
AKinG It Real 

" hen nature is our sacred text, 

one of the lessons she 

preaches is "Value diversity!" 

In a natural system, diversity equals re 

silience. A prairie, which may contain 

hundreds of different plants in a square 

yard, is far more diverse than a field of 

genetically identical hybrid corn. In a 

prairie, a new disease, a migrating insect 

or a climate change might conceivably 

decimate one species of plant, but there 

will be hundreds to continue growing, 

flowering, holding and building soil. In 

the cornfield, however, a new pest that 

attacked the crop would denude the field 

of life. 

Our human communities, too, will 

be more resilient, more ultimately intel 

ligent, if they represent a diversity of age, 

gender, class background, ancestry, 

sexual orientation, physical abilities and 

many other qualities. When an issue 

arises, a diverse community will view it 

through a variety of lenses, and develop 

a broader spectrum of approaches. Our 

rituals, our spiritual practice, our ways 

of being together will be broadened and 

deepened, and we will be less likely to 

ossify into dogma and rigidity. 

The broad Reclaiming community 

represents many sorts of diversity. We 

include a wide spectrum of ages, class 

backgrounds, genders and sexual orien 

tations. We include many more women 

than men, but that is true also of the 

mainstream religions if we look not at 

their leadership but their overall mem 

bership, and of most groups that work 

for healing and transformation. In some 

areas—for example, cooperative spiri 

tual work among people of different 

sexual orientations, we embody both a 

healthy diversity and the dialogue and 

change diversity sparks. One example— 

over many years of challenges from our 

lesbian, gay, queer and transgender sis 

ters and brothers, we've moved away 

from the celebration of Beltane as the ul 

timate heterosexual love feast and into a 

much more complex understanding of 

the holiday as the time of year when we 

embrace our connection with all life, 

and invoke creativity, 

community and 

sustainability along with 

a multiplicity of visions 

of sexuality. 

Our diversity is the fruit of long 

years of work and struggle. I remember 

many agonizing conversations through 

out the 1970s about whether lesbians 

and straight women could ever really 

work together. Now that's not even a 

question. It's not that we don't some 

times have differences or conflicts that 

fall out around those lines. We certainly 

had many agonizing Beltane planning 

meetings over the years. But we do work 

together, and have learned to value the 

challenges that diverse viewpoints bring. 

I remember similar discussions re 

garding men and women—could we 

ever be in the same group without men 

dominating? Again, that's not an issue 

today. The Reclaiming community has 

been through thousands of discussions, 

meetings, classes and ritual plannings 

where women and men have come to 

gether with equally strong voices. Of 

course, we occasionally fall back into old 

patterns, but we have a structure and 

consciousness that allow 

us to challenge them 

when they arise. 

But when it comes 

to diversity of ancestry, 

the Reclaiming commu 

nity remains fairly pale. 

We are primarily made 

up of people of Euro 

pean heritage, with a 

sprinkling of people of 

color—far fewer than in 

the larger populations of 

the areas where we work. 

It's not that we haven't 

noticed or attempted to 

do something about this 

condition. Discussion of 

this problem has been 

going on for at least 

twenty years in feminist 

spirituality circles, as 

well as in the women's 

movement, the peace, 

justice and environmen 

tal movements, and all 

the activist circles I've 

been involved with. 

We've tried many different approaches. 

But we haven't succeeded in doing any 

thing about it that has made a significant 

difference. 

Why? In part, we are working 

against some larger social and demo 

graphic forces. A third of all African 

American men between the ages of 18 

and 29 are in prison or on probation or 

parole, to name just one factor. Their in 

carceration has reverberations on the 

women in their lives, the mothers of 

their children, their own mothers and 

grandmothers. Small wonder we don't 
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