. Say: “The circle is
cast. We are between the worlds. Let the magic
begin!”

Invoking elements - in a full ritual, we might call
in each element — with words, theatrics, singing
and dancing, and humor. Later in this chapter you'll
learn lots of ways to invoke, and you can create
more of your own.

Here are some quick, powerful ideas:

« Invoke with an all-elements song such as Air | Am
- see Ritual Skills: Chants (pages 112-113).

- Face the direction, name the element, and say a
few words of power that you associate with the
element - North/Earth, East/Air, South/Fire, West/Water, and Center/Spirit.

“Everyone take a drink — welcome Water!”

« Face the direction, name the element (see above), and picture different ways the element appears in the world (in a group,
you might speak these aloud).

« Face the direction, name the element (see above), and make a simple dance-movement (in a group, one person might
start and others “flock” after them).
Invoking allies - this could be anything from deities to ancestors to energies to animals to plants to the Fey.

« Name a goddess or god who you feel would support the working you plan to do (the internet is good for quick research).
Call them with words or a simple dance movement. Finally, welcome them by name.

« Call the mysterious ones — how will you welcome mystery and the unknown? With words? Movements? Silence?

«What kinds of energy do you want present? For instance, creativity, safety, powerful expression, support, etc. Name them,
breathing after each. In a large circle, invite people to call out energies and breathe them in. (For more, see Ritual Skills:
Invoking Deities vs Energies.)

continued on next page
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TRANSITION TO WORKINGS

You've now created sacred space, and are ready to do the magical workings in this book, or ones you invent for yourself. With
practice, you will learn to create sacred space quickly, yet still have a strong magical container and strong allies.

At this point in a community ritual, we might ring a gong or bell, or sing a short song to let everyone know that the energy is
about to change. A priestess steps out and guides us into the working...

OPENING SACRED SPACE: QUICK WAYS

At the end, devoke and open sacred space. Learn to do it quickly so when the workings are done you don't need a lot of time to
wrap up the ritual. Even at big community rituals we devoke quickly so we can get on with snacks and socializing.

Devoke in reverse order from how you created sacred space.

Allies devoking — name any deity, beings, or energies you invoked. You can do this simply by naming and saying thanks —
“Creativity, thank you and farewell."“Persephone, hail and farewell” If you feel called to say more, go for it — but briefly.

Elements devoking - you can simply say something like, “Water, thank you - hail and farewell,” or a few more words. If you
invoked the elements with a song, devoke with the same. Many chants have a devoking version — see our website for ideas
(See Ritual Skills: Chants). Here's a TEM favorite — invoke elements with Air | Am. Devoke by changing to: Air We've Been...

Opening the circle - this is the final ritual act, since we don't “un-ground” or “de-purify.” Do it similarly to how you cast the circle,
only in reverse and more briefly. If you cast with yarn, roll it back up.

If you did snap-casting, skip the breaths - just snap to the six directions in reverse order and say: “The circle is open, but un-
broken. May the peace of the Goddess go in our hearts. Merry meet, merry part, and merry meet again!”

Or turn to each direction and speak its name: Below... Above... North... West... South... East... Then say, “The circle is open..” as above.

You've got it! Time for snacks and socializing, writing in your journal, listening to music....

SPEED SPACE - finding our own quickest ways

At political actions we might create sacred space in a minute, so we can do our two-minute magical working and devoke
before the march begins or the police arrive!

Back home, too, there are times when we might wantto do a
quick tarot reading and don't feel like spending five or ten min-
utes creating sacred space.

Each of us discovers our own best ways to quickly create sacred
space. Practice is key.

Magical tools can sharpen a quick invocation or casting — a nice
chalice practically invokes Water by itself. We'll offer more ideas
in the following sections, and see also Workings: Tools.

& Book of Shadows — what is the fastest way you can truly
ground? Cast a circle? Invoke an ally? Dedicate pages of your
journal to a running record of your ideas.

Photo - after sacred space is created, we move on to a working — perhaps
involving masks, such as this TEM ritual.
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INTENT

Want to see what an entire Teen Earth Magic ritual looks like? Here's an example of an evening ritual. Camp occurs just before
Summer Solstice, so there’s still some dusky twilight as we get started.

This is just an example, not the “correct” way to do ritual. Every Reclaiming ritual that has ever happened has been unique -
we couldn’t do the same ritual twice if we tried! If what we suggest doesn't feel right for you - create something else.

PREP

Earlier in the afternoon, two teachers and a
half-dozen campers got together and planned
the evening’s ritual, taking into account the
ritual arc and intentions for the whole camp.

Since they wanted time for a couple of major
workings, they decided that creating sacred
space should take only about ten minutes. At
the end they reviewed the prep still needed:

Sally and José agreed to arrive at the ritual
circle early and bring a bowl of salt water and
sprigs of greenery for the purification.

Sagewind offered to do a traditional circle
casting, and suggested we used multi-gender
pronouns (see Ritual Skills: Circle: Ye Olde Circle _ _ o AL
Casting - page 71). AR A 5 Al SR B I G B B A R R e
Each day after lunch a circle of volunteers gathers to plan the evening’s ritual.

Jeremy and Sharon volunteered to teach We All
Come from the Goddess and Body of the Earth,
and to review the words and melodies ahead of time.

Loreley offered to be Wrangler, keeping track of all the roles and the order of the invocations.

Affinity groups were asked to do short elemental invocations, and people were recruited for grounding and other invocations.
Since we wanted to do the purification as folks arrived at the circle, we moved honoring First People after the welcome.

CREATING SACRED SPACE (an example)

Dinner and cleanup ran late, and dusk was settling as people dressed for the ritual and checked in with their invoking partners.

Ritual planners gathered outside the dining hall, reviewed the order of the ritual, and made sure all roles were filled. Finally,
Loreley gave the signal to light the campfire and people began filtering down toward the circle.

Purification - Sally and José hurried down to the ritual circle ahead of the rest and used sprigs of greenery to sprinkle a bit
of salt water over people’s head, hands, throat, and heart as they arrived at the circle.

Welcome - after everyone gathered, Sharon rang a gong and welcomed us to the ritual, telling us a little about the evening’s
plans. Jeremy stated the intention of the ritual and the group repeated it three times:

“Feeling the winds of change, we empower our vision of a new world!”

Finally, the two of them taught the chants, so we would already know them for the ritual.

continued on next page
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Honoring First People

After a moment of silence, Sojourner stepped forward and said, “As we stand on this land, in this time and place - take a mo-
ment and remember that if we are in North America and are not Native American, we are on land that another People inhabited
before us. A People who called this place home. We honor those who came before us, and acknowledge the injustices they suf-
fered. We take a breath and renew our commitment to justice.

Grounding - The Tree of Life

Stacey stepped into the circle and took a breath. Then
he closed his eyes and relaxed.

“Take a deep breath - and let it go,” he said. “Ground-
ing is the time to bring ourselves fully present. It's a
chance to take some deep breaths, to relax our posture,
to feel our connection to the Earth beneath our feet.

“This is called the Tree of Life. It is one of Reclaiming’s
basic groundings. We'll feel our personal roots sink
deep into the Earth, draw up nourishment for our
body, and send it up into our energetic branches.”

He paused for a breath, then asked us to spread out
arm’s length apart.“Stand tall and loose, energy bal-
anced, with your knees flexed. Breathe steadily and
deeply.... Standing tall, let each breath gently float
through your body.... On each inhale, draw in fresh
air.... On each exhale, let yourself relax.... Breathe gen-
tly and steadily....

“Picture your spine as the trunk of a majestic tree....
As you breathe, let roots drop down from the base of
your spine deep into the Earth... dropping down with
each breath... dropping down till they reach the center of the Earth Herself.... Let your energy mingle with the fire at the core
of the Earth.... And with a breath, let go of anything that you don't need, anything that is not of this time and place.... Let it go
into the Earth...” He paused, and people’s breathing could be heard in the stillness.

“Breathing deeply, begin to draw up power from the Earth.... With each breath, feel the energy rising through your tree
trunk.... Feel the power rise up through your core... feel it filling and energizing your entire being with each breath....

“With steady breaths, draw this energy up through your body, up through your chest and neck and head.... And from the
crown of your head branches sprout and reach toward the sky.... Let your arms rise like branches, and feel the Earth energy
flow up through them.... Feel it drawing down the energy of the stars... feel the energy sweep through your branches and
drop again to the Earth, returning to its source....

“Let the energy drop back to the Earth.... Now, from your own center, draw a deep breath, drawing in the energy of Earth and
stars... Feel the Earth and stars mix and mingle in your center.... Breathe in all that you need.... Let it flow through you and
back to the Earth.”

Stacey paused for a moment.“And when you are filled with the energy you need, return any extra to the Earth."He bent
down to touch the ground. Others did the same, or closed their eyes and touched their center. When it seemed like all were
complete, Stacey finished: “Blessed be!” Then he rejoined the circle.

continued on next page
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Casting the Circle

Now Sagewind (who uses “they” pronouns) stepped into the circle. They planned to do the traditional circle casting and use
multi-gender pronouns for the different directions (see Ritual Skills: Circle: Ye Olde Circle Casting - page 71-72).

They knelt and held their right hand toward the fire and took several breaths. Then Sagewind stood and moved out of the
circle to the North, stopping a few steps outside the edge.

Facing North, they drew an invoking pentacle in the air, circled it, then “pushed” the pentacle out to mark the edge of the
magical circle. Some people did the same, while others faced North with their palms open.

“By the Earth that is Her body,” Sagewind declared.

Sagewind walked clockwise around to the East, where they
drew an invoking pentacle and pushed it to the edge of the
circle:“By the Air that is His breath.”

They walked around to the South and inscribed a pentacle:
“By the Fire of Their bright spirit."

And then to the West, where they drew a pentacle: “By the
Waters of Our living blood.”

Sagewind continued around the outside of the ring to com-
plete the full circle to the North, then came to the Center.

Looking up, they drew an invoking pentacle in the air: “By all
that is above”

Then they drew a pentacle toward the floor, pushed it down,
and said: “By all that is below.”

Finally Sagewind swept their arm in a full circle: “The circle is
cast. We are between the worlds. And what happens between
the worlds can change all the worlds. Let the magic begin!”

“So mote it be,” some people called out.

Invoking the Elements Practicing an invocation before a ritual at TEM 2012.

Although we begin our circle casting with North, Reclaim-

ing begins elemental invocations with East, the direction of

dawn and new beginnings. Age-based affinity groups were asked to invoke the elements, and had planned short invocations
before dinner.

Invoking East/Air - The youngest group stepped out first. They seemed a bit tentative, but a couple of the mentors (young
adults — see Organizing: Mentors) helped bolster them. All eight faced East and took a breath together. Then they started call-
ing out words associated with the element of Air: “Inspiration! Clouds! New beginnings! Breaths! Gusts of wind! Clarity!” Other
people around the circle supported them by tossing in their own Air words — some words made sense to everyone, and some
seemed personal.

Finally, the invoking group made eye-contact with each other and called out: “Welcome East - Welcome Air!"The rest of the
circle echoed it back. The invokers melted back into the circle.

Invoking South/Fire — The middle teens affinity group stepped out. People started rubbing their hands together or clap-
ping them sharply. Others around the circle joined in. Then one invoker called out: “Hold your palms up and breathe in fiery

continued on next page
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energy of the stars... Hold your palms down and breathe in fiery molten Earth energy... Now place your hands on your center
and breathe to the fire in your belly..”

After a moment, the affinity group clapped their hands sharply three times, then called out: “Welcome South — Welcome Fire!”

Invoking West/Water — The older teens affinity group came into the circle, each carrying an empty cup. One person carried
a pitcher of water, which was poured into the cups. The invokers circled the fire and together took a drink. Then they fanned
out, dipped their fingers into the water, and started flicking it at people, calling out: “Welcome West - Welcome Water!”

Invoking North/Earth - The mentors affinity group came into the circle and started the song that Jeremy had taught earlier:
“We Are of the Body of the Earth / The Earth is of the body of the stars / We are stars that circle from life to death to birth.”
After three times through, the group ended on a harmony.
Jeremy called out: “Welcome North — Welcome Earth!”

Invoking Center - For Center, Goldenrod started up a familiar
song: “We are a circle, within a circle, with no beginning, and
never ending.” At the end, people called out: “Welcome Center
- Welcome Spirit!”

Allies Invocations

We looked around, wondering what would happen next. Each
ritual invokes different allies, and in different orders. Loreley,
the ritual Wrangler for the evening, quickly looked at her
notes, then leaned toward Sunflower: “Spirits of the land is
first, she whispered.

Spirits of the Land - “Oh, right,” Sunflower said, and took

a step into the circle.“Please join me in honoring spirits of
this place. Take a moment and think about the place we are
standing right now.... Think about the rocks and underground
waters.... the types of trees of flowers and animals you find
here.... Think about the many kinds of life that have existed

in this place...” Sunflower gazed down toward the Earth: “We
thank the spirits of this land for hosting our ritual.”

ey ;

It’s all in the timing — invocation at TEM 2012.

Honoring Our Ancestors — Sandra looked around the circle.”l

invite you to take a moment and thank your ancestors - those

of your own bloodline, and also all those whose work or writing or art has inspired you...Thank especially any ancestor who
helped you arrive at this very time and place.... Blessed be””

Around the circle, people echoed, “Blessed be.”

Then Loreley spoke again: “Finally, we invoke deity and energy to support our magic tonight!” (Note - you can find a lot more
on this topic under Ritual Skills: Invoking Deity & Energies. Here, we will invoke one goddess and one type of energy.)

Invoking the Goddess — Randall, one of the mentors, stepped out and placed both hands on his center. The rest of us did
likewise. “Breathe to your own center,’ Randall said, “and picture the beautiful blue ocean... Call to the ocean as the Mother...
the power of birth and growth and every kind of creativity.... Feel how She speaks to us with Her tides, endlessly calling to us”

He took a breath and began singing: “We all come from the Goddess / And to Her we shall return / Like a drop of rain / Flow-
ing to the ocean.” Others picked up the tune, adding h