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A special feature from our archives at WeaveAndSpin.org

from the RQ Archives

Direct Action Newspaper!

Direct Action, an activist newspaper published by Bay Area-based Livermore
Action Group from 1982 to 1986, provided the most comprehensive coverage of
North American and European grassroots organizing available in those years.

The tabloid-sized paper was produced by volunteers working with typewriters,
xerox machines, and gluesticks. Every scrap of print and every graphic were
(lovingly) pasted down by hand. Sometimes we didn’t get them exactly straight...

The second scene of Luke Hauser’s Direct Action: An Historical Novel depicts a
typical chaotic production session. The novel also dramatizes many of the actions
covered in the newspaper. See info at right for free download.

Articles were written by people involved in the actions, and feature first-hand
narratives plus reflections on tactics and strategy. Later issues featured carefully-
elaborated theme sections produced by various sub-groups and focusing on
economics, art and activism, solidarity actions, and more.

Download back issues — plus much more from the 1980s:

<DirectAction.org/classic-issues/>

Campfire Chants — Activist Chants & Songs

Join us for 18 classic chants written by Starhawk, Suzanne Sterling, T. Thorn
Coyle, and others — perfect for sit-ins, protest marches, and singing in the
shower!

Recorded by a
mixed chorus from
our family camps,
plus conga, guitar,
fiddle, flute, clarinet,
and even

a ukelele!

CDs at CDBaby.
Downloads and
streaming at all
usual sites.

RECLAIMING

Free download

of our 50-page
full-color Lyrics
& Lore booklet at
CampfireChants.org

SONGS FOR THE EARTH

Featuring chants written by Starhawk, Suzanne Sterling, T. Thorn Coyle,
Jeffrey Alphonsus Mooney, Ravyn Stanfield, Seed, Laurie Lovekraft,
Maxina Ventura, Meg Yardley, and George Franklin

Listen free!
On youtube, spotify, etc — playlists for all albums at <WeaveAndSpin.org/playlists/>

DIRECT ACTION

An Historical Novel
by Luke Hauser

More than 7000 people were arrested
in nonviolent protests in California in
the 1980s,
developing
the art of
direct action
to a height not
reached again
until Seattle
in 1999.

This unique
book captures
the actions,
the people,
the misadven-
tures... plus
300 photos!

Free download at DirectAction.org

Print edition at Amazon.

Lots More Archives!

Free at WeaveAndSpin.org
You’ll find more activist and pagan
archives at our website:

* GroundWork magazine (1990s)

* Reclaiming Newsletter & Quarterly
(100 issues in all, 1980-2011)

* Organizing and teaching resources

¢ Chants and songs for activism, rituals,
workshops — and for singing along

Organizing:

<WeaveAndSpin.org/resources/>

Magazines & Downloads:
<WeaveAndSpin.org/freebies/>

Music:
<WeaveAndSpin.org/playlists/>
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I offered you a slice
But you told me no dice.
You wanted the lot.

But you don't take no for an answer
When you've got nothing to lose.

--Tom Robinson, Power in the Darkness

‘Francisco.

I ask Jim for the time. "3:00 --
three hours until the BART starts
running." The Friday before I slept
peacefully in a sheltered canyon at
a gathering of radical faeries. This
Friday, I am awake and wary in a
windswept city square, keeping watch
at the AIDS vigil in U.N. Plaza, San

I am struck by the conti-
nuity of culture between the gather-
ing and the vigil - the easy-going
communality of sharing food, clothes,
blankets; the acerbic, ironic humor
received in giggling, shrieking hila-
rity; the non-stop gossip. Here we
faggots are again holding on through
bad times with determination buoyed
by wit, resourcefulness, and deep,
abiding care.

At the time of this writing, the
AIDS vigil has held fast for a month.
On October 26, as a culmination to
a rally, two gay men with ARC (AIDS
Related Complex) chained themselves
to the old Federal Building that
'bureaus' the local offices of the
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices. They had a short, two-item
list of demands: one hour of federal
spending, or $500 million, not to be
taken from any other social service
program, to be devoted to AIDS re-
search; and full disability benefits
for people with ARC. The vigil is
breaking ground by raising ARC as
an issue. When the Federal Center
for Disease Control (CDC) officially
defined AIDS in 1982, much less was
known about the disease. Since then,
known characteristics of AIDS have
broadened. There can be intermediate
stages to the disease, and different
disabling conditions or opportunistic
infections. ARC is used like an
overflow bucket for all these un-
official symptoms. People with AKU
can be just as disabled as people
with AIDS. But because their symp-
toms don't correspond to an outdated
checklist, they are denied govern-
ment benefits - an outrageous in-
stance of the bureaucratization of
illness.

Keeping It Together

The vigil has become a community
event. A handwritten, photo-copied
leaflet renewed daily in the Polk
and Castro asks people to "stop by
for five minutes, or to spend the
night." Material help comes from
all quarters. Workers from the sur-
rounding government offices bring
morning doughnuts and make noon lunch
runs. People stop by at night with
pots of soup, pans of coffee-cake,
bags of pretzels. The National Ho-
tel lets vigil participants use
their toilets and showers at any

DIRECT ACTION AND AIDS

Don’t Take No For An Answer

time of the day or night. KRON,

the TV station, provided a wide TV
screen so that the vigil could watch
"An Early Frost (Spineless Yuppie
Goes To the Hospital)" -- but that'’s
another issue.

Counter to the spirit of warm cam-
araderie has been the vigil's exper-
jence with assault. The first attack
happened on Sunday, November 3. At
about two in the morning, three men
who had been hanging about, haras-
sing and threatening people ("Are
you handing out AIDS") finally did
attack, wielding bottles, a broom
handle, and a knife. By the time
the police finally came, three peo-
ple had been wounded to the point of
requiring hospitalization. The vio-
lence did not stop with this inci-
dent - there have been others. The

threat is omnipresent: people who
walk by all the time, hostilely
nuttering, or shouting, homophobic
tirades.

The organizers have disparately
with the problem of street
Some have cultivated

dealt
violence.

closer relations with the police.

Since the Board of Supervisors gave

their official endorsement, the po-

lice have been stopping by every

hour or so to check in. In addition.

a high priority alert button has

been installed next to the vigil bed.

Other organizers have tried to give

vigil participants skills to deal

directly with hostile intrusions.

LAG veterans Rita Archibald and

Jack McDonough have held on-the-spot

non-violence training sessions with

a special focus on street violence.
People at the sessions have been

moved by both the information im-

parted and the non-hierarchical pro-
cess.
ly fun - within most gay hearts is
a Betty Davis/Errol Flynn dying to
get out.

People who go to the vigil are
given a green ribbon. The organ-
izers say green is the color of
spring, of new life; green is also

the color of money, desperately need-

ed for AIDS research and treatment
programs.
come a symbol of special courage -
a statement of having, or support-
ing, a widely denigrated identity.
A story: When Russell's General
Assistance check came, he took a
break from hanging out at the vigil
to go get his TV out of hock. Ano-
ther guy went with him, supporting
him by the elbow as Russell pain-
fully shuffled the few Tenderloin
blocks to the pawn shop.
ly, Russell and his companion were
each wearing green ribbons. The
ribbons did not escape the notice of
the pawnshop keeper. He almost
kicked them out of the store. He

said, you guys shouldn't be making
public displays of your sickness -
illness is a private matter. He

made the men take off the ribbons be-
fore he would hand over the televi-
sion set.

The cruelty of the shopkeeper is
direct, its impact restrained. The
cruelty of those in power is abstract
but its impact is pervading. Life-
saving education is thwarted by

Continued on page 14

The Selling of the Summit

With 3000 shock (or is it shlock?)
troops of the American media smoth-
ering the most blatant mon-event in
the history of U.S.-Soviet relatioms,
the triumph of imagery over reality
was inevitable. With its sweeping
affirmation of business as usual, it
is easy to dismiss the summit as
irrelevant to the demands of the
broader American peace movement, let
alone to direct action activists.

Yet we need to analyze both the
summit and its media representatiomn.
Noam Chomsky, in his studies of
reporting on Central America, Viet
Nam, and the Middle East, demon-
strated that democratic media "man-
age" information primarily by
defining the boundaries of legiti-
mate dissent. We need to understand
how summit coverage did this by ig-
noring Western peace activists and
their protests, We need to see how
the media's selective use of "ex~
perts''to interpret the Soviet dele-

gation tunctioned to reinstail the
Cold War consensus on the Soviet
threat. How does the marginaliza-
tion of women and minorities from
the summit preserve the passive
spectator role of the public aud-
ience? Does the Freeze/Jackson/
SANE trip to Geneva offer a start-
ing point for strategies for

peace movement intervention in the
summit process?

Parallel to the summit, a broad
governmental/academic/corporate
alliance behind Star Wars was being
shaped. The mobilization of pop-
ular support either for or against
Star Wars will determine the course
of the debate on nuclear disarma-
ment in the post-summit months.

Much Ado About Nothing

No agreement was reached on

arms reduction, the Strategic De-
fense Initiative (SDI, or Star
Wars), the extension of the pre-

vious SALT agreements, human rights,

or Third World issues., To avoid
the appearance of complete fail-
ure, minor cultural exchanges,

new consulates and more talks were
agreed to. All of a sudden, pro-
cess was a new media buzzword.

The pre-summit flap caused by
Defense Secretary Weinberger's
leaked memo (calling for a "loose"
interpretation of the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty
to allow Star Wars testing, and

no guarantees on SALT II extensions)
After all, with all the
precisely worded press releases and

was buried.

official statements, the Defense
Department got basically what it
asked for. The U.S. refusal to
negotiate Star Wars testing (as
opposed to laboratory research)
accomplished two major objectives.

The role playing was especial-

The green ribbons have be-

Incidental-

PTRUOMIR X3TV

Soviet nuclear capabilities were

now threatened by more than the new

generation of first-strike mis~
siles--the Pershing, the MX and
Trident missiles. Star Wars could

render the Soviet threats of retal-

iation against a first strike
ineffective, destroying the Soviet
end of the reliance on deterence.
Soviet decisions were predictable;
concern over Star Wars replaced
fear of cruise and Pershing II
missiles in Europe. On the other
hand, no cuts in Soviet strategic
weapons would be negotiated with
the threat of Star Wars literally
"hanging over their heads".

Star Wars gave the U.S. control
over the pace and strategy of arms
control negotiations, Past U.S.
build-ups were accepted, and a
stalemate on future missile

reduction negotiations was guaran-

teed. )
Continued on page 4
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To Our Gracious Readers

During the pést few months, the DIRECT ACTION collective, along with many
other groups and individuals within the LAG network, have been re-examining
our working relations. One outcome of this process has been the formation of
the Nonviolent Action Project (see story page 12) as an attempt to make the re-
sources we have gathered available to a wider community.
dorsed this proposal and will be an active participant in the project. The pa-
per will continue to cover LAG/Livermore/Site 300 actions and news (see stories
on page 12); but we have also wanted to formalize the trend of the past year or
so toward coverage of a wider range of resistance issues and actions—--the stor—
ies on the AIDS vigil and Big Mountain are examples of this direction.

iod. Although we have only been able to publish two papers in the past six

This issue is a tribute to "movement culture" which we feel is one of the
most exciting elements of the direct action community in the Bay Area. We are
featuring articles on the Spiral Dance ritual, the anarchist coffeehouse, poli-
tical grafitti, and a new book on the 1983 Livermore action and its resultant
"representative trial". We want to continue to focus on such activities. In
future issues, we plan to cover street theatre, the Freedom Song Network, and
other political music. We would welcome articles, photos, graphics or ideas
on this theme - drop us a linme.

HELP!

“We need your help! Several key DA workers are absorbed in new projects this

year, and we need some new energy. We need writers, proofreaders, typists, and

)

From Our Readers

Hi LAe,

I had some reservations about the
August 9th Livermore blockade. Spe-
cifically about logistics and tone.

After the religious service ended
about 12 noon, people moved directly
into the corner intersection, By
noon, most workers were inside the
Lab already, and were a quarter of a
mile from the gate, so we snagged
a lot of non-workers. I realize it
would have dissipated a lot of ener-
gy to walk the road to the gate for
the blockade, but I wonder what we
are trying to say for people who
aren't lab workers (I have similar
reservations about the August 4
Golden Gate Bridge blockade, It
was an OK media event, but what
were we saying to the commuters?).

The tone of the Lab action bother-
ed me, too. The Silhouette painting
was great in the intersection, but
the dancing and defiant tone made me
wonder what was being communicated
to drivers, Did support people fan
out to talk to the drivers and ex-
plain why we were there?

I know with Arms Control stalled
and world leaders uncaring there's
a lot of frustration and rage among
us. Who are we directing that rage
at, though? Lab workers or innocent
(is anybody who pays taxes "inno-
cent"?) passersby? Do we blockade
to express outrage? Defiance?
(There's a certain amount of machis-—

mo in defiance.) Or to touch people's
consciences and awaken them to the
threat over all our heads? I hope
we haven't written off the Livermore
Community as unreachable and only a
backdrop to let off steam around.

EZ I've tried to visualize how block-

layout help. Experience is helpful but not necessary - most of all we need
people with good energy and a willingness to work collectively under less-than-
ideal conditioms.
fill you in on the specifics.
We also need help in specific professional areas:
——photographers for actions: if you're going to an action, how about taking
your camera and taking photos for the paper?
——typesetting: Jim Mascolo of the Illustrated Word has done our headlines
for over two years; he needs some help! Do you
have access to typesetting, either free or at
a good discount?
--darkroom production: we need help devel-
oping and printing film, often on short
timelines; and we could save a lot of
money if someone could do half-toning
of our photos.
CAN YOU HELP?
call-—-George,

% Please give us a
% (415)644-2028.

Whodunnit?

DIRECT ACTION is produced by the
DA Publications Collective, 3126
Shattuck, Berkeley CA 94705, (415)
644-2028. We welcome articles,
letters, ideas, tips on actions,
etc, with the understanding that
all articles may be edited. Sorry,
we cannot return any manuscripts,
graphics, etc. We WILL return
photos and original artwork if
pre-arranged--please call before
mailing photos or art.

DIRECT ACTION, as we said above
in "HELP!", needs production help.
Give us a call at 644-2028.

The following people helped
with production of issue #23:

Photo Credits

Last issue, we neglected to

paste in credits for the

photos we had from August 3

in,San Francisco and August

9 at Livermore Lab.

The photographer, a regular

. contributor and production work-
er for DIRECT ACTION, was Bill
Washburn. We apologize to Bill,
and appreciate the work he's
done for the paper.

Sheila Harrington, Kate Raphael
Steve Nadel, George Franklin,
Judy Foster, Kathy Bindels, Paul
Bloom, Suzanne McMillan, Bruce
Yamamoto, Gene Wiens, Graham Hale,
Tad Mutersbaugh, Geoff Yippie!

aded drivers see us. If we're dan-
cing in the intersection maybe it
reinforces the media's image that
the movement is a big party and
we're in it for fun. We could prob-
ably use better coordination between
blockaders and support people, Sup-
port often waits to cheer arrests
when they are in the position te go
up the lines of cars and attempt
dialogue. ’

I admit that I'm partial to the
'82/'83 actions where clusters
could plan the tone of the zone,
there was more autonomy than being
in a crowded intersection, Hope-
fully we can work harder at direct-
ing our actions at those most respon
-sible for the Arms Race, in a tone
that communicates our concern and
maybe touches people's conscience.

Slncerely’Gilbert Lee

DIRECT ACTION:

I have decided that civil dis-
obedience is a mistake. Although
it may be emotionally satisfying,
it fails to address the concerns of
those who support nuclear weapons.
I think that acknowledging the in-
telligence and integrity of those
whom one opposes, and trying to
understand their viewpoint, is a
much more effective approach. Civil
disobedience disrupts the dialog.

A former subscriber
(no name signed)

unbecoming to LAG but I disagree
with the implied strategy. The move-
ment needs everyone who wants to do
c.d. The goal in risking arrest
is to participate in a mass action
that educates others via the media.
(My goals in jail are most certainly
not to make new friends and gain
personal fulfillment!)

Let's face it--mainstream media
are impressed by quantity. Big demos
get big coverage; lots of arrests
create lots of attention. The educa-
tion is done by the action itself,
not by the price arrestees pay later,

Jail solidarity is definitely an
ideal for me and everyone, but let's
keep it in perspective. In a mass
movement, it is a luxury. How can
we work out a way next time to include
"short-timers" in jail strategy?

DIRECT ACTION:

I love DIRECT ACTION, and I read
each issue eagerly when it arrives.
But I was deeply alienated by the
exclusive and elitist views expressed
in the four articles on jail solid-
arity in the summer 1985 issue(#21).
There must be room somewhere for
those of us who want to express our
outrage and commitment through
civil disobedience but simply cannot
stay in jail for more than a few
days.

Please don't dismiss me as "new
to the movement"—--my involvement has
been regular since 1962. And, I was
able to maintain jail solidarity
for most of the June 1983 Livermore
incarceration when I was arrested
there for blockading. My only reason
in not risking arrest at the August 9,
1985 Livermore action was that I knew
I could not maintain that part of jail
solidarity that might have meant
staying in jail past Sunday, and after
reading issue #21, did not want to
undermine those who could. But I was
disappointed, both for myself and for
the action, because the number of
arrests was smaller by at least one.

Back to the articles: they all,
especially Kate Rafael's, suggested
that only those who could commit to
a long initial stay in jail were
"dependable" and worthy of the pri-
vilege of doing civil disobedience.

for peace & justice,

Roxanne Schwartz

DON'T FORGET
TO WRITE

DIRECT ACTION welcomes letters,

The DA collective en-

We want to thank our readers for their continuing support during a tough per-

months, we remain committed to movement publishing and need your ongoing suppori

1f you're interested, call George at (415)644-2028, and we'll

"Quality not quantity" was her mes-
sage——implying that individuals
whose families and jobs just cannot
accomodate two weeks in jail were not
high quality c.d. material.

Then Andruid suggests that it is
okay to lose those people! Not only
are these elitist attitudes

accounts of actions and events,
opinions and analysis, etc. Please
include a contact number in case
we have questions. Send materials
to DIRECT ACTION, 3126 Shattuck,
Berkeley CA 94705. Messages for
DA can be left at (415)644-2028.




Alex McDonald

On October 27, during a demonstra-
tion by the Mobilization Against
AIDS, two men with AIDS Related
Conditions (ARC) chained themselves
to a rarely-used side door of the
Federal Office Building at UN
Plaza, declaring a 24-hour vigil
until their demands are met or they
are removed. By the next weekend,
the space had been renamed "Bobby
Campbell Plaza" after a local orga-
nizer who died of AIDS two years ago.

Inevitably, many of us were re-
minded of an event last spring, when
a handful of students at U.C. Ber-
keley decided to prolong a demon-
stration against apartheid and estab-
lished an all-night vigil on the
steps of Sproul Hall. In the next
three weeks the "Stephen Biko Plaza"
action had helped trigger and re-
mained one of the most dramatic
parts of a huge national student (and
non-student) movement.

Five weeks after the establishment
of Campbell Plaza, its dissimilarity
to the Biko action is much more appa-
rent to me than its likeness. I went
to Biko Hall the first night to
bring food and blankets; already
there were 100 people gathered on
the steps; most seemed settled for
the night. The Freedom Song Net-
work had been there to entertain the
vigilers. A large meeting was in
progress, and it was already clear
that there would be a high level of
discord, chaos and ego involvement
in the decision-making there.

Five weeks into the current action,
the group assembled there ranges from
a high of about 25 to a low of about
5. The most people ever to spend the
night was 18. (UPDATE: The Milk/
Moscone memorial march on Nov. 27
made a pilgrimage to the vigil, and
since then participation has picked
up.) Holly Near and Alice Walker
have not shown up; the Freedom Song
Network has not been there, and nei-
ther have most activists who rally
to other causes. There seems to be
a fairly simple, open decision-
making structure, though a few people
seem to be relied on for certain key
tasks. There are the inevitable
tenstons—between origifiators and
newcomers to the wvigil, but an aura
of harmony generally pervades the
scene. The people present tend to
be considerably older than most U.C
Students - most are in their 30's or
40's. There is an American flag fly-
ing. The relationship between the

vigil and the police seems cordial,
even cooperative, most of the time.

The biggest diffeience is that a
significant proportion of the men
involved are critically, perhaps
terminally, ill.

The arrest of' 200 "steps' activists
prompted massive demonstrations at
U.C. last year. Quite appropriately,
these demonstrations added to their
divestment demands a demand that the
university stop harassing the protest
with unjust arrests and unsanction=-
able brutality.

No such confrontation with police
seems likely at Bobby Campbell, tho
the vigilers were twice firehosed by
the Public Works Department. (Remem-—
ber, it is November, not May; the
cold and wet are upon us already, and
many of those people are quite ill.
Why take them to jail where they'll
be warm, if you can threaten their
lives by "cleaning up"?)

The major violence has come from
another quarter. On Halloween night
a demonstrator was threatened with
a knife by a street person who didn't
want to get AIDS. Three days later,
four men were seriously injured by
three men for the same reason. With
the exception of a few gay and les-
bian anarchists, the "direct action
community" has been noticeably absent

Alex McDonald

have gotten this impression as well

Left-wing Homophobia

from this action, in which men have
placed their lives on the line, and
where our help is desperately neceded
to win concrete aid for thousands

in our community.

The most straightforward reason is
that people don't know about the
vigil. It was begun without much
thought for organizing support, at a
time when the gay community was en-
tirely focused on Halloween acti-
vities. And most of those who have
taken up the organizing since are new
to it. So word has been slow to get
out. And certainly, the weather has
not been very conducive to spending
nights out in the rain.

There are other reasons people have
given, however, for their absence
which amounts, I feel, to homophobia
and myopia. When I talked with Stuart
Hysom, an anarchist who spends part
of every day at the vigil, he said
many activists are put off by the
non-militant tone of the action. I

from friends who pointed out that,
after all, they are flying an Ameri-
can flag. I don't like to carry
flags myself, but I, and those who
commented about it, have certainly
participated in actions which chose
to fly American flags to soften the
concept of protest for mainstream
Americans.

Another friend mentioned a sign
posted at the vigil which, he said,
proclaimed that it was not a politi-
cal action and that the vigilers were
not interested in any issue except
their own. That concerned me too,
and I looked at the sign next time
I went down. It reads "We are a
group of American citizens assembled
peacefully for the petition of grie-
vances...Our vigil is a nonviolent
and nonpolitical civil rights action
...demanding proper government re-
sponse to the crises of AIDS and
ARC...We want to reach the American
people, to reawaken their true
spirit of compassion, justice, under-
standing and love...."

The tone this sets is not, I think,
very different from that of many re-
ligious peace actions, including some
of the most "radical" - if by that
we mean directly challenging to the
system. A man who saw me looking

at the sign and came over said,
without prompting, "They can spend
all this money for bombs in El Sal-
vador; they can afford to give us
$500,000,000."

As to the implication that the vi-
gilers are only concerned about their
own issue, that does distinguish them
from the Biko students, who liked to
see themselves as the forefront of
every movement. But I ask you, how
many people who are dying have energy
to spare for "other issues"? It is
not really very difficult for young,
healthy, middle-class people in
Berkeley to be concerned about every-
one else. I don’'t expect Bobby Sands
in the last days of his hunger strike
thought much about anything but Ire-
land. Danlel Ortega and Bishop Tutu
make important links between their
countries and other oppressed people,
but I doubt the average Central Ame-
rican and South African, facing death
squads and starvation, has time to

worry about the "broader issues." I
can only hear people’'s objection to
the vigil's single focus as an as-
sertion that gay people's lives are
not really worth fighting for.

If I sound bitter, it is because
I am outraged that a group of men
speeding theilr own deaths to save
others are considered not "radical"
enough to deserve our wholehearted
support, while a group of people who

think two days in jail and a B in
Economics is a major sacrifice became

the darlings of the radical movements.
Each time I go to the vigil and hear
the coughing of the protesters get
worse and worse, I get angrier.

I will be honest and say that I am
often frustrated about the gay com-
munity's failures to recognize its
true allegiances. Gay men, especial-
ly, have found it easy to move into
the upper income brackets-as long as
they keep their sexual preference a
secret-and have been more interested
in personal than in "political" 1li-
beration. Dan White's recent death
was an occasion for me to reflect on
how quickly gay people seem to have
forgotten a painful lesson that the
system will not work for us in the
end. The vigil has given me clues
about why they have forgotten.

I began to ask myself why gay
people would identify with radi-
cals. Many straight friends have
said they don't feel comfortable
at the vigil, though they feel it
is important, because they don't know
anyone there. Many people didn't
know anyone at Biko either when they
first stayed there. And it's not
that the people at Campbell aren't
as friendly. (In fact, being less
paranoid, they are apt to be friend-
lier.) Again, I have the feeling that
people are afraid of having to work
with or talk to openly gay people.
It's easier to dismiss the gay com-
munity as not radical enough than to
face one's own discomfort with people
who are "different." (This excuse
is frequently given for avoiding
Third World people as well.)

People always wonder why more gay
people aren't getting involved in
all the good peace work we're doing.
But we never really try to get them
involved; why would they come to us?
A gay friend who was very active in
the Biko sit-in was upset by the tone
of the non-intervention contingent
in last year's parade. The straight
people who came secemed to want it to
be the same as any other multi-pur-
pose march. The chants were the
same; there was not commitment to
letting gay people's energy lead the
group. The attitude was " "We're
here, so we're doing our bit for gay
freedom. Now let's focus on the
important issues." People didn't
want to chant "We're dykes and fag-
gots . . . " They wanted chants
that expressed them. As usual we
were supposed to worry about their
comfort; but it was our day.

Some members of the DIRECT ACTION
collective had never heard of COMING
UP!, one of the largest monthly pap-
ers in the Bay Area. An anarchist
friend of mine said he hadn't gone
to see "The Times of Harvey Milk",
an award winning movie, because it
sounded "boring." Two years in a row
LAG held its big action at the Lab
at the end of June, when the gay
community was mobilizing around the
parade.

In general, I think people con-
sider sexuality basically a private
issue. You can say that when your
sexuality is affirmed in every major
movie and every corner billboard.

On the other hand, people believe
that gay people should naturally ally
with others who are oppressed, and be
their champions, without being ap-
proached about the connections be-
tween issues.

Like other oppressed peoples, we
will be your allies when you make our
struggle yours.

(NOTE: This article represents only
my opinion, and is not intended to
speak for other gay activists.)

--Kate Raphael

BB R R T S

““Given our budgeting contraints.__"’
—Ronald Reagan §

k!"

«s\\Je want our money bac

— Enola Gay

-not for war TOUR!
Sat., Dec. 14, 12:00
Simon Bolivar statue, UN Plaza, SF

: Monday, Jan. 13, 10:00
Same place




Continued from page 1

Given that years of mass protest
and public consciousness-raising
could only be dashed by such out-
comes, major problems remained
for the U.S. How is such a monu-
mental failure, to be the first
U.S. president in a generation not
to negotiate a significant arms
control treaty, to be sold to West-
ern opinion? What real interests,

in the government and corporate
defense establishments, are rep-
resented by the new directions of
SDI and the abandonment of trad-
itional arms control processes?
What about the peace movement?

e

The Selling Agenda

What was the context which was re-
layed to the public by media repre-
sentation of the summit?

--There is no American peace move-
ment (Did you see any sign of it on
TV? I didn't).

~-The Soviets are more dangerous
than ever because of appearances.
Opening up to the media is a trick
to hide their evil intentions.

—-Women are too dumb to understand
arms control; blacks should stay at
home and keep out of foreign affairs
(the ultimate white male preserve).

—Finally, the old perennial: any
and every challenge to the status quo
in the Third World is directed and
controlled from Moscow (the rest of
the world is a board for games played
by the U.S.-USSR.)

All American media faithfully
echoed the Reagan administration
characterization of '"regional con-
flicts" in Southern Africa, Central
America, Cambodia and Vietnam, the
Middle East, and Afghanistan as
essentially US-USSR proxy wars. In
every instance these countries were
torn from their historical context
and their conditions denied any
national specificity. The common
language of a harried U.S5.'contain-
ment" facing Soviet "expansionism"
was used to universalize all inter-
nal causes of Third World conflicts
into camouflaged superpower confron-
tations.

But to maintain traditiomal cold
war rhetoric of international con-
spiracies directed from Moscow re-
quires some cooperation from the
Soviets. O0ld Soviet images of sec-
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retive, unappealing, cold or confron-
tational leaders helped. Expert
"Soviet watchers" from Stanford

and other think tanks were called
upon to interpret why, 30 years

after their American counterparts
learned how to appear in front of a
TV camera, the new Soviet openess to
the media is a "threat to national
security”.

That a vital link in the ideoclog-
ical campaign to maintain U.S. images
of the Soviet "Evil Empire' might be
challenged by a few smiles and stylish
dresses might seem ludicrous. But it
highlights the crucial psychological
components that go into creating a
fear of the Soviets, that is essential
to public acceptance of an escalating
arms race. The vulnerability of this
climate of fear without reinforcement
is seen in New York Times predictions,
that conservative governments would
face new difficulties in selling the
IBSR as a military threat, given
Soviet images at the summit.

_dies visit drug

The most unusual role of a "demo-
cratic press'" in the summit lies in
preserving the summit as the prerog-
ative of the protagonist governments
(and their respective press corps).
Donald Regan's comments relegating
women to the tea-room were never dis-
owned by the Reagan administration.
the press refuse to make this a sig-

nificant issue. but it continued to
reinforce Regan's sentiments. Since

women are by nature incapable of un-
derstanding the arms race, this was
replaced by the dinner coat race.
like ICBM's, here the Soviets could
safely be admitted to lag. Media
were quick to point out that Mrs.
Gorbachev wore the same dinner coat
twice. When Mrs. Gorbachev refused
to follow Nancy Reagan's lead and
limit their discussions to "women's
issues" like children and family,
the press faithfully reported Mrs.

Tad Mutarsbaugh

Reagan's dissatisfaction with tie
“"Marxist dogma" of Mrs, Gorbachev.
The message was clear: American
women would rather watch first la-
clinics and schoels.
Once more, women take care of tle
home while the men go out and dc

the real work.

Stay at Home Jesse

The media preserved its ultimate
delegitimization tactics for U.S.
activists, particularly the Rever-
end Jackson. Jackson was only one
member of a delegation of American
peace grouds (including SANE and
the Freeze), presenting a million
petition signatures for a Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty. Media
treatment had two objectives:
first, ignore the peace movement;
equally --challenge Jackson's
right to be in Geneva.

Jackson carefully avoided directly
criticizing Reagan. He challenged
Soviet treatment of Jews rather
than the invasion of Afghanistan
so as to avoid the possibility of
a Soviet response about Central
America, in which Jackson would be
forced to challenge U.S. policies.
Yet Jackson's very presence at Gen-
eva was characterized as sabotage
of U.S. policy.

While blacks overwhelmingly
supported Jackson's right to be
at Geneva, opinion polls showed
white America to be in opposition.
From the time of Martin Luther
King's criticism of the Viet Nam
War, blacks have been denied any
legitimate organized voice in de-
fining U.S. foreign policy. The
media reinforced this by concentra-
tion on Jackson's individual right
to be at Geneva, minimizing his pre-
sence in a delegation. Additionally,
other delegations present (such as
a pro-Star Wars contingent led by
Phyllis Schaffly) were ignored.

The net effect of concentrating
on Jackson the individual was two-
fold. It reinforces domestic racism.
It defines tHe peace movement into
oblivion. With the absence of any
coverage of the past six years of
U.S. and European anti-nuclear wea-
pons protests, Jackson can be rep-
resented as an opportunistic black
publicity seeker. The significance
of the potential alliance between

- domestic black politics and anti-war

protests can be hidden.
Racism, sexism, cold war xenophobia,
an invisible peace movement. That

Un-

The Selling of the Summit

was the public image. But what was
going on in the background?

Star Wars Triumphant

Again, it can not be underempha-
sized that Casper Weinberger was the
winner at the summit. His position ,
that nothing be agreed to that could
limit the SDI program, carried the
day. A powerful alliance in support

of Star Wars is being cemented in in-
De-
spite some moderate defense establish-

dustry, academia and government.

ment critics, and a nascent academic
revolt, opinion polls show that the
administration is winning the propa-
ganda war.

It was no accident that on the
Tuesday before the summit, a lead

New York Times article was headlined,

"Star Wars Industry Rises'. What
made this article more interesting
than usual was that it was the lead
article of the Business section.

Concerned by this year's congres-
sional budget cuts in SDI, industry
feared summit agreements that would
limit testing cf Star Wars systems.
Without testing, Congress would be
more reluctant to fund production
programs. Therefore industry favors
Weinberger's call for the "loose in-
terpretation" of the 1972 AEM treaty
to allow testing of the component
systems of Star Wars.

The big players —-TRW, Lockheed,
Boeing, Hughes (now owned by G.M.),
Rockwell —-are risking their owm
funds to insure front row seating for
future appropriations.
analyst said ". . to be a long-term
player, they can't let SDI get away."
Lucrative future contracts worth tens
or hundreds of billions of dollars

As an industry

Blacks and women have been
denied any legitimate voice in
defining U.S. foreign plicy.

would be at risk with negotiated lim-
its to SDI.

Why is SDI so important to indus-
try? Recent electronics industry
trade journals report that the tra-
ditional portions of the defense bud-
get ——money for soldiers, munitions,
planes and ships --are growing slight-
ly or stagnating. The fastest grow-
ing segment is electronics - the
computers, sensors, lasers, radio,
communications and other equipment
- that are predicted to account for
40% of the defense procurement bud-
get by 1994. This is the type of
equipment that is at the heart of
Star Wars.

In the academic community, the
majority of government funding for
science and engineering is being tied
into Star Wars. While all other gov-
ernment funding to universities has
leveled or decreased, SDI grants
alone will total $600 million over
the next five years. And not all
Star Wars funding comes with truth
in labeling. The Strategic computing
initiative and other programs fund

university and national laboratory
(particularly Livermore) development
of more powerful "supercomputers" to
control star wars. The VHSIC (Very
High Speed Integrated Circuits) pro-
gram finances university research
and development of the electrenic
circuitry essential to the next gen=-
eration of military technology.

Through control over research and
defense funding, at a time of weak
economy, lean budgets and profits,
the government is forging a commun-
ity of support for Star Wars. And a
comnunity for Star Wars is, by defin-
ition, a community against real arms
reduction.

The End Game

After the summit was over, the U.S.
declared victory. No concessions had
been made to restrict Star Wars. SDI

program director, Liet. General =
James Abrahamson, stated he expected
orders to speed up work, now that the
summit period is past. He has added
his voice to those calling for revi-
sions in the ABM treaty to allow test-
ing of SDI,

A new govermmental strategy is to
reveal the results of laser and kin-
etic energy weapons tests to create a
momentum of Star Wars successes. The
objective is to create a euphoria
based upon the technological attrac-
tiveness of Star Wars components,
which will make piecemeal deployment
of individual systems politically ir-
resistible. Industry will support
these efforts with a Congressional
lobbying offensive, stressing yet
again the supposed economic/employ-
ment benefits of another military
boom.

More ominously, Weinberger's latest
statements portend a drive for new
offensive military programs to ac-
company SDI development. For months
the Reagan administration has been
attacking the legitimacy of SDI crit-
ics in the defense and arms control
establishment who have warned that
U.S. intransigence in SDI negotiations
would merely lead to new Soviet
build ups in strategic nuclear mis-
siles. Now Weinberger reverses their
arguments. A fictional Soviet lead
in anti-missile systems (a "Star
Wars gap"?) now requires further U.S.
offensive missile build-ups until
an American SDI goes into place.

So Where is
the Peace Movement?

The basic condition of Reagan ad-
ministration policy was to continue
U.S. nuclear expansion through the
controlled failure of arms reduction
negotiations. This makes it easy for
direct action activists to dismiss
summitry as irrelevant, and to ig-
nore it as an arena of political
struggle.

Is this a sustainable strategy?
At the least, this means Reagan and
the media have free rein to define the
negotiation process. Absolute rejec-
tion of summitry leaves the peace move-
ment with no mechanism to propose for
US-USSR governmental relations during
a process of arms reduction.

In a way, this summit poses questions
for direct action activists, similar to
the role the relation to electoral pol-

itics played for New Left activists
in the 60's and ‘'70's. In a society
which defines democratic politics as

S




elections (or negotiations), either a
total abstinence from elections or
acceptance of the limits defined by
the two party system lead to well-
defined dead ends. The total rejec-—
tion of electoral politics (take the
Revolutionary Communist Party/RCP as
an extreme example) leads to strage-
gies for the transfer of political
power based upon the cataclysmic
collapse of government. Acceptance
of existing limits (for example,
Democratic Socialists of America/DSA)
subsumes mass mobilization to the
politics of the possible in the
Democratic Party.

LAG's first International Day (1983)
in some ways was the anti-nuclear
equivalent for total rejectionism.

The projection of the total autonomy

of all groups (on local and region-

al lines, in the U.S. and internation-

ally) meant the refusal to develop any

common programs, goal or ideology.

Its vision of the alteration of pol-
itical power was also based on the
sudden collapse of its opposition in

the face of mass unrest (civil disobed-

ience).

The broader left is searching for an
alternative to fantasy replays of
insurrection a la 1917, or the elec-
toral passivity of European Social

Democratic and Labor parties.
very much a question of the relation-
ship between struggles in the street
and in the institutions. This search
is *ust as applicable to the peace
movement and direct actiom activists;
intergovernmental negotiations play
the institutional role.

The question posed by the Freeze/
SANE/Jackson trip to Geneva is, can
the organizations of grassroots peace

activists intervene in the institution-

al processes that govern arms control
negotiations? Furthermore, is it at
all possible for such an intervention
to result in anything but the domina-
tion of anti-nuclear politics by the
interests of government bureaucracies?

The delegation of the Freeze/SANE/
Jackson tried to substitute leadership
for the drop in mass mobilizatien of
the past year. The restoration of

strong local organization, mass actions,

and civil disobedience is the first
priority before entering institutiomal
struggles (and don't ask me yet how to
do this). But when this happens, dir-
ect action activists must have re-

thought their approach to the relation-

ship of civil disobedience to other
arenas and types of struggles.

The absolutism of autonomy must be
tempered by some ways to develop local
actions which create consensus for
agendas, programs, and demands across
regional and national lines.- This
requires a greater degree of dialogue

and cooperation among U.S. and Western
In this regard, we
can learn from the process of dialogue

European activists.

between Western European peace move-
ments, and Eastern European democratic
rights activists (such as Charter 77
in Czechoslovakia or Solidarity in

Poland), concerning common programs
for peace and democracy in a superpower- comparable to CND or END in Europe to
bloc-free Europe.

The Selling of the Summit

This is

The European dialog raises issues
of peace and democracy in Europe, in
ways that recapture the language of
democracy from Reagan and his rhet-
oric of the "Evil Empire". The recent
publication of a joint East-West acti-
vist statement in opposition to U.S.

30 years after their American
counterparts learned how to
appear on TV, the new Soviet
media openness is a “threat to
national security.”

policy in Nicaragua opens this dia-3
logue to incorporate anti-interven-
tion issues outside of Europe.

Frankly, I have few ideas for how
to initiate such processes in the U.S.
We have no broad peace coalitions

act as a forum. The first step is to

overcome the isolationist and indivi-
dualist interpretations of autonomy,
which helped to define LAG as affinity
groups with ever-decreasing commonal-
ity. Then, using whatever forums we
have--DIRECT ACTION, the International
Day network (or what is left of it).
the Mobilization for Survival network,
etc.--we can begin discussions. What
should common agendas be for peace
issues: a freeze, a Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, no Star Wars research?
How do we ally with Eastern European
groups in ways that break the Cold

War consensus which identifies free-—
dom with western anti-Sovietism? How
do direct action campaigns and other
grassroots mobilizations get trans-
lated into the next peace movement
entry into Geneva? Is it possible

to challenge the public's role as pas-
sive spectator to the history of
Geneva meetings? Where do we find

the common language of anti-interven-
tionism to oppose Cold War politics
viewing the Third World as a battle-
field of US-Soviet relations?

In the current doldrum of direct
action, these may seem to be ab-
stract questions. But once again we
are struggling from behind. The
domestic alliance behind SDI streng-
thens daily. The politics of mobili-
zation through fear is not enough.

The govermment will always be in a
better position to use that fear as
long as the politics of the Cold War
g0 unchallenged. Direct U.S.-Soviet
negotiations lie at the heart of
shaping Cold War ideology. It is a
terrain we cannot leave to Reagan.

—by Allan Josephson

Vandenberg: The Real Secret of the Space Shuttle

The real secret of the space shut-
tle is everybody (that is, the U.S.
politicians, the Soviet government,
the defense contractors) knows what
it does except the American people.
The military satellites that make up
almost half of its cargo play vari-
ous roles that give our strategic
missiles the ultra-accuracy to di-
rectly target the missile silos,
airfields, and submarines of the
Soviet nuclear forces - a firsr-

infrared
which is
Infrared
Sensors,
natures"
bombers,
launches

portion of the spectrum,
invisible to the naked eye.
sensors, also known as heat
can focus on the "heat sig-
of the exhaust plumes of
cruise missiles, and ICBM
to determine their identity.

Although Teal Ruby's official
mission is to focus on the red-hot
exhaust from bombers, it may be able
to detect cruise missiles and ICBM
Thes military is loath to

launches.

Tegl Kuby--sStar wars in opace

current warning satellites.

"Star Wars" depends on being able
to locate and destroy 95% of the So-
viet missiles withing five minutes
of launch: eadch missile that evades
destruction and makes it into space
on its way towards the U.S. sepa- =
rates into up to 20 warheads and
hundreds of decoys. In order to de-
termine if a perceived threat is a
missile and to bring our forces in-
to the fray within a five minute
period, Reagan's advisor George Key-
worth has testified in Congress that
the decision to "'go to war" would be

made by a computer.

Teal Ruby illustrates the key role
played by the shuttle and its cargo.
The shuttle can carry up to 33 toms,
or twice the weight and three times
the bulk of the Titan booster, the
only existing alternative, Teal
Ruby will take up half the cargo bay
and would be too bulky to fit inside
a Titan. Similarly, many of the new
military satellites have had to wait
in line for the shuttle to take them
off the ground. Star Wars will need
more and even bigger shuttles to
place its complicated weapons system
into orbit.

The shuttle was designed specifi-
cally for trucking heavyweight mi-
litary hardware, and not the needs
of the light telecormunications sa-
tellites or other commercial items
which may be bumped to a later flight
at any time in the interests of "na-
tional security."

To avoid political opposition, the
military cargo has been kept secret

strike ability that has put both
sides on a much higher degree of
alert over the past few years and is
the main destabilizing feature of
the arms race.

In the future the shuttle will de-
liver the various components of the
"Star Wars" defense into orbit. Many
of these components can be used of-
fensively as well as defensively.

It is worth noting that the Soviets
are most worried about Star Wars as
a shield that could successfully
ward off their "ragged retaliation"
to an American first-strike.

The first flight of the shuttle
from Vandenberg AFB, scheduled ten-
tatively for July, 1986, will carry
the Teal Ruby experiment. Teal Ruby
is a super-cooled telescope; its
barrel contains 250,000 detectors of
light that are known as "sensors."
These sensors focus on light from the

admit that the sensors being tested
on Teal Ruby will be deployed in the
next three years to improve the de=
tection of Soviet ICBEMs by the early
warning satellites. Why?

1. Its heat sensors will be able
to track which missiles or bombers
left from which silos or airfields.
This makes it and its successors a

great first-strike tool --if you

know which ones they got off the
ground, you know which ones to
retarget rather than hit an
empty silo.

2. This above-mentioned ability
makes it the first piece of orbiting
hardware under the wing of the Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative (SDI) Organ-
ization, as Teal Ruby will help the
American military develop the abili-
ty to track a missile from the mo-
ment of launch. This enables detec-
tion of missiles much earlier than

from the public on almost every
launch. Meanwhile, the trade ma-
gazines slip out numerous leaks on
the nature of the cargo. Similarly,
by watching each launch from ships,
tracking the orbit by radar, and

Continued on page 6

T-shirt design by Bob Thawley
this design will be available
on 100% cotton T-shirts to bemefit
the 1986 Vandenberg Space Shuttle

Action. Please send $6.50 plus $1.00
postage and handling to VAC, c/o

3126 Shattuck, Berkeley 94705.
Specify size and color, red or la-
vendar on black or black on white.

44444+ e

Put me on the mailing list.

I want to help organize
literature/outreach
media
legal

other

NAME:

Enclosed please find §
cover costs for the mailing & action

RETURN TO VANDENBERG ACTION COALITION
c/o 3126 Shattuck Berkeley CA 94705

I would like to form/join an affinity group for participation
in protest activities at Vandenberg Air Force Base

non-violence preparations/affinity group formation

ADDRESS:

PHONE: ()
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New Coalition Resists Rock Island

Some 400 people gathered this past
October 21st in a concerted effort to
shut down the U.S. Military's largest
manufacturing arsenal at Rock Island,
Illinois. (9-10,000 workforce). This
was the second action in the last two
years, following on a June 1984 block=-
ade and protest. In the most recent
campaign, more than 100 people were
detained and charged for their disrup-
tion of Arsenal work. Many others
participated and evaded arrest. The
Rock Island organizing takes place in
a context in many ways unique to re-
cent anti-militarist direct action
campaigns. Not only location and
geography find it this way, but also
the transitions sweeping the region
economically and socially.

The Rock Island Arsenal sits on an
island in the Mississippi River--some
160 miles west of Chicago —banked by
the cities of Rock Island, Illinois
and Davenport, Iowa. With adjacent

towns the area population adds to
400,000. The arsenal work takes in
both military administration and wea-
pons manufacture. It is headquarters
to AMCCOM(Army Armament Munitions and
Chemical Command) responsible for
supplying all conventional ammunition
to U.S. Army, Navy, and Air Force
worldwide. In addition, some 3,000
people are involved with the manufac-
ture of battlefield artillery weapons.
The main line of production are ho-
witzer cannons. 40Z of the weapons
manufactured are sold overseas.
Standing at the checkout counter have
been the Philippines, South Africa,
Israel and E1 Salvador.

The surrounding regional economy is
in a depression. The area has long
been a center for the manufacture of
agricultural/farm equipment. The main

there has been a 50,000 loss in popu-
lation. In the same period of time
the Arsenal increased its workforce by
2,000 or some 30%, growing to a 230
million yearly budget.

The recent opposition organizing
has built on the work of Quad Cities
War Resistance Community and a link
with Disarm Now Action Group of Chi-
cago. The campaign has become re-
gional with representation from I11i-
nois, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Mis-
souri, Indiana, & Ohio. That work
has spurred intense discussion in the
local community with regard to the
work of the Arsenal, The curtain is
up. By the time the 10 foot fences
and razor ribbon were placed around
the Arsenal perimeter, it was clear
that the artillery shells falling on
the hills of Lebanon and Salvadoran

representatives, John Deere and Cater— yjjlages had been launched from an

pillar have .curtailed or stopped pro-
duction. Over the past four years

island in the Mississippi.
Community groups, churches, and

unions joined in a discussion of

the Arsenal's work. It had been
identified in a manner not previous-
ly possible., Its image had passed
from presidio-like military shrine
to war exporter.

There is much to note in this trans-
formation. Opposition organizing has
been diverse and innovative in framing
a range of tactics. The most recent
action again saw good use of moving
blockades and guerilla tactics —--al-
lowing people more options for parti-
cipation. Another success was the use
of "non-violent bodily force" to free
persons held by police. These experi-
ences have contributed to a growing
understanding of non-violent resis-
tance. Further information on the
Rock Island Actions may be obtained
from Disarm Now Action Group, 407 S.
Dearborn, #370, Chicago, Illinois,
60605-1141.

—by Gene Wiens

Vandenberg: The Real Secret

Continued from page &
observing the size and destination
of each satellite by telescope,
the Soviets routinely have no prob-
lem in deducing the mission objec—
tives.

The Vandenberg launch was de-

classified in October in an admit-

ted attempt to "avoid the hoopla"

as Teal Ruby will be the first sate=-
llite under the wing of the Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative Organi-
zation (SDIO). With up to a half

a million spectators expected to
observe the launch, the first
"staffed" spaceflight from a Califor-
nia military base will be an event
that will spark an unusual amount

of media analysis.

The shuttle launch presents an
ideal opportunity for large num-
bers of activists to leaflet the
spectators, rally outside the base
gates, and engage in direct actions
at corporate offices, on the base,
and the vicinity of the launch pad.
Exposing the nature of the launch
will be newsworthy in its own right.
Delaying the launch would be icing
on the cake. Awakening ourselves
and the world to the real purpose
of the shuttle and its cargo of
first-strike and Star Wars weapons
is what this action is all about.

—Billy Landers

Trident

Plowshares

On Friday, October 18, the Trident
II Plowshares--Bill Boston, Jean
Holladay, Frank Panopolous, John
Pendleton and Leo Schiff were sen-
tenced to the maximum one year in
jail plus $500 fine for malicious
mischief to property. Frank Pano-
polous had two months added to his
sentence for contempt of court. Du-
ring the trial, Panopolous had re-
fused to identify who drove the group
to the shipyard where they had ham-
mered and poured human blood on Tri-
dent II missile launch tubes.

Jean Holladay, the last to be sen-
tenced, told the judge that she would
accept a sentence of community
service, which would enable her to
continue caring for her two small
grandchildren. Jean's daughter,
Cathy, the children's mother, was
killed when struck by an automobile
this summer. She asked that the
judge not sentence her grandchildren
in sentencing her. The judge refer-
red to Holladay's pre-sentencing re-
port, which indicated she had no
intention of resuming her “career"”
until after four-five years, while
she nurtured the children. Misin-
terpreting 'career” to mean missile-
bashing rather than Jean's outside
employment, Judge Bourcier assumed
she would then return immediately
to the "life of crime" and showed
no leniency. As he pronounced
the sentence for her, the courtroom
erupted. Six people were taken into
custody after they stood and turned
their backs on the judge. The court-
room was cleared while supporters
sang songs of peace.

Later, five of the six who pro-
tested the sentencing were sentenced
to ten days in jail for contempt,
without being allowed to speak in
their own behalf.

--Excerpted from The Nuclear Resister

Actions

Pruning Hooks

The Trident submarine and nuclear
war will continue to be on trial in
Rhode Island even after the sentenc-
ing of the Trident II Plowshares, as
members of the Trident II Pruning
Hooks prepare for their court dates.
The group of four men and two women
acted at the Quonset Point Electric
Boat shipyard on April 18, 1985.
Since that date, Greg Boertje, John
Heid, Roger Ludwig and George Veasey
have been residing at the Adult Cor-
rectional Institute - Intake Service
Center in Cranston, RI (02920) having
refused the conditions of personal
recognizance. Sheila Parks and Su-
zanne Schmidt are released in their
own recognizance and have been doing
important support work. It is expec-|
ted that John Heid will soon join
Sheila and Suzanne in working on the
"outside" spreading the word about
resistance to Trident.

On August 13, at a pre-trial hear-

ing, State's Prosecutor Jeffrey Pine

offered a plea-bargain promising two -

years probation in exchange for a
plea of no-contest to the charges of
possession of burglary tools, tres-
pass, and malicious mischief to pro-
perty. All six Pruning Hooks refused
the bargain. The men have returned
to prison.

No trial date has been set.

In 1974, a largely uninformed and
misled Congress passed legislation
aimed at settling a so-called "land
dispute" between Navajo and Hopi In-
dians living around Big Mountain in
northeastern Arizona. P.L. 93-531,
or the Navajo-Hopi Land Settlement
Act, came as a terrible blow to the
traditional native people, who are
struggling to retain their cultural
integrity and protect their religi-
ous freedoms which are so intri-
cately tied to their lands. The Land
Settlement Act authorized a 50-50
split of an area of land formerly
known as the Joint Use Area (JUA),
which were lands shared among Nav-
ajo and Hopl alike for hundreds of
years. The law ordered construction
of a barbed wire fence to separate
the Hopi and the Navajo, 90 percent
reduction of their livestock herds,
(which these traditional herders
depend on for sustenance), and a
halt to all building and improve-
ments to property. It also estab-
lished a Relocation Commission to
plan for the removal of all Navajo
and Hopi people who happen to be
residing on the "wrong side of the
fence."

This genocidal relocatioi. ef=-

&

So Big Mountain Ro

fort is causing great suffering among
the traditional people, and the
deadline for relocation is rapidly
approaching—July 7, 1986. Yet the
traditional people assert there is
no "land dispute", and that the
relocation is being done to increase
the access of energy and mineral
corporations to vast deposits of
uranium, coal, oil and natural gas
in the area.

It is imperative that people of
good heart all over the country write
their congresspersons to urge the
repeal of Public Law 93-531, which
mandates the relocation and which
threatens to destroy the traditional
way of life. The relocation is a
direct threat to the cultural survi-
val, religious freedom, ecological
sustainablility, and freedom of
traditional Indian people who
clearly understand that the mining
of uranium will lead to the destruc-
tion of Earth.

Help!

We are in urgent need of people who
can help us in our legal advocacy,
public outreach, and direct support
of the traditional people. We are in
need of funds and fundraising contacts
to continue our critical work.

You can become involved with our
efforts by writing us and joining our
mailing list of thousands of con-
cerned and active supporters.

Now is the time to support the Indian
people in their struggle for freedom
and self-determination and to keep the
uranium where it belongs...in the
ground.

Walk in Beauty,
The Big Mountain Staff

(The bay area Big Mountain Support
Group has a new office—3126 Shattuck,
Berkeley 94705; the office is being
shared with Livermore Action Group,
the Nonviolent Action Project, DIRECT
ACTION newspaper, and the Site 300
working group. Big Mountain Support
Group will be staffing the office
12-5 Monday through Friday. Sto
by, or give us a call at (415)644-
2028.)




Scandinavians Resist Cruise

To: Livermore Action Group.
Thank you for your latest letter. It
feels good that you also are pro-
testing against the American navy.

Tonight 0ld Moe and I went to
the Leftwing Women's Organization to
talk about the camp.* It was nice to
re-experience the camp at this meet-
ing. A slideshow and a videotape are
also being used at several occasions
to spread information about the peace-
camp.
This week there have been demonstra-
tions against the American navy visit-
ing Goteborg on their way to manuevers
in the Baltic Sea. There have been
protests in Norway and Denmark as well
(against the battleship Iowa).

We were doing a die-in at the arri-
val in Goteborg on Oct. 8th, (30 peo-
ple) and 70 people were supporters.
The ninth of October we did a demon-
stration as well, where the Central
America Organization burned the Ameri-
can flag. We can understand that they

do that, but we were very angry with

them as they didn't mention that this " b

: &
was going to happen when we planned &.4t\ %6
the demonstration together! They dﬂg, r SUn

used us (the peace movement) as back-
ground for their action. And the pub-
lic certainly doesn't like to see
flags burning. Some communists were
also burning flags at another occasion.
Although we were not a lot of people
demonstrating, we had a lot of atten-
tion from the media. Lars Barregard
also wrote a very good article for the
liberal newspaper Goteborgs Posten.

Leaflet
given to U.S.
satlors during stop
at Goteborg,

We feel that the Americans want to "Look you can't keep your territory
test us by sailing right into the nuclear-free" seems to be the message.
Scandinavian harbors with their nu- And the governments of the Nordic activities and a demonstration took
clear fleet and doing manuevers in countries won't ask if they really place in Stockholm against apar-
the ?altic Sea. ?ailiﬂg into the are carrying nuclear weapons. They theid in South Africa. In front
Baltic in a war Sltuatlon"dOES_HOE probably are. of the South African Embassy in council of Molndal, Sweden, in Aug-
make sense. It would be "suicide The 29th of November, politicians Goteborg there will be demonstra— ust, Organizer Britta Petterson
for the American fleet. Also they from the Nordic countries are gath- tions during the next 14 days. after visiting LAG's International
try to demoralize the movement for ering in Copenhagen to discuss the So there are a lot of things going Work Group, invited us to send four
a nuclear-free zone in Scandinavia. nuclear-free zone. It's a very good on here in Sweden fo- the time being. activist teens, 13-16 years, to the
initiative. A lot of the kids from the camp also camp to meet their Scandinavian and
The social democrats are still in took part in the demonstrations Soviet peers. The last turned out
power after the election in Septem- against the naval visit. That was to be children of diplomats. Melody
ber here in Sweden. For security really great. Ermachild and Stan Dewey of the IWG
policy, though, it doesn't matter Greetings from Ole and Britta went to visit the group, and they say
that much if the social democrats the Swedes were very inspired by news
the conservatives are in power. * The International Youth Peace of all the work against homeporting
The 1lth of October a lot of ac- Camp, official project of the city in San Francisco Bay.
September 23, 1985, outside the ELl Salvador consulate, Powell & Market, San Franeiseo: as the 200 protesters slowly

read names of the dead of El Salvador to the beat of a drum, 2 "Salvadoran soldiers" and a "U.S. Advisor" executed
them, one by one. Surviving protesters leafletted the passersby as they stepped through the sea of bodies, many
of which were marked with crosses bearing the names of vietims. Sponsored by Bmergency Response Network.




Each and every

What is your goal when vou
do political graffiti?

My goal is to create the ambiance
of a society in turmoil, to reflect
the turmoil that people keep inside
their homes and in their hearts—to
put this on the walls of the city. I
try to provoke some of this turmoil in
people who think they're immune to it, to
get them to think about their world--which
they try not to do. People are surrounding
themselves with pretty things and pretty
clothes and muzak...all they need is something
intruding into that to make them realize what a

Phatos myth all that tranquility is. (MLF) Why do you feel that graffiti is a signiﬁcant
and inter- E e .
viewm by Lo To make people think...to bring art into people's form of pohttcal action?

lives. I want to have peoples' art in the streets. (NM)

nardo da Berkli
and the Marquise

It's a way of getting art and politics into the

46 BEylon; excapt To assert that I have some control over my enviromment. (AK) street. It affronts people's conceptions of
"
upper right billboard what's acceptable political expression. It
photo by Belsmith. The 1 want to communicate with people, to reach a broad aud- pushes the limits of private property, of who
avelgrss ience. I want them to see the connection between an institu- has the right to use the walls. (NM)
tion and the thing I'm protesting. And it helps give me a .
Morgan Le Fey (MLF) sense of solidarity with the people I do it with. (HF) The status quo/conservative forczs in this

Norman Meyer (NM)
A, Krayola (AK)

A. Capella (AC)
Hanlya Furfey (HF)
Vesuvius (V)

country have the money to communicate,
but people like you and me and the poor
don't have any monmey to pay for the
vehicles of communication which reach
the most people. If not for graf-
itti, many aspects of culture would e
not be visibly expressed. The forms
of political action we engage in are the
forms of the dispossessed and powerless. In
political terms, it's a way of equalizing our
access to forms of media which reach a lot of
people. In terms of whether it's politically ef-
fective, we can't demonstrate how effective the sit-ine
demonstrations, grafitti--any of the forms of action t
we engage in--are. (HF)

It's important to leave the city strewn with acts

even just insinuations of it. Resistance works o

of ways, some of which are pretty predictable (1

but also in some very mysterious ways. Grafitt

osmosis of consciousness from one sub- or coun

iety., It expresses the way of looking at the
that group has. (V)

A lot of my faith in it comes from the fac
role in enacting revolutions in other countri
validity..,People can't turn you down as they ca

are some kinds of people who will respond to grafit
a leaflet, (MLF)

Graffiti Etiquette How do you choose what to do, and where?

We've been scrupulous about it. The only thing I'll cover up
is right-wing grafitti. I stay away from houses and cars; I
wouldn't want someone to spray "USSR Out Of Afghanistan" on my
house. I wouldn't do a small business, unless it's, say, a
porn shop which threatens me as I walk down the street. (MLF)

My impulse is usually to go for issues which are not so much in the forefront of
issues which people are more inured to--things in the news, but somewhat obscure
grafitti that's so strident and rhetorical that it turns off 98% of the people w
Imperialism Get Your Bloody Hands Off Central America". (MLF)

The ones I like best are when what and how I spraypaint plays off the space, whe

' T i s if
I've never done a house. Small businesses I would only do i I want to say that fits the space. (AC)

there was a specific reason--I wouldn't do a general political
message on a small store. If there was something going on at
the store, I might tailor the grafitti to the location. But
there are other ways to interact with a small store. You can
go and talk with them, or organize people; it's more approach-
able. A lot of times people spraypaint places that are unap-
proachable. (AC)

I try to think what effects the design will have, whether it creates more clutte
paint job. Good grafitti and stencils can enhance an area, politically and aest
are vandalism, they destroy a
beautiful environment, Grafitti
is more legitimate than billboard
ads, it's cultural expression, one

I wouldn't spraypaint over someone else's grafitti; if I dis- where people have to care enough

agree with it, I'll spray my opinion next to it., (HF) to get bUStEd.for it...It's im-
portant to think about how the

location affects people, to ask
who will be offended and why. I
try to choose places where the
location itself won't offend most
people, and where it will stay up
for a long time. (AK)

I really don't like rhetoric. I don't
like grafitti which can be too easily
labelled, boxed and dismissed—-''Oh,
protesters'--click, end of thought
process...My big thing is questionms,
because what I really want to do is
get people to THINK, goddamnit, ABOUT
THINGS., Some friends of mine did an
action where they wrote "WHO IS BEN
SASWEY AND WHY IS HE IN JAIL?" all
over the place; this is the kind of
grafitti I appreciate and try to

do. (V)

More Opinions Wanted!

We want to hear your opinions on graf-

itti—goals, styles, methods, reserva-
) tions...we'd especially like to hear

"Onece we'd gotten all ready to do this billbeard alteration, we went dowm from spraypainters doing art or "turf"

there, and some other group had just been there and plastered tem copies prafitti--what do you think? Send
of the same poster, side by side. We had planned this really nice thing, your opinions, comments, letters
8 and they'd just made a mess, but we still didn't touech 1t. There's plenty (and PHOTOS TOO!!) to DIRECT ACTION,

of space for everybody." (MLF) 3126 Shattuck, Berkeley CA 94705.




What about the criticism that graffiti alienates some people
so much that it hurts more than it helps?

Is it always bad to alienate people? Are we trying to
reach people. or shock them? Anytime we try to take con-
trol over some aspect of our lives, it's going to alienate
people; it's important to think about who will be offended,
and why. Certain people, I feel fine about offending. (AK)

Feeling alienated is what people do when they don't want to
change, when you're presenting them with some information
that—--if they really took it to heart-=would force them to
change the way they look at the world, or even at their
lifestyle. But they don't want to make the changes, so
instead they choose--and I really believe it's a choice--to
feel alienated. It almost seems like alienation is an inev-
itable step in the process of changing. (V)

There's probably some validity to this, That's partly why I
stay away from personal property. But we also need to
chisel away at the whole perception of banks and corpora-
tions as sacrosanct...Maybe I'm willing to alienate some
people==though I want to say that tentatively.
But it seems like not everybody s going
to like you if you're doing effective work...It's good to break the law if it gets in the way of
what you know is right. (MLF)

Any time you take action you're going to alienate some
people==but in the long run, you affront people and make
them think, it's a way to kick people's consciences. (NM)

How do you feel about graffit
that’s not * political "—like turf graffiti?

I like seeing it on walls, it's a way of
saying "I count", "I'm here". Some of the
social things, the violence between gangs,
or tagging over murals, bugs me. (NM)

I don't think it helps much to rank kinds of
grafitti; it's all important., People don't
cross over much., I think there could be a lot
of exchange. The people doing turf tags are
doing the artistic grafitti. Maybe if we used
more visual images, it might make crossing over
more possible. (AC)
by
‘hat I don't feel very good about it, it's such a waste.
If kids are taking the risk, I wish they were doing
it with more of a political conscience. It's partly
of resistance-- my responsibility to figure out how this will happen.(MLF)
n the world in a lot

ike spreading the word), It appeals to me on a gut level; it's an assertion of the

i facilitates some kind of individual against an institution. The individual lacks
ter-culture to the rest of soc-— respect for that institution when s/he writes on the wall,
world and adding things up that and they're using it to communicate to other people. Their

action is anti-authoritarian; it challenges the institution,
. which is what the building is all about...I see grafitti itself
t that grafitti has played a major in so many ways, not just as a political tactic, but also as an

es, so it has some historical expression of the culture and the social locale--any kind of
a0 with a leaflet, and there grafitti is not only political expression, but social expression
ti that won't respond to of one's life. (HF)

people's minds, the
d., And I don't like
ho see it, like "U.S.

re I have something

r or ruins a nice
hetically...Billboards

Do you feel that, for vou, graffit is a “social” or
an individual form of protest?

I don't really see that there's that much of a distinction. For me the
most important thing is that it's a peolitical act. (HF)

Grafitti is not capable of changing society by itself. I have no
illusions that it's a substitute for good organizing, but I see it

as one part of organizing--a way of expressing what's going on, and

of keeping things going between big actions. Clandestine action is
less desirable than open action, but open action uses up so much more
energy--by almost quantum leaps. Clandestine action can cause as nuch
serious disruption as months of organizing. Neither substitutes for
the other, but it's good to use them in combination. (MLF)

What I do is pretty individualisfic, but the act of grafitti has a
social context--it's a way of taking over turf. I'm inspired by
grafitti in the subways of New York. (NM)

I think that grafitti helps build social movements, though it's often

a very individualistic act. But political grafitti communicates oppo-
sition to the way things are; this is crucial to building a resistance
movement because it shatters the sense of isolation that those who aren't
comfortable with the status quo feel--an isolation "the establishment"
would like to see maintained and which the mainstream media perpetuates,
Grafitti is a clue to people that they are not alone. (V)




2. Spiral Dance: A Magical Journey

Saturday, November 2--6:30p.m.--

I had been rushing all day, having
been part of a small group to organize
the Emergency Response Network's
skills-sharing day. The day had been
intense and productive, but tense and
frenzied as well. It had not ended
on time, I had to leave before clean-
up was finished, and there was a traf-
fic jam on Van Ness and the bus was
very late. I had a terrible head-
ache, and decided I wouldn't even
mind if I got to the Spiral Dance too
late to take my place as a "dragon"
and had to go crash instead. When
I got to the Women's Building, how-
ever, the dragons had just gathered
and I joined the meeting, where we
talked about how to keep people from
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crashing into the chorus and make
sure the altars didn't go up in
flames.

Around us, dancers in long purple
robes and green leotards were twirling
and leaping. Our meeting ended and I
went back to the dressing area. My
housemate Bob had just finished paint-
ing a tree on Mary's face. She set-
tled a garland on her head as I
sprinkled glitter on my cheeks and
painted my face with an abstract de-
sign.

I stood at the foot of the stairs,
directing people to the childcare
space, and watched the people pour-
ing into the foyer. Among them I saw
many whom I see regularly at actions
and meetings. I was pleased to see
Christians and atheists among them,
not there to watch a freak show but
to get a better understanding of ano-
ther kind of worship. They were wear-
ing elaborate costumes or ordinary
clothes and face paint; some wore
their best symphony-or-opera suits
and dresses. They carried tambour-
ines, maraccas, wooden flutes, charms,
boxes, children.

I have known about Reclaiming Coll-
ective, which put on the Spiral Dance,
for several years, since Starhawk
and other women led a Summer Sol-
stice ritual in jail at the June 1983
Livermore blockade (as always, I am
tempted to say "the Livermore
blockade"). I remember my reaction
at the time: I was slightly baffled,
slightly annoyed by the assumption
that all the women would want to
participate in this ritual, without
any explanation of what it was, why
we should, or what was going to hap-
pen. I remember being frustrated
about not being able to participate
fully because the "plan"” wasn't told
to the common woman; but I think there
was fear in my hostility, too, of this
new kind of spirituality and the power
it might bring to that awesome group
of women. After all, there I was in
the clutches of a state dedicated to
destroying, among other things, any
sign of power in women. Weren't the
witches afraid to let the cops see
them at work?

I, like most women learning to be
feminists, flirted with the concept
of witchecraft in college, but that
had been in the Cris Williamson style
where all you have to do 1is say "I am
a witch", tied up with the idea that
all lesbians, and only lesbians are
witches.

Since 1983 I have come to know many
pagans and witches among the people
with whom I do political work. I

have, in fact, found that closet pag-
ans are as prevalent as closet Chris-

tians in the radical action community.
And as with Christians, that realiza-
tion has given me a deep respect for
the faith of thpse who are "out". 1
have attended large and small rituals,
for solstice and equinox, birthdays,
full moon. I have heard about the
rituals in the back country of Diablo,
which helped keep the plant closed
when all other means had been ex-
hausted in 1981 and 1984. 1 received
personal power from a ritual ay
friends gave me before I went to do
time by myself. And in a particular-
ly special moment last spring, I
attended a women's ritual where we
walked on hot coals without burning
our feet.

This would be a totally different

-bnlbniijaﬁ .

kind of ritual, both because over 400
people attended each of two nights,
and because it was partly a perfor-
mance plece.

The Spiral Dance was a celebration
of Halloween by those for whom it is
one of the most sacred times of
year--the time when the dead return
and the 1living can cross into the
world of forever. At the same time,
it was a peek into another belief sys-
tem for non-pagans who were curious.

The weekend before, the dress re-
hearsal was filmed for a movie being
produced by the National Film Board
of Canada Women's Shop, to be dis-
tributed to schools, groups, and pub-
lic TV stations. To thuse of us
who do pagan rituals regularly, the
filming was a bizarre experience.
Some of us called it "The Goddess
Goes to Fantasy Island”, intrigued but
skeptical about bringing paganism and
magic to a viewing public whose image
of a witch is Elizabeth Montgomery.

Preparing the way

I didn't really expect to get that
much inspiration from either event:
the bright lights and fussing around
for film crews were distracting,
though I was among my close friends;
the presence of 400 people I didn't
know at a pre-rehearsed ritual boded
ill for the final show. It attests
to the skill and care of the planners
and "cast" (who prefer to think of
themselves as "facilitators") that
each had a unique and special power
for me.

As people filed into the auditorium,
the lights had been turned off, can-
dles burned on the altars, the air
was heavy with incense and Ruth
Rhiannon Barrett was singing "Earth
Receive Thy Soul". When the last
people had slipped into the packed
house and gone to the balcony, which
was opened at the last minute for
overflow seating, Susan North walked
to the center of the room, looked
into a burning cauldron, turned to
the west and began to sing "Spirits",
a chilling ballad of a witch about
to die. Charlie Murphy and Jamie
Sieber sang "The Burning Times",
Charlie's song about the Renaissance
destruction of folk culture, women,
gay people and witches.

The Tree of Life, a group visuali-
zation, almost always opens rituals.
More Downing, whom many of you know
as a nonviolence preparer, guided
this one: "Take some deep breaths.
Imagine your breath as the roots
of an old oak tree. Feel your roots
go down, down, down...seeking the
heat at the center of the earth."
Her voice rose and my body caught

fire. We brought that power up up

up and grounded it again, and sudden-
ly my headache was gone, and I felt
wonderful, reborn.

The ritual itself began then, with
the "Guardian Song", a musical and
dance invocation of the directions
and the elements--Sun and Air (East),
Fire (South), Water (West), Earth
(North). More songs, dances and me-
ditations invoked the Goddess, as -
Maiden, Mother and Crone, and the
young and older Horned God.

All of this led up to the climax
of the ritual, a journey to the Isle
of Avalon, the Mystery world of
forever, where the spiral dance
would be danced and the future re-
claimed.

Our memories would guide us on our
journey to the Isle of the Dead, so
a period of remembering and mourning
our dead was central to the ritual.
Prepared litanies recalled groups of
dead: those who died in slavery,
those massacred in the White man's
expansion, those who have died in the
mines, in radioactive explosions,
women who died of rape and abuse,
those who have died in prisons, the
victims of Sabra and Shatila, of the
war in Nicaragua and El1 Salvador,
those who have died of AIDS and of
despair. Then we all called out our
personal memories; two words punctu-
ated the recital, over and over, AIDS
and suicide. I was struck by the
number of deaths this primarily (tho
by no means entirely) young gather-
ing had sustained. For over half
an hour the air hung heavy with
grief.

Raising the Power

But then slowly, Starhawk's voice
called us back, to the journey ahead.
The chorus began to sing and the gra-
ces, bearing candles to light the
way, ushered participants onto the
boat (made of rope) which would take
them to Avalon.:

The Spiral Dance was danced after
disembarking on Avalon. It teaches
us what it is to be alive, and about
our responsibilities in this life.

As the spiral wound inward, the
chants "We are alive" "Let it begin
now" kept rhythm for sung litanies.
The healing magic grew more and more
intense, drawing everyone into its
spell. The chants became cries, the
dance grew wilder, the room vibrated
with the power of truth. Even we
dragons, who remained behind to guard
the altars, were washed over with the
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energy. For the power which was born
then was to bond us to each other,
not to those we visited in the spirit
world. "There is no end to the cir-
cle, there is no end to life. Reach
out and take the hand of a friend.
Reach out and take the power to begin"
we sang as the dance ended. The
energy did not stop rising. Long
after the dance ended people con-
tinued to dance, to writhe and

sing. Even after the circle was
opened, back in the world of every
day, after the lights were on and

the chorus were changing clothes and
beginning to clean up, the singing
and dancing went on.

Sean McShee, a member of Enola Gay
affinity group, cautions against a
frequent implication that paganism
is "the one true religion" for gay
people. Similarly, I must resist
the temptation to believe that it
is the "true path" for radicals.

That temptation is there, I think,
because it is such a strong rejection
of the characteristics of dominant
culture--control and fear of nature,
sexual and emotional suppression,
self-punishment, misogyny and homo-
phobia--and as well has so long been
the ultimate taboo (think of little
children riding broomsticks on Hall-
oween). And it is easy for direct
actionists to identify with-those who
were burned at the stake for their
beliefs, for being strong women, for
loving each other. But I must remem-
ber, of course, that both the Jewish
and Christian traditions, and Hindu
and Muslim as well, have long lines
of martyrs, who defied authority and
went to their deaths. What is spe-
cial about an event like the Spiral
Dance is that it contains elements
everyone can relate to, and invokes
images which speak to each of us.

We don't have to force ourselves into
the roles modeled by God the Father
or Mary the Virgin, nor do we have

to struggle to find alternative in-
terpretations of the tradition.

Now, when Yuppies are paying hund-
reds of dollars-to learn-to walk on
fire or to be "regressed" to their
past lives, it is wonderful to be
in a community which believes we can
make our own magic, to heal ourselves
and to change the world.

(Reclaiming offers classes in magic
and spirituality. For information
call B8&49-0877.)

--by Kate Raphael
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Risking Peace: Why We Sat in the Road

Risking Peace: Why We Sat in the
Road is a newly-released book by LAG
civil disobedience veterans Jackie
Cabasso and Susan Moon. It chroni-
cles the June of '83 demonstration

at Lawrence Livermore Laboratories
and subsequent trial of 235 protes-
tors (represented by 11 of them) who,
chose to plead '"Not Guilty" to the
charge of "willfully and maliciously"
blocking roads around the Lab,

The book 1s extremelw accessible,
which is perhaps its strongest point:
it is short, buzzing with photographs,
clearly organized and very well writ-

ten. Its succinctness 1is largely
due to the lack of detail in the ex-
planation of the demonstratiom, ar-
rests and jall --a fact which I at
first found disappointing —-but it
rapidly becomes evident that these
are not the main point of the book.
The main point is the statements
that the defendants make before
sentencing by Judge Clifford Bachand

but after they have been found guilty

in a trial which did not allow them
to explain their action to the jury.

Most of my comments have actually
to do with these statements rather
than the book itself, although it is
certainly true that Risking Peace is
structured to reflect as clearly as
possible the sentiments expressed in
the defendants' statements,

It seemed to me that a very high
proportion of the defendants spent
at least a few sentences establish-
ing themselves as good (often Chris-
tian) "law-abiding" American citi-
zens, Many claimed responsibility
for their actions in behalf of their

children, for whom they feel a par-
ental duty to protect. Not a single
person mentioned the Russians or
challenged the media-whipped hysteria
around Communism upon which the arms
race relies for its most primary pre-
text. No provocative questions were
raised about Freedom, the "justify-
ing condition" of all U.S. policy

and action; no questions were raised
about the nature of this supposed
freedom in a country where the major-
ity of people are afraid to go out
alone after dark,

It appears that even among
those of us who do direct action
there is a real hesitancy to say
anything which could be construed as

"un-American".

I believe that I understand the
reasons for this. Above all, we
see ourselves as people who are try-
ing to change society and we are
afraid that if we push things too
far we will be discredited and rob-

bed of our power to influence.
But the flip side of the coin is

that while we are trying to get the
judge to grant, (on at least a per-
sonal level), that we are "well-
intentioned" pecple -- we reinforce
certain societal assumptions which

1 feel help form the contextual mil-
ieu from whence the arms race,
American militarism and daily vio-
lence most naturally flow. For
example, the idea that there are

"good people" in the world (Chris-
tians, people who work and are law-
abiding), and "bad people" (who

Photo by Steve Stallone

"Someday, 1f we survive so long, our grandehildren will ask us:
You must have seen what was happening.

alive then.
Say anything?'

an  answer.
suffered in silence.
spoke out most elearly:

do break the law and, most espec-
ially, COMMUNISTS).

I think that it is important to
listen to the implications behind
what we say --or don't. Does this
mean that I am less of a good person
because I am neither a devout
Christian or a concerned parent? We
are over-eager, I feel, to pronounce
our standing in the "good guys'" cat-
egory (who love children and would
never kick a dog) --and we do this
at the expense of non-Christians,
those not living in traditional fam-
ily arrangements, and those who of-
ten find themselves outside the law
(either because they don't have the
luxury of living within it or be-
cause they live in a society where
the legal and the just are frequent-
ly not synonymous. )

Much of this distills down to what
could be seen as a very strategic
question: is it more effective to
accentuate our similarities or dif-
ferences with those who we are
attempting to influence?

I am not without mixed feelings on
this. Part of me feels, in agree-
ment with what seems to be the view
of the authors and defendants, that
we should stress the similarities--
because this seems like it would be
more effective. But I wonder: is
this really more effective? is it

"You were
Did people do anything?

It is the same question young Germans ask parents and grand-
parents who were alive in Hitler's time.

This quietly eloguent book provides

Amerieca’s preparations for a nuclear holocaust have not been
These pages preserve the faces and voices of some who
the Livermore protesters.

We are all in their debt."

--Adam Hoehschild, Mother Jones

really only a strategic point? how
much of what is important to us to
convey (our holistic view, for exam-
ple —our sense of how all of these
issues are connected with each other

and with American society in general)
do we sacrifice by resorting to this
lowest-~common~denominator--with ex-
ception approach?

To read Risking Peace: Why We Sat
in The Road, one would think that
those of us who do civil disobedi-
ence are "just like you, only we
break the law!" This may be the
most effective idea to convey, but
doesn't it minimize us and what
we're all about? Are we just like
them -—only we break the law? I
don't think so. Many of the people
I know are experimenting with what
would be considered "alternative"
life-styles and forms of relation-
ships, and no-one I have ever spo-
ken with in jail didn't see how the
arms race is in some ways the very
natural sum total of this society.

Risking Peace strikes me as an ex-
cellent organizing tool for certain
segments of society --precisely be-
cause it does minimize us, I make
no negative judgment on this: if
this book helps lure some pure Amer-—
ican innocents into the ¢-d thresh-
hold, I'll take it!

-by Sheila Harrington

ORDER FORM

Please send me ____ copies of RISKING PEACE, @ $7 each*

Postage and handling for first copy:

50¢ postage and handling for each additional copy:

NAME
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ADDRESS

Make checks payable to Open Books, and mail to 1631 Grant St.,

Berkeley, CA94703. g¢ 5o 5%

e + 40% discount to book stores and libraries
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Anarchist Community Coffeehouse

The Party of the Revolution

Every so often, not like clock-
work but mostly monthly, anarchists
of this piece of the world unite.

No one issue, cause or project is
powerful enough to bring about this
occurrence. As Marxists long ago
claim to have discovered, the unify-
ing element is a party, in thi-< case
the "anarchist community coffee-
house." More fun than the RCP's
"Bullets", able to leap ideological
chasms in a single bash, a mostly
good time is had by all while money
is raised for one or another good
purpose.

An anarchist community coffeehouse
is easier to enjoy than describe.
It's a cabaret and a talent show
and a dance and a topical presenta-
tion and a discussion group and a re-
union and a way to meet new people.
It is not dogmatic and you don't
have to be an anarchist to "belong"
although republicans tend to feel
out of place.

They go something like this. It
is 8:00 p.m. on a Saturday or Friday
night and you have found the address
on the flyer that somehow fell into
your hands. It does not look like
a coffee house, you are at someone's
home. You are on time or even early
unless you were hoping to perform,
in which case you are probably late.
The sign-up for the "open mike'" hap-
pens around 7:30 and the 15 minute
slots are filled up rapidly by an
unpredictable assortment of music-
ians (some playing weird instruments)
poets, performance artists, comedi-
ans and none cor all of the aboves.
Somecone asks you for a dollar toward
the evening's cause, which you don't
have to give. -Others are there to
sell you beer, wine, coffee, juice,

NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU

SAT APR

is the ideological part.)
the event is spread throughout the

house or warehouse or whatever, you
don't have to watch the performances
either.
their options open.

food, etc., which you don't have to
buy.
teers who have signed up for shifts.

All of these people are volun-

Within moments you may become one
of them (but you don't have to, this

ENEFIT FOR THE GUATEMALA

6t

9 >
230P™ X@jk
(T 3
; $] donation =
at-#e-door
| OPEN-MIKE
SIGN-UP F:30 pm,

NEW PERFORMERS
GET FIRST CHoICK

Since

Anarchists tend to keep

Right when things are really hop-
ping and the performance area is
jammed with people having fun, all
that stops so that people can freely
subject themselves to an often de-

Election ling, Soiola
Cross, March 1562,
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So dark,

— OttoRenz (stille,
Guatenzian peet and
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pressing but generally moving presen-
tation and discussion led by the
group to whom all the evening's pro-
ceeds will be donated.
battered women and homeless youth,
groups supporting the struggles in

Shelters for

for #hose who are yet Tobe bora

selves

generous Face

we will Come out ahetd

— 4hose who have Suffered
mMest from it,

Butits ;muw to love the warld

when all arom-de;au
A

Central America and South Africa,
and local resistance efforts have all
been featured in the past. Then
it's back to fun.

Who decides where and when the
next coffeehouse will be held and
for whose benefit? You do if you
express an interest. Hopefully, you
will also show an interest in doing
the work to make it happen. Spaces
always need cleaning, equipment needs
hauling, and things always need pur-
chasing. So how 'bout it? For more
information call Bob at 641-4095 or
look for the next Coffeehouse flyer
at 3126 Shattuck in Berkeley or Bound
Together Books, Haight near Masonic.

-=-by T. Rinaldo
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New LAG Campaign
Launched

Do you feel overwhelmed and power-
less thinking about the arms race,
that we just haven't made any pro-
gress in stopping nuclear arms design
and development? Have you personally
taken some rest and relaxation from
focusing on Livermore, or just plain
quit -- maybe feeling that not much
has been accomplished there? Could
it be that our goals (converting the
Lab or closing it down) have been
too grandiose such that we can't see
our successes? Or have you maybe
wanted to do more about the devel-
opment of nuclear weapons and Law-—
rence Livermore National Laboratory
than blockading or occupying Site
300 once or twice a year?

If you have, you and/or your affin-
ity group may want to join the LAG
Campaign. We don't want to stop do-
ing non=-violent direct action =--you
can be sure of that! We are old and
new LAG members and are an open
group. At our first meeting on
llov. 6th, we reviewed the history
of LAG and lessons learned from
the Conversion Project, where LAG
had its inception. We talked about
some of the similarities and differ-
ences of focus between the UC Wea-
pons Lab Conversion Project and LAG.
At this meeting, people who are fo-
cusing on the Lab, but working in
different areas, gave reports on
their work.

Lab Watch, whose primary focus is
research on the Lab, publishes edu-
cational materials and acts as a re-
source for folks wanting specific
information on the Lab. Contact
person: Ken Nightingale, (415)
531-8581.

Site 300 Working Group has produced
a slide show on Site 300 actions
which have been held there during
the past two years. This slide-show
is available to everyone. Contact
the LAG office at 644-3031.

ARC, a San Francisco-based group
which works with LAG is doing a soil
sample study at Site 300 in order to
do an environmental impact statement
which will hopefully prevent a hous-
sing tract being built next to Site
300.

Tri-Valley Cares affinity group,
comprised of people living in the
Livermore vacinity formed after Liv-
ermore area folks developed relation-
ships with the LAG peace camp at Liv-
ermore., Tri-Valley Cares consists of
around 15 people, and of those, five
regularly active ones who do educa-
tion and outreach in the Livermore
Valley. They publish a newsletter
with a mailing list of 150 and feel
that more and more residents in the
Livermore Valley are beginning to
question what's going on at the Lab.
This affinity group would like to
have a closer working relationship
with the Livermore Campaign.

On Nov. 25th at our second meet-
ing we tried to envision what success
would look like in our campaign over
a period of years. After all, if
we don't have a vision of what suc-
cess looks like, how can we recog-—
nize what progress we've made! Our
whole meeting was devoted to finding
what our possible five year goals
could be, our one year goals, and
projects we will undertake to
achieve those goals.

Within five years we want to have
built a movement which will encour-
age and support conversion of the
Lab, and will end nuclear testing.
To accomplish this, we will have

A TERRORIST,

HOSTAGES,

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE A TERRORIST?

around the country (including:
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among others).

and...

and...

POLITICAL PRISONERS

BOMBING AN EMBASSY,

and...

MINING A FOREIGN HARBOR

NATIONALIST FANATICS

and...

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE A

TERRORIST?

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN:

A FREEDOM-FIGHTER

i

For More Information, Contact the Terrorist Holling (415) B8E-0148

PATRIOTIC CITIZENS

Official looking posters with this head-
ing appeared in public transportation sites in at least 15 cities
Chicago, San Francisco, Oakland, Long
Beach, Minneapolis, Salt Lake City, Seattle, Denver, New York, Detroit--

The finale of the poster was a "for more information" phone number for

the "terrorist Hotline".

When commuters called it, they were surprised
to be greesed with the words, "Hello, C.I.A."

Receptionists vehemently

denied that the C.I.A. has any involvement with the Terrorist Hotline or

the posters.

For more information about ordering these posters please call: B48-0828

I

helped develop an informed

and active citizenry in the Bay
Area and in the Livermore Valley
and also within the Lab itself,

Our goal is then to have such
constant pressure from all sides
that the labs will be forced to
convert.

Supgested one year goals were:

1} help support the local group

in Livermore, 2) be accessible to

Lab workers and the Livermore com-
munity, 3) do general public educa-
tion about the Lab, 4) help strengthen
opposition to testing at Site 300, and
5) tie issues together by educating
ourselves and others in the Bay Area
about the Bay Area's global contribu-
tion to the arms race. We then con-
sensed on the one year goal of get-
ting the truth out about the Lab.

The proposed projects to help us
achieve this goal were: 1) making
the visitors' center more viable, 2)
helping support the Livermore affin-
ity groups and local work against the
Lab, 3) developing dialogues with the
workers, and 4) developing a speakers
bureau/network of experts, and 5) co-
ordinating a non-violent presence at
the Lab. Recognizing that all of
these projects are important, we con-
sensed to begin with one ——the visi-
tors' center.

Through a law. suit, the right was
won to have the opposing view pre-
sented in the Lab's visitors center
itself. There are literature racks,
two 4' by 4' wall display areas, and
access to a slide show space.

At the next meeting on Dec. l6th,
7:30pm, in San Francisco at 349 Church

LAG Finances

As if by miracles, LAG continues
to meet its monthly expenses;
we've appreciated and needed

the many contributions over the
past several months.

Currently, our budget is about
$2500/month. Major items include
Rent (400), phone & utilities

(3-400), materials and xeroxing
(200), staff pay (800), and
pro-rated DIRECT ACTION costs
(600).

LAG continues to carry a
debt in excess of $12,000.
debt accumulated largely in
mid-to-late 1984, but has grown
by about $2000 in the past six
months.

We need the support of indivi-
duals, affinity and community
groups, churches, businesses, etc,
to maintain our storefront office
as a resource space for the direct
action movement.

Can you or your group make a
donation or organize a fundraiser?
Call Darla, (415)644-2028.

The

St. at Market, we will make decisions
about how best to use the visitors
center and how to best include others
who may want to contribute. If you
are interested in attending the meet-
ing and live in the East Bay, carpool
from the LAG office at 6:50pm. We
encourage people who may not be able
to or want to come to meetings but
are interested in working in some
capacity with the LAG campaign to
contact the LAG office or Penn Gar-
vin at 552-5857 for general informa-
tion and work with people in Liver-
more; Pamela Osgood 861-5809 for gen-
eral information and leaflets; Mark
McDonald at 428-1766(home) or 841-
2325(work) for visitor center dis-
plays. Oh, and our Jan., l4th meet-
ing will be at 1211 Henry, Berkeley.
——by Pamela Osgood
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Nonviolent Action
Project
Inaugurated

The Nonviolent Action Project is a
multi-cultural, multi-issue resource
center for community groups and af-
finity groups using nonviolent di-
rect action as a means of bringing
about social change. The NAP was
consensed to at LAG's November gen-
eral meeting after discussions at the
two previous meetings, and will as-
sume responsibility for the expenses
of running the office as of January
15, 1986.

LAGers will recognize how the NAP
expands the networking our community
has pursued over the past several
years; it is an attempt to make re-
sources LAG has assembled over the
past four years more accessible to
the diverse resistance groups focusing
on nonviolent direct action, grass-—
roots organizing, and related social
justice issues. While we want the
space to continue to be used for anti-
nuclear and anti-militarist organiz-
ing (as it will be by the LAG campaign
--see the article on this page), we
want to encourage participation by
more diverse affinity and community
groups carrying out their projects.
We want to support actions that fight
discrimination by race, class, sex,
sexual preference, age or reiigion.

Among the resources the NAP will
offer will be: work space and tele-
phones, meeting space, media lists,
graphic layout space and supplies,

educational outreach and tabling
supplies, and local, national and
international networking resources
such as publitations, contact lists,
and phone lists.

Over the past several years, the
direct action community has worked
to "connect issues" --to show in our
words how the arms race, interven-—
tionary foreign policy, and social
and economic injustice are linked.
We have recognized the need for
bringing together diverse communi-
ties, for building a multi-cultural,
multi-issue grassroots movement. Help
us continue our commitment; donate
your energies or make a contri-
bution — our success depends on all
of us.

You and/or your group can join
NAP's work or tap our resources by
stopping by the office (3126 Shat-
tuck, Berkeley) or giving us a call,
(415) 644-2028.

“We intend ro offend”

Much 'n Fuch Productions
presents the

RHINESTONE JUBILEE BLACK & WHITE TACKY BALL

with
Special Guest Host-ess
SISTER BOOM BOOM

DATE, TIME & PLACE
TO BE ANNOUNCED!

Featuring the four basic food groups:
FAT,SUGAR SALT and CAFFEINE
with a cash bar, of course!

Tickets are $5 in advance, & $6 at the door
BLACK & WHITE TACKY ATTIRE REQUESTED

for more information call Livermore Action Group: 644-3031

COMING SOON!!




The meetings

The up=at-midnight

The gathering

The dropoff. In theory the driver
only pauses, while the walkers —-
fully loaded--rush out of sight.
Over in 45 seconds. In reality,
the driver has never driven a stick
shift before and needs instruction
in the dark before the betraying
car lurches away.

Now only silver grass and moon-
light. We slip under the fence and
from the long grass to the short.
The trail beside the creek, worked
out by cattle, is clear.

Explain the route, now the land-
marks: windmill, tree, the curve
of a hill: perhaps next time the
companion will be a guide. Fatigue
eats away the nervous energy leaving
the pure joy of shared effort. We
come to barbed wire, a fence with
parallel guard roads on the other
side. This is the right fence: it
has the legal prohibitions properly
posted.

The destroyers have burned all
hiding places; grass ends at the
fence and beyond is scorched, dry
801l riddled with animal burrows.
The wind roars relentlessly past
our ears carrying the acrid smell of.
of burn. Take out the compass.
Waning moon, south at first then
southeast. Now, over the fence.
The barbed wire is shakey, the
steadying hand warm and solid.

Into the gulch, hard ground
where the water lay last. Climb!
Climb! At last there's a road ahead.
Watch for the warning of headlights'
overshine. Rest. The work has gone
on two hours. It will last twelve
more for some of us. Then to rest
in handcuffs, perhaps.

Fatigue and fear, Remember: the
demonstration is already "success-
ful"., Crossing the barbed wire al-
ready says that the elections have
been unfair, that the women and chil-
dren of the world never voted to
hold each other hostage. Each body
over the wire represents thousands,

Up again. Road ahead seems to
stay the same distance away. The
impulse to rush past it is replaced
by the desire to help each other
survive the ascent. Away to the
west a kit fox announces himself
with a careful, beautiful aggression
of barking. Is he betraying the
other group as he did some mpg

Back Country at Site 300

yellow glow becomer s street lights
surrounding a long building, the
vacuum chamber, we guess. We crouch
down, watching for guards.

No sign of movement. Quickly, si-
lently, we pass the building then
pass an ammunitions bunker that
another group will later cob shut
with yarn.

Up the last slope, steep and bar-
ren. Dawn mercifully delays while
we struggle on, legs like rubber.
Toc many hills, too much weight.
Count twenty steps and rest 'til our
legs can move again, then count twen-—
ty more. We encourage each other.
Many a hill lies behind both of us,
many old dreams. America of broth-
erhood is behind us. Peace, liber=-
ty, justice =--all behind. Ahead
only kindness shared and a few min-
utes delay in the rush to oblivion
to beg those with no ancestors,
"Please don't roll t

Unseen by the observation towers,
we climb over the crest and down
into a small ravine. A cozy place
to share breakfast and to sleep for
a while until nine or ten o'clock.

Wake up, friend: here's the kit
fox himself. He studies us, inter-
lopers on his territory, lifts his
gorgeous silver tail and trots away
to the next station on his breakfast
route.

The sun is high now and we can
see most of the roadways and facil-
ities on this side of the central
arroyo. We watch for vehicles and
focused activity. Here is a piece
of torn metal, flung up from below
by scme previous explosion. And a
perfectly round grey rock. Into a

cet they go.

Our pop—out time is noon, but the
hot sun drives us out earlier. We
clamber back over the crest and
stand he hillside

long time, a truck on the road below
spots us and drives up. Soon there
are three vehicles and six security
guards. They all have radios, but
no one has remembered binoculars.
One guard finds a round grey rock
and puts it in his pocket.

We wait until somebody with the
legal authority to arrest us drives
up. He arrives, a University of
California cop from the labs --~he
could have been played by Robert Red-
ford on a cop show.

"Do you know you're trespassing?"
This question is difficult to com-
prehend: 1is he kidding? He backs up
up, seeing my raivete, and with
elaborate care reads me the Miranda
rights. He is familiar, even jocu-
lar, with Scott, having arrested
him several times before. In later
conversations he speaks of how, in
"All Quiet on the Western Front,"
the soldiers on either side under-
stood each other better than they
understood their own civilians. His
movie becomes instantly clear, who
he thinks he is. We don't want to
be a part of his movie —-it's too
noble, too intellectual. We're not
here because we're noble. We're
both just people, middly e-aged and
out—-of-shape, at that.

We're here because we want to
stop the testing of any part of the
nuclear weapons which are poisoning

this earth. We're here to bear wit-
ness to those who administer and use
this plece of land, and who pay our
Redford look-alike his good salary
(with benefits) for himself and his
young family, that what they are do-
ing is insane as well as being
against International Law,

I'm glad I went. I know what for.
I don't know what effect it had.
And 1 accept that I won't know for
another tem years, having lived long
enough to see how things change. And
how people I've known, just by doing
what they do, being who they are, be-
come shapers of future reality.

Wading through the court process
in Tracy as a "first offender" has
been instructive.

I've seen several people given
1o sentences, and others choose
j over community services. As
Scott McClay said to the judge,
"It (community services) makes us
seem like reasonable people and
this a reasonable issue. But I




Freeze Sponsors Test Site CD

When 17 activists from the Bay
Area loaded into vans to drive to the
Nevada desert in late October, it was
to join in the first act of civil
disobedience sponsored by the Nation-
al Freeze.

For over a month beginning Oct. 18,
volunteers from throughout the coun-
try maintained an almost-daily pre-
sence of protest at the Nevada
Site 65 miles north of Las Vegas.
They were there in the wake of the
Geneva Summit Conference to call
attention to the site where all U.S.
nuclear weapons are tested.

Freeze groups from Northern Cali-
fornia committed themselves to attend
Oct. 25-27. That weekend, Eric Ferry
Bill Goode, and Andrea Elukovich of
San Francisco and two others tres-
passed onto the site's property to
be arrested, just as 29 others had
done during the week before.

The arrests were well-planned,
with Nye County Sheriffs waiting to
lead the activists to patrol cars
where they were issued citations.
Ferry and Goode chose to pay a §

Test

fine while Elukovich decided to stay
in Nevada until the following week
to serve a sentence of 24 hours com-
munity service.

Since then, the National Freeze
at its Chicago conference voted
against supporting any more civil
disobedience. But Nevada Test Site
organizer Nancy Hale said she belie-
ves breaking civil laws can be one
of the most effective ways to bring
attention to the Freeze's demands.
One of the objects of the Nevada
action, she said, was to clogg the
Nye County courts so the civil
disobedience cases would have to be
moved to a federal court where they
would receive more publicity.

The San Francisco Freeze Executive
Board members continue to support
civil disobedience and plan to orga-
nize other actions in the spring.
Currently they are mobilizing sup-
port for House Bill 3442 sponsored
by Rep. Pat Schroeder, D-Colo.,
which would ban nuclear weapons test-

1ng. --by Denise Minor
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ATTENTION

Friends and Pre-subscribers of the

SANTA RITA WOMEN'S JAILBOOK

(June 20,

broader context,

1) names of
2) names of
publishing costs

Rita following the June

need filling out)

BAY AREA CONTACTS:

Karen Engel

3380 26th Street

San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 824-1197

SEBASTOPOL CONTACT:

Barbara Fanslow

4408 Winfield Lane
Sebastopol, CA 94572
(707) 823-1564

THE JAILBOOK IS ALIVE AND KICKING!

--We're submitting the manuscript tc publishers,
that's able to cover costs and distribution.
presses would need us to cover costs.
pre-subscriptions in the bank; but we would need some $5000 more.)

1983 Livermore Blockade)

--We've made major improvements-- placing the jail experience in
including history and cconsegquences of LLNL.

looking for one
(Many small local
We've got the $1500 from

WE NEED YOUR HELP with =--

possible publishers
individuals and foundations that might help with

3) poems written in or about jail (women's jail at Santa
'83 blockade)
4) other submissions (there are a few places in the ms. that

5) CURRENT ADDRESS (AND PHONE) FOR PRE-SUBSCRIBERS
(so we can send you the book when it's published!)

Deirdre Lashgari
2230 Prince Street
Berkeley, CA 94705
(415) B41-5614

Contra Costa Programs

The Mount Diablo Peace Center
invites your organization to help
foster a new political climate in
Contra Costa County. There are
two specific projects we will
undertake in 1986 to test the
extent to which Contra Costa's
conservative reputation really
holds water.

We want to let you know of our
plans so we can avoid scheduling
and other conflicts which might
be mutually harmful. We also
think you'll agree that should
both projects succeed, the bounds
of what seems politically pos-
sible will greatly expand.

(1) A conference entitled THREE
MINUTES TO MIDNICHT: Superpower
intervention in the Third World
and nuclear war, Saturday, Jan-
uary 25, 1986, at Diablo Valley
College, 10am-3:30pm; participants
need not be present the whole time.

(2) An initiative petition for
Contra Costa will place before
voters in November 1986 an approx-
imation of the following: The
People of C,C. County call upon
the government of the U.5. to
halt all further military assis-
tance to any government in Central
America till a regionally-negoti-
ated peace is achieved, and
further that until such time all
shipments of military hardware
through C.C. County should cease.
(We are currently seeking indiv-
iduals to serve on an advisory
council for this effort.)

Will your organization endorse
the Three Minutes to Midnight
conference? Your comments are
also invited., Please contact
Mount Diablo Peace Center, 65
Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA
94596.

—~Chuck Goodmacher

CHAIRPERSON
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Bobby Campbell Plaza

to coordinate AIDS research have
been underfunded and malsupported.
But the biggest monster, no news,
has been the military gobbling up
the social resources. An example
close to home: the annual Livermore
Weapons Lab budget was $830 million
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narrow-minded moralism. Central areas
of community outreach, like the bath-
houses, are shutdown. Tracking the
state of AIDS funding is especially
frustrating. Money is found,

money is lost. On example out of compared to this year's Federal AIDS
hundreds: the San Francisco General budget of $216 million (last I heard).
Hospital AIDS clinic lost a $500,000 The little that's left is tossed
National Institute of Health grant back to social services to be tus-

to study treatment of Kaposi's sar- sled over devisively by groups-with
coma; an important core of investi- real needs.

gators, operating in a major treat-
ment center, are without federal sup-
port altogether. The issue of suf-
ficient funding is complex. Part of
the problem is the scientific estab-
lishment itself and its tradition of
macho competitiveness. Resources

and knowledge are stupidly hoarded
when it should be shared. Attempts

The first incidents of AIDS direct
action took on the attempt to create
divisions between groups that should
be allied. After being severely
criticized from all sides on skimpy
AIDS research allotment, Margaret
Heckler, then Secretary of the DHHS
padded the budget with money taken
from Indian Health Services. To
protest, in late August John Loren-
zini, a gay man with AIDS, and Thun-
derhawk, an Ogalo Sioux Indian
chained themselves to the main ent-
rance of the old Federal Building
and were promptly arrested by cops
wearing surgical masks. Earlier
this summer, John conducted a similar
action by himself to great acclaim
in the gay press.

My affinity group, Enola Gay, is
planning a series of actions to make
clear the connections between the
huge military budget and the minis-
cule AIDS budget. On December 14,
we will conduct a tour of central
San Francisco. After a brief peru-
sal of wasteful, destructive govern-
ment and corporate spending, we will
view sites of the gay community com-
ing together to respond to real hu-
man needs. The tour will be a pre-
cedent for the Money for Aids, Not
for War ACTION on Moneay, January 13.
At the action, we will demand the
gay community's money back from
the Pentagon to be used for purposes
that help us and the rest of the
world. The tour and the support for
the action is open to all; however,
we would like the civil disobedience
on the 13th to be a faggot's action.
For details, see the community bul-
letin in Coming Up!

Even though AIDS is a national
problem, the only instances of direct
action around it or which I am aware
have happened in San Francisco. (I
am thinking of the traditional mean-
ing of direct action. I consider the
volunteer counseling, practical sup-
port, and mutual aid groups that have
developed in many cities as being a
form of direct action, too.) But I
have a feeling that will change. As
well as being a testament to the
seriousness of our cause, direct
action has proven to be a builder of
community, a way of cementing alli-
ances, a moving expression of the
culture of gay people.

Fritz Eichenberg by Mark Leger



Emergency Response Network Congress ol

HELP DECIDE ERN'S DIRECTION IN
1986 AT THE ERN CONGRESS

FEBRUARY 8, 1986

10am-llam: registration, tea
and coffee
1lam-5pm: Congress

At Urban Life Center, 1101
0'Farrell at Franklin, SF

Information: 771-1276

The Emergency Response Net-
work Congress, which was consensed
to at the December 5 ERN Spokes-
council, is the first major long-
range decision-making meeting the
Bay Area ERN has had. All pledge
signers and affinity groups are
encouraged to participate. This
Congress will decide on a campaign
for the Emergency Response Network
during the year to come.

A campaign is a series of
related activites intended to
achieve a specific goal. It can
include dialog, education, nonvio-
lent direct action and other
tactics.

Responding to an invasion or
major escalation of U.S. inter-
vention in Central America will
remain primary to the ERN. What-
ever campaign may be chosen will
include or be in addition to this
cmergency response function.

A U.S. invasion of Central
America is always a very real
possibility. But it is also

quite possible that there will
not be a major, publicly per-
ceived escalation that might

lead to a National Alert in the
next year. It is also likely
that our government will continue
to escalate the war step-by-step,
trying to keep it invisible to
avoid arousing public opposition.

While some pledge signers will
wait for an invasion or major
escalation, others of us want to
do--and have been doing--ongoing
actions and education. I have
seen many affinity groups form
around the ERN and many individ-
uals get involved in it during
the last year. But there has
been little activity to sustain
this involvement because we have
been working on a month-to-month
basis.

I hope that we continue to in-
volve, and don't repeat the work
of, ERN's member anti-intervention,
peace and faith organizations.

I look forward to the Congress
providing an opportunity for
pledge signers and affinity groups
to shape the ERN and its ongeing
work so that we will see it as
our organization and want to
carry out our decisioms.

See you there!

—-David Solnit

If you have campaign ideas or
proposals vou would like to bring
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to the Congress, bring them to !
the ERN office, 1101 O'Farrell,

SF, by January 10, 1986, and they i-qa-;:j}

will be mailed out to affinity

groups. Or come early (9am) on
February 8 and bring about 100

copies to the Congress.

LLL Rep Trial

U.S. District Court Judge Marilyn
Hall Patel has ordered Califormia
State Attorney General to show cause
why the convictions of the eleven
"representatives" of 230 protesters
convicted following the June 1983
Livermore blockade should not be
overturned.

The order is the result of a
Writ of Habeus Corpus filed this
fall on behalf of the protesters
by Western States Legal Foundation.
The Writ asserts that the trial
judge erred when he disallowed
state-of-mind testimony concerning
what brought the demonstrators to
the Lab, as well as other errors.

A hearing on the Order to Show

Cause has been scheduled for 10:30am

Monday January 27, in Courtroom #5
17th Floor, 450 Golden Gate, San

Francisco. For more info, contact
Western State, 839-5877. ]

ME?A GREAT LEADR?

“ME, START A VANGUARD PARTY TO LEAD THE WORKING CLASS TO REVOLUTION? YOU MUST BE KIDDING!™

YOUR PICTURE HERE!
(AND EVERYWHERE ELSE!)
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JUST IMAGINE BEING A RESPECTED AND BELOVED FATHERLY LEADER UNDER WHOSE WISE CU]DANCE THE
REVOLUTIONARY MASSES WILL FORGE AHEAD DAILY WITH THE FIERY ZEAL OF “SPEED-UP" CAMPAIGN!!!!!

Over the past few years, Party Buil-
ders Associates has aided countless
individuals and groups to form van-
guard parties intelligently tailor-
ed to their own needs. These people
are now leading creative, happy
lives fighting one another. What
we've done for others, we can do for
you.
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1) The Russian Revolution turned
away from socialism in:
(a) 1917

(b) 1927
(c) 1953
(d) 1957

(e) It hasn't happened yet, but
my group will be the first
to denounce it when it
does.
2) Black people are:
(a) A nation
(b) A nation of a new type

(c) A super-exploited sector of
the working class

(d) Petit bourgeois
(e) A colony

(f) Please send me more infor-
mation about this contro-
versial group

3) The main danger facing the workers'

vangaurd in the present epoch is:
(a) Right opportunism
(b) "Left" sectarianism

(c) Right opportunism mask-
ing as "left" sectar-
ianism

(d) My parents

(e) Other(please specify):

A few minutes spent in filling out
the following questionnaire may be
the best investment you'll ever make.
Your answers will enable Party Build-
ers Associates, preserving strict
confidentiality, to work out a party
program that is JUST RIGHT for you
and your friends.

4) Rather than focusing on narrow
economic issues, my party will
offer a cultural critique of life
in advanced capitalist countries.
The following are signs of cap-
italist decadence:

(a) Feminism

(b) Trotskyism

(¢) Pornographic movies

(d) Recent price increases in
pornographic movies

(e) Other (please give exact
details):

5) I would like to include the
following in the title of my
party:

(a) Labor

(b) Workers

(c) Revolutionary
(d) Socialist

(e) Communist

(f) Vanguard

(g) Progressive

(h) October (November)
(i) United

(j) International
(k) M

(1) L

(m) All of the above

And now, here's the questionnaire.
We advise using a pencil, since
these are by no means easy questions,
and your party will not be able to
alter the positions taken here with-
out seriously damaging your credib-
ility among the workers.

(Reprinted from The Fifth

Estate, Detroit, Michigan)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Plutonium Players are looking for

actor/writers, songwriter/musicians
and other theatre workers to create
provocative political satire. Ex-
perience in collective decision-
making will be helpful. Possib-
ility of understudying "Ladies
Against Women" for spring tour.
Write to us stating your inter-
ests and background, 1600 Woolsey
#7, Berkeley 94703, or call us

at 841-6500.

Photos and slides of civil dis-
obedience wanted by Amazon

Sewing Circle, a San Francisco
Pledge of Resistance affinity
group. We are developing a

slide show aimed at explaining to
the interested general public what
CD is and why people would choose
to do it. If you have slides or
photos you would be willing to

see used in such a project, please
cal (415)848-5701, or write 1727
Parker, Berkeley CA 94703.

Buying or selling a house, or know
soméone who is? We have a sympa-
thetic realtor who will donate

1/3 of his fee to LAG. For more

info, contact Darla, LAG, (415)
644-2028.
ACTION CALENDAR
DECEMBER

28 Black & White Tacky Ball, a
benefit for Livermore Action
Group and the Legal Collec-
tive. With special guest
hostess Sister Boom Boom.
Black & White Tacky attire
requested. 8:00pm-1:00am.
$5 advance, $6 at the door;
limited tickets--get yours
now! For info or to help
produce the Tacky Ball, call
LAG, 644-2028.

JANUARY

15-19 "Casting Shadows', an
anti-nuke play, at the Nitery,
Stanford. Call Ramshead,

c/o Stanford, for more info.

REVOLUTIONARY NONVIOLENCE

A series of dialogues and dis-

cussions for the Peace and Jus-

tice Movements of the 1980s,

sponsored by American Freinds

Service Committee and the Emer-

gency Response Network.
Upcoming programs:

January 6, "Wellsprings of Hope
and Commitment: What Keeps Us
Going?", with Barbara Graves,
Darla Rucker, and a Salvadoran
Refugee, at Dolores Street Bap-
tist Church, 15th & Dolores, SF.
6pm potluck, 7pm forum.

January 27, a film, "King Mont-
gomery to Memphis", on Martin
Luther King Jr and the Civil
Rights Movement, 7pm, at AFSC,
2160 Lake Street, SF.

February 3, "Organizing Social
Movements: What Is Success?",

with Bill Moyer, at Berkeley
Friends Church, 1600 Sacramento,
Berkeley. 6pm potluck, 7pm
forum.

February 24, "Gandhi", the film
by Richard Attenborough, at
AFSC(see Jan 27).

For information on these and
future programs, contact the
Emergency Response Network,
771-1276.
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Three Years and Beyond

With this issue, DIRECT ACTION marks its third year of production - 23 issues
of resistance news, organizing information, political analysis - and as always,
funny cartoons. It hasn't been easy work - but thanks to the great support we
have enjoyed from the direct action community, we've survived!

As always, we depend on your continu.ing support to keep DIRECT ACTION appearing-
we need your subscriptions, regular renewals, letters, words of encouragement -
in short, we need to know that you want the paper to continue to appear.

Please——if you're a reader of DIRECT ACTION; if you're a participant or sup-
porter of civil disobedience and other nonviolent direct action; if you want
to see a strong resistance movement in this country--we need your support!

SPECIAL NOTE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS--thanks for your support over the past. three
yvears. It has been your donations of $10, $15, $25 or more that have made this
paper possible. We need your ongoing subscriptions--if you've recently re-
ceived a renewal letter from us, please send it in as soon as possible and help
us keep both the paper and the resistance organizing going!

Your Subscriptions Are Our Only Support —
Subscribe (or Renew!) to DIRECT ACTION!

Livermore Action Group S Bulk Rate
3126 Shattuck Ave. ‘ U.S. Postage Paid _ $15 subscribing rate
Berkeley, CA 94705 Permit No. 20 .

, Berkeley, CA $25 supporting rate

$50 sustaining rate

—— - $100 amazing rate

o $1-10 sliding scale

name phone

address city zip

Livermore Action Group
3126 Shattuck

Berkeley, CA 94705
(415) 644-2028
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