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from RQ #79 and #103

Trance & the Rave Scene
House music and Pagan spirituality? Raves and rituals? Together in the
pages of RQ?
Back in 2000, RQ ran a feature article by Riyana called “Witchcraft and
the Rave Scene” (RQ #79, Summer 2000). The article paralleled the
magic woven in Pagan rituals with the alternate environment generated
in electronic-music raves:
“Layers of music taper off and blend with one another, although that
demanding rhythm — fast, driving drums — is always there... The
floor is physically, noticeably moving beneath our feet. Everywhere is
energy...”
Thanks to the internet, there’s no shortage of up-to-the-minute house
music. Soundcloud blogs offer free downloads of the latest dance mixes
– google “soundcloud house mix” for Berlin or London (or your own
city). Rinse.fm offers free podcasts of its round-the-clock electronic
shows.
The sheer volume is overwhelming. How to get started?
In issue #103, RQ London Trance Correspondent Malcolm Howell reviews
the city’s electronic music scene – and finds a vast offering of 21st century
trance music. Two labels stand out – read the article to learn more.

Latest Issue Online!
The latest issue of Reclaiming Quarterly
— 60+ pages
of Witchcraft
and Magical
Activism
— is now
available
as a free
downloadable
PDF file at
RQ.org
Each
issue of RQ
brings you
the latest in
activism,
spiritual practices, Reclaiming news,
interfaith pagan humor, and much more!
Visit www.ReclaimingQuarterly.org

Reclaiming Music CDs
Chants & Music available online

RQ offers this and many other features from our past and present issues
as free downloads – visit ReclaimingQuarterly.org

Reclaiming has released four CDs of
Earth-based chants and music. All four
are available on our website.

Courtesy M. Young

Many Reclaiming musicians and teachers
have also released CDs. Witches Brew
is a good introduction to Reclaiming’s
musicians.
Visit www.reclaimingquarterly.org/music,
or contact quarterly@reclaiming.org
Reclaiming Quarterly
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fabric / FABRICLIVE
Trancers’ delight — London nightspot releases 100+ DJ mixes
by Malcolm Howell / RQ London Trance Correspondent
Back in 2000, RQ ran a feature article by Riyana Lilyhawk called
“Witchcraft and the Rave Scene” (RQ #79, Summer 2000). The article
paralleled the magic woven in Pagan rituals with the alternate environment
generated in electronic-music raves:
“Layers of music taper off and blend with one another, although that
demanding rhythm — fast, driving drums — is always there... The floor is
physically, noticeably moving beneath our feet. Everywhere is energy...”
Outside of raves and dance clubs, the heartbeat pulse of house music still
has enchanting power. From bouncy techno to heavy industrial sounds, the
pounding bass unifies a genre created specifically to draw us into altered states.
A lot of dance music is dominated by wailing vocals – a trance buzz-kill for
some of us. For meditation, instrumental house music is the key. Two cities
are pushing the edge of this genre – Berlin and London.

Where to Begin?
Thanks to the internet, there’s no shortage of up-to-the-minute house music.
Soundcloud blogs offer free downloads of the latest dance mixes – google
“soundcloud house mix” for Berlin or London (or your own city).
But the sheer volume is overwhelming. How to get started?
One option is to find mixes created by proven dance DJs. Let the dancers
vote with their feet.

Fabric nightclub, located on Charterhouse Street
opposite Smithfield meat market in the London
Borough of Islington.

London’s Fabric nightclub has done the
trance/dance world a great service by
capturing dozens of premier DJs in hourlong mixes.
The independent club-owned label has
released one album per month for over
a decade (see next page) showcasing
established and emerging artists.
The result is a stunning collection of 21st
century dance music and experimental
electronica at affordable prices.
CDs can be found in record stores with
electronica sections or online — or join
Fabric’s download-of-the-month club
for five pounds (under ten dollars US)
per album, with older mixes at the same
price.
More information and complete catalog
online at fabriclondon.com
See next page for more on Fabric mixes.
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fabric / FABRICLIVE
Trancers’ delight — London nightspot releases 100+ DJ mixes
continued from preceding page

fabric: house mixes

London’s Fabric Nightclub (see preceding page) releases a monthly DJ mix.
Alternating their
Saturday night housemusic “fabric” series
and Friday night’s
more experimental
“FabricLive” CDs,
the series now numbers over 130 releases
spanning a wide range
of electronic styles.
Here are some
great mixes from the
past decade.

The Saturday night fabric shows
focus on house music, with
admixtures of techno, electro,
disco, dub-techno, and anything
else that fits the beat. The basic
requirement seems to be that the
mix be “Saturday night dance
music.”

FabricLive: experimental mixes
Friday night’s FabricLive shows are
billed as an eclectic soundclash, mixing
tempos and styles from hip hop through
dubstep and drum & bass to indie and electro.
FabricLive 06: Grooverider – Grooverider,
with roots in the late 1980s dance world,
mixes turn-of-the-millenium drum-n-bass
FabricLive 42: Freq Nasty — cross-genre
break beats, heavy on the bass
FabricLive 62: Kasra — up-to-date break
beats, jungle, and experimental rhythms
FabricLive 64: Oneman — mix of oldschool breakbeats and garage with more
recent dubstep and house-crossover

Within that definition, the fabric
series is amazingly diverse.
Here is a small sampling:
fabric 27: Audion
aka Matthew Dear
— a multi-layered,
polyrhythmic cut-and-paste
symphony
fabric 34: Ellen Allien —
graceful, noisy, hand-mixed
melange from Berlin
fabric 39: Robert Hood —
Detroit-born DJ spins hardedged techno and deep house
fabric 57: Agoria — weaves 70s funkjazz with recent house
fabric 64: Guy Gerber — dreamy,
layered sounds, ethereal vocals
fabric 66: Ben Klock — hypnotic yet
unexpected, from techno gems to the
latest Berlin house

Rinse FM — London Pirate Radio with a License
Rinse FM, a one-time pirate radio station which now has a broadcasting license,
provides London with cutting-edge electronic radio. Lucky London!
Thanks to the miracle of the internet, the rest of us can listen to selected
podcasts. Favorite DJs here at RQ include Mark Radford, A-Plus, and Youngsta.
Rinse also produces a CD series featuring experimental mixes by Rinse radio
hosts, each one unique.
Listen at 106.8 FM when you’re in London, or visit their website — www.rinse.fm
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